
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We continue our journey with Grammar Minds, seeking to enable 
every student to be the best learner they can be! In 2019, all the 
teaching staff are engaging in professional development through an 
online programme in Building Learning Power, which is the framework 
behind our Grammar Minds and the dispositions or behaviours of 
learning. The material is practical and detailed. Staff are engaging in 
the online readings and then working collaboratively in Teaching and 
Learning sessions, sharing their experiences and strengths, and 
learning together. All of this is to enable greater student learning in 
school and for life! Yesterday we had our first session for the year in 
an engaging session which provided opportunities to reflect on our 
positive practice and the opportunities ahead. 
 

We continue to experience the struggle of no rain across the region and the long-term effects of 
this drought. Please support each other and pray for much-needed rain! 
 
It is wonderful to have our debating teams back on the HICES Debating circuit and have success 
early in the year. We will host the next round of the Debating at SGS on Thursday 14 March. I am 
sure our teams will be pleased not to travel for once and to debate on home territory. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Two Events Next Week 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When we think about celebrating what takes place in the classroom, it’s easy to think about examples 
such as getting the “top score in the class” or getting 100% in the weekly spelling test or having the 
neatest handwriting out of everyone! Celebrating learning is so much more than that. We need to 
acknowledge learning is a journey. It would be incredibly unrealistic to think everything we do is perfect 
from the start, all the time. Our teachers know the importance of what is valued along the learning 
journey.  What we attend to, what we recognise, what we praise, what we display and celebrate.  
 
In learning friendly classrooms failure, mistakes, being stuck and applying effort have been re-framed so 
learners come to view these old adversaries as valuable, interesting and essential.  
 
It is also worth understanding the development and growth in learning behaviours themselves are given 
attention, praise and recognition. In the early stages re-defining the quest-like values of learning might 
simply include: 
 
• ensuring students (and parents) understand ‘being stuck’ as an interesting not shameful position, 

with tactics to get unstuck, 
• ensuring students (and parents) understand what is meant by effort, 
• ensuring students (and parents) understand the value of mistakes, 
• celebrating students’ progress in learning behaviours. 
 
Students need to understand that it’s completely ok to be stuck and unsure. It’s all a part of the learning 
journey! 
 
 
 

“Your actions are all you can own” - Anonymous 
 
 

 
Word of the week: Persistence e.g. A little more persistence, a little more effort, and what seemed 
hopeless failure will turn to glorious success. 
Meaning: continued existence or occurrence 
Etymology: mid-16th century  
How we can use it: We can show persistence by identifying our wants and desires. 
   
Congratulations to Mia Turner (5 Gold), Regan Catling (1 Gold), Mackenzie Catling (1 Blue), Ky-lah Chick 
(4 Blue) and Shereen Jawaad (3 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I wish these students 
all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends.



 
 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
Next week in all K-12 Chapels we will mark the first day of the Lent season by observing ‘Ash 
Wednesday’. At our ‘Ash Wednesday’ services we trace the sign of the cross on our foreheads with ash, 
to remind ourselves that because of Jesus, our faith in Him, we can stand forgiven and can be friends 
with God. We will discuss the need to confess our failings to a loving God in the full confidence that when 
we do, we can become closer to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will pray together for those in need and in the next six weeks leading up to Easter for God to assist in 
deepening our understanding of Jesus and how he wants us to live. Many Christians use this season 
leading up to Easter, marked by Ash Wednesday, to add a habit that might aid their Christian walk. We 
will be encouraging students to consider what that might be for them? Perhaps it might be prayer, Bible 
reading or in the way they relate with others. What could it be for you? In the same way, Christians also 
consider what they may need to ‘put behind them’ to aid their Christian walk. Today, and as this season 
unfolds, may we be reminded of God’s great love for us, most fully embodied in Jesus.  
 

Parents are welcome to attend our Ash Wednesday Chapel services this 
coming week at St Luke’s Chapel. 
Year 7-9 Chapel 9.00am -9:40am 

Year 10-12 Chapel 9:40 am - 10:25am 
Year 3-6 Chapel 10:45am -11:30am 
Year K-2 Chapel 11:30am -12:15pm 

       
 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: The varied opportunities students have to explore their talents here at SGS; God’s 
generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us.  
Pray for: Rain!; Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For families and students who are ill or 
struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2012/02/what-is-lent/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
This week has seen more excitement in the Secondary School with a forensic science incursion for Years 
9 and 10. Our students were able to participate in the role-play of a crime and then work through all the 
forensic evidence associated with the crime to establish beyond reasonable doubt who the criminal was. 
The uncovering of Hamish Guiana and Lachlan Robinson as the culprits did cause a bit of laughter in both 
groups. 
 
Just a reminder for everyone afterschool study and afterschool classes finish at 5pm Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday. Please be mindful of this time if you are picking students up from school as it is not fair on 
staff to expect them to wait for more than 30 minutes with students while parents are doing other things. 
We all understand that sometimes things come up and delays are unavoidable, however, in the last two 
weeks other staff and I have waited a considerable time for students to be picked up, to be met by 
parents who said they were doing the grocery shopping in peace before they collected their students, or 
they were having coffee with friends and knew we wouldn’t mind. Our staff give a lot of their time 
outside of normal school hours and they need to be treated with courtesy. 
 
Again this week, we have had a few near-misses out the front of school with children crossing the road 
not at the designated crossing. Please encourage students to cross between the flags, where they are 
visible and safer.  
 
It was lovely to see our staff on Wednesday in shades of teal and wearing teal ribbons in support of 
ovarian cancer research. This is one of the many diseases that have touched our community and the 
support was appreciated. 
 
Year 10 Drama went to Sydney on Wednesday to see a production of ‘The Wolves’ at the Belvoir St 
Theatre, a new play that explores teamwork and adolescence with humour and vitality. 
 

Quote of the week 
“Win or lose, do it fairly.” – Knute Rockne 
 

Have a great week. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

STORIES OF TRANSITION FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE TO SCONE 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 
EASY PEASY START TO KINDY  

 
Each year a group of children aged five, prepare for big school.   And each year every parent, family 
member, teacher and friend can relate, as they too took this journey.  Only now it is a very different 
journey.  A very easy, fun and exciting journey, not only for those 5 year olds, for everyone involved.   
 
Taking a different approach to many preschools, The Yellow Cottage has a class of kids who are 3 
turning 4 and a separate, dedicated class of children who are 4 turning 5.  This allows The Yellow 
Cottage team to focus 100% on the needs of these children and their preparation for Kindergarten. 
 
At Scone Grammar School, we have our own orientation programme and we work closely with The 
Yellow Cottage to ensure their students planning to attend Scone Grammar School are familiar with 
our school and their transition into Kindergarten here. 

 
Snowy and Louisa Bragg and their 3 children have been part of The Yellow Cottage and are now also 
part of Scone Grammar School. 

 
According to Louisa, “Familiarity and an understanding of what will happen next - how it will roll, are 
an immense help to the kids.  Luckily for us, building familiarity, trust and confidence for Kindergarten 
transition is just part of the programme at The Yellow Cottage.  It has allowed our kids and our family 
to move from one extended family to the next, still feeling very much part of a close community.“ 
 
“The buddy system at Scone Grammar School is an immense help to the kids starting off in 
Kindergarten and the School does a wonderful job of carefully pairing buddies with kindergarten kids.  
It has provided my kids with a wonderful sense of belonging from the very beginning and is another 
person for them to approach with any questions they have, however small they may seem.” 
 
The Yellow Cottage prepares a Transition to School Report for each of their preschool students.  This 
allows our Kindergarten teachers to get to know the background of each student before they even 
begin, giving them more time to prepare. 
 
Their dedicated Transition Programme helps the preschool children understand their character 
strengths and develop life long learning dispositions.  They provide opportunities for the children to 
develop their resilience, confidence and love of learning through a rich, play based environment.  
 
“Our role is not only to nurture the children in our care at preschool.  It is to open their minds and 
build their community connections and confidence to easily continue that journey through 
Kindergarten and school.”  Kirsty Hails, The Yellow Cottage Preschool Director 

 
By Louisa Bragg 
The Yellow Cottage Advisory Committee Member 
 
 
 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feeling Connected 

 

Our kids were born into a digital world and communicating electronically is what comes naturally to them, 
which has reduced their opportunities for purposeful face to face conversations with real people in real 
time. It seems everywhere we turn, people, both young and old, are glued to their mobiles. Are we as a 
society lacking the presence and purpose to enjoy the positive emotions of human interaction in person?  
 
Are we hiding behind the invisible impersonal wall of electronic communication?  
 
The research is overwhelming that the greatest single influence to living a meaningful and fulfilling life is 
high quality personal RELATIONSHIPS. We grow when we show courage to be kind and grateful to others.  
 
Nearly everything that we will achieve in life will be through people, with people and by people. Healthy 
relationships are the cornerstones to a well-functioning society, and we 
need to develop our students’ interpersonal skills to communicate including:  
 

• using and reading positive body language messages; 

• recognising inference, bias and emphasis in conversations;  

• developing relationships through face to face conversations;  

• learning to listen with their eyes, their ears and their hearts;  

• valuing and considering other peoples’ opinions because they matter;  

• being present and mindful in each and every moment. 
 
This new way of communicating and socialising is actually reducing our sense of connection. Loneliness is 
on the rise in our world as many think talking through Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram and other forms of 
media counts as connecting and building relationships; however, this form of communication does not 
allow for the vital physical interactions we need for our well-being. 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
Ext: 1220 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Debating News 
 
HICES Debating began on Tuesday 26 February, with Round 1 being held at Hunter Valley Grammar 
School. Scone Grammar entered five teams, three Junior, one Middle and one Senior. All debaters were 
well prepared and delivered strong cases.  
 
The Junior teams and the Middle team debated the topic, 'There should be a quota of indigenous athletes 
in the Olympic Games.' 
 
The results were as follows:  
 
Junior White: Hunter Wild, Tommy Hill, Ollie Dart and Ned Kimpton won taking the negative argument. 
 
Junior Gold: Campbell Smith, Charlotte Clark, Allyson Irwin and Hamish Davidson lost narrowly taking the 
negative argument. 
 
Junior Blue: Sophie Park, Charlie Mitchell, Gina Kimpton, Hugo Firth lost taking the affirmative argument. 
 
Middle: Lottie Firth, Dan Crowther, Sofia Edlington, Sarah Clark won taking the negative argument. 
 
Senior: Bridget Burnett, Sam Barry, Hamish Guiana, Max Seale had a very narrow loss taking the 
affirmative argument on the topic, 'Foreign aid does more harm than good.' 
 
Congratulations to all teams, including Adam Chesworth and Charlie Magnier acting as Chairperson and 
Lexi Walsh and Sienna Johnson taking the role as timekeepers. Thanks to Louise Broomfield for her help in 
preparing teams and adjudicating. 
 
Deb Moore 
Debating Co-ordinator 
 

Year 10 Drama News 
 
On February 27, Year 10 Drama (with their drivers, Mrs Hollis and Mrs 
English) travelled to the Belvoir St Theatre in Surry Hills to see Sarah 
DeLappe’s award-winning play, “The Wolves”. Set in an indoor soccer 
facility, the play explores many of the issues that face young woman today 
and how they set about defining themselves. This very moving production, 
employing an all-female creative team and cast, showed the audience that 
learning is hard, friendship is precious and that being young is not easy.  
 

 
Equestrian News 
 
These students will be competing at the Blandford Horse Sports Day – Olivia Thrift, Paige Baxter, Mikayla 
O’Halloran, Allyson Irwin, Emity Croft, Georgia Maben, Grace Stenhouse, Harrison Baxter, Candy Brooker, 
Georgia Thrift, Ashlyn Stutsel, Mac, Millie and Bridie Crowe, Ally Taylor, Sophie Hawthorne, Amy and 
Lauren Redgate. 
 
Tuesday afternoon Horse Sports commences next Tuesday 5 March. 
 
Entries for Willow Tree Horse Sports Day must be into the school office by Monday 4 March. 
 
We will be holding a SGS Stockman’s Challenge on Tuesday 28 May. There will be a meeting in the Three 
Gold Classroom for those parents interested in assisting at this event on Wednesday 20 March. If you are 
interested but unable to attend please contact me – adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
Good luck to all those competing at the Interschools at SIEC from 8 March. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 

mailto:adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Grammar Grind Café News 
 
Last Friday evening on the 22 February, Year 11 and Year 12 Hospitality students catered for the New 
Parents Dinner Function.  
 
The students prepared, cooked and served a wide range of canape food items including prawn rice 
paper rolls, pork and chive dumplings and chocolate mousse tartlets just to name a few.  
 
The students are to be commended on their commitment to providing this service for others at Scone 
Grammar School.  
Year 11 Hospitality students involved were: Chloe Bower, Tom Campbell, Lila Christopher, Chloe 
Green, Brigette Kelly, Aliza Wilks, Ruby Wong, Skye Young.  
Year 12 Hospitality students involved were: Eloise Blayden, Lachlan Buckley, Sarah Dart and 
Tegan Ferries. Thank you to Hayley Cook and Harriette Firth who also volunteered their time to 
assist at this function. 
 
Next Monday, the Grammar Grind will be open from 8.00a.m. until 9.15a.m. All money raised will be 
donated to Mim and Liv’s Teal Ribbon Day Fundraiser, supporting research into Ovarian Cancer.  
 
Hoping as many people can come and support this worthwhile cause. 
 
Mrs Tania Lambley 

 

 



Community Notices 

 



 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAMME 

 
 
Due to new regulations from the NSW Department of Education, outbound student applicants must be 
in Years 9, 10 or 11 in the year they make application to be eligible for the programme. All outbound 
students will be required to return to Secondary education in Australia. The preferred age of applicants 
is between 15 to 17 years.   
         
Applications close on 1st April 2019. If further information is required please direct students to the 
Rotary Youth Exchange website. An Expression of Interest can be logged at the following website 
www.ryea.org.au and contact will be made with you upon receipt of this Expression of Interest. 
 
District 9670 operates a ‘Lotte Thorkilgaard Award’ Trust Fund, which can be used to assist appropriate 
families in financial hardship with the costs associated with airfares to an overseas country and return 
for the purpose of the exchange.  The awards from the Trust are confidential to the Trust Board and 
are subject to a Means Test.  Application Forms for the award are obtainable from the District 
Chairman. 
    
We will also be holding an Information Session for potential outbound students and their parents at 
Club Macquarie, Argenton on Wednesday 13th March 2019 6.30pm for 7.00pm start.  
RSVP to Allan Large – Youth Exchange Officer Email: mla82550@bigpond.net.au  
        

        ROTARY DISTRICT 9670 
  YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM COMMITTEE INC   

   4 Nerang Place BELMONT   NSW   2280  AUSTRALIA 
            District Governor:   DG Brian Coffey  –  Rotary Club of East Maitland Inc 
            Chairman:      David Roach  -  Rotary Club of Rylstone/Kandos Inc 
            Mobile: 0428 338 489           international:  +61 428 338 489 

               email:  yezfidar@outlook.com  

http://www.ryea.org.au
mailto:mla82550@bigpond.net.au
mailto:yezfidar@outlook.com


Community Notices & News 
 For Your Diary 

 
 

Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  
12 April 

 
 

Week 5 
Friday 1 March 
 
Week 6 
Monday 4 March 
Grammar Grind Café Open - 8.00am to 9.30am 
HRIS Primary Soccer Trials 
Tuesday 5 March 
Year 1 & Year 2 to Tamworth to see ‘The Gruffalo’ 
Wednesday 6 March 
School Council Meeting 
HRIS Secondary Hockey Gala Trials 
Thursday 7 March 
HRIS Primary Swimming Carnival Div 1 
National Student Leadership Summit 
Year 7 and Year 10 Vaccinations - 9.00 to 11.00am 
John Eales Presentation - 2.00pm to 3.00pm 
Friday 8 March 
Grandparents Day 
Blandford Horse Sports Day 
National Student Leadership Summit 
Year 8 Geography Excursion 
Saturday 9 March 
National Student Leadership Summit 
CDRA Rowing Regatta Championships 
Sunday 10 March 
National Student Leadership Challenge 
CDRA Rowing Regatta Championships 
 
Week 7  
Monday 11 March 
Grammar Grind Café Open - 8.00am to 9.30am 
HRIS Primary Netball Trials 
HRIS Primary Soccer Trials 
Tuesday 12 March 
P&F AGM - 6.00pm in Library - All welcome 
HRIS Opens 15s Netball Trials 
Life Education Van - until 21 March 
Wednesday 13 March 
HRIS Secondary Swimming Championships - Div 2 
Harmony Night 
Thursday 14 March 
HICES Debating Round 2 
Friday 15 March 
UHSC Pink Shirt Day Fundraiser 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
 

Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  
12 April 

 
 

Week 5 
Friday 1 March 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair, Dordie Dawson 
 
Week 6 
Monday 4 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 5 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 6 March 
Jenny Crackett, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Thursday 7 March 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 8 March 
Fiona Bailey, Kerrily Adams,  
GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 
 
Week 7 
Monday 11 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 12 March  
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 13 March 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Thursday 14 March 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 15 March 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Wayne McDonald 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to 
help in the Canteen, once a month, once 

a term or even once a year! 
 

Please email Student Services  -  
studentservices@sgs.nsw.edu.au 


