
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
Week 8 is almost over, and School life is moving fast. I am pleased to 
experience learning right across the School and the joy this provides 
for so many students. The faces of Kindergarten showing some of 
their creations during the Play-based Learning sessions this week 
stands out for me, and the care and attention of Year 7 to their 
writing task was also a very positive sight. 
 
Over these two weeks, the Executive and I are going out to some of 
our smaller centres to meet with present and prospective families. It is 
a real joy to travel and catch up with people who are making the 
effort to travel, sometimes big distances, to be a part of our SGS 
community. We have been to Denman and Merriwa and will be in 
Muswellbrook and Murrurundi next week, on the ‘Meet the Principal’ 
Roadshow. 

 
Anzac Day again falls during the School holidays. We are encouraging as many students as 
possible to attend a Dawn Service or March on this day, in school uniform, representing SGS. We 
always encourage this to happen in students’ home towns if possible, as we do draw from a large 
number of centres. Notes have gone out. Please return these so we can arrange for support for 
students where they will be attending. 
 
It has been a great blessing to see some rain fall across the region, even though it has been very 
patchy. Please continue to pray for more rain. 
 
What stands out as special about SGS to you? There are many things about our school which we 
can and should celebrate and I hope you can see things that you can give gratitude for this week! 
 
Paul Smart 

Principal 
 
 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have said it plenty of times before, but I am always incredibly impressed with how our school competes 
on the bigger stage. Whether it is in the sporting arena, a performance stage or academic achievement, 
Scone Grammar School always seem to mix it, and often better, than our bigger counterparts. It seems 
like our Assembly announcements have become completely absorbed congratulating our students on 
incredible achievements. It’s pretty special. 
 
What impresses me as much as the actual achievement itself is the level of humility shown by our 
students. The ability to know how to carry yourself following a great achievement is completely 
admirable. Humility, in its simplest sense, is the ability to consider others ahead of yourself. It has been 
said a humble person doesn't think less of themselves; they simply think of themselves less. A genuinely 
humble person can be confident without being arrogant and can respect others while maintaining their 
self-respect.  
 
Children can't demonstrate humility if they can't admit to being wrong — the ability to own mistakes is a 
key component of integrity. When our students face criticism, they must learn to thoughtfully consider 
that criticism instead of instantly defending themselves. 
 
We ask nearly all of our students to complete their character strength survey and I am sure that the 
strength of humility is ever-present.  
 
 
 
 

“If you are humble, nothing will touch you, neither praise nor disgrace, 
because you know what you are.” – Mother Theresa 
 
 

 
Word of the week: Loquacious e.g. the children were rather loquacious in class today 
Meaning: tending to talk a great deal; talkative  
Etymology: mid 17th century Latin 
How we can use it: it is important to know when to differentiate between being loquacious and being a 
good listener!  
 
 
Congratulations to Josh Chopin (6 Blue), Lola Holland (K Gold), Alanah Zammit (K Blue), Georgi Arnot (1 
Blue), Bill Giblin (2 Gold), Giles Murehwa (3 Gold), Lincoln Hodges (2 Gold), Jack Kelaher (2 Blue), Rory 
Moore (4 Blue), Bailey White (5 Gold), Hunter Ali (1 Blue) and River McGrane (4 Gold) who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week.  I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and 

share the time with family and friends



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been very encouraging to hear from teachers this week in our Student Well-being Forums, that so 
many of our students are having a go at things they find difficult.  A character strength that allows 
students to have a go at hard things is ‘bravery’. Having a go at hard things is a brave thing to do! 
Bravery is a strength we are seeking to instill in our students here at Scone Grammar School and we 
believe it is a virtue we can all develop. If bravery is one of your strengths, you are a courageous person 
who does not shrink from challenge, difficulty or discomfort. You speak up for what is right even if there 
is opposition. You act on your convictions. The character strength of bravery falls under the virtue 
category of courage. Where does leadership place in your strengths profile? Find out by clicking on this 
link and completing the VIA Signature Strengths Survey.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Some great examples of students exercising their bravery muscles across our whole school include 
making speeches where the student felt extremely nervous, tackling tough questions and being willing to 
be wrong (a valuable tool to learning!), standing up for what is right and telling the truth at the risk of 
upsetting others, just because it’s the right thing to do, to name just a few. A great point of conversation 
with your young person this week would be to ask about situations where they may have exhibited this 
character strength; providing encouragement to purposely use it again. This will contribute to the further 
growth of resilience.   
 
Our great God encourages us to be brave. He wants us to be brave. More than that, He also shows us 
how we can tap into our source of strength to be brave. God tells us that those who have a relationship 
with Jesus have access to a supernatural strength that helps us to be strong and courageous; His Holy 
Spirit. In 2 Timothy 1:7 God says that He will give those who know and trust His Son, Jesus, a new Spirit 
inside. It says: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love 
and self-discipline.” 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: 2 Timothy 1:7  
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as courage, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 
  

https://www.viacharacter.org/survey/account/register
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%253A7
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
This week staff have spent time talking about the strengths of every student in Secondary. This is 
something we do several times during the year and is a unique feature of our Wellbeing Programme. It 
allows us to develop an understanding of where all our students are succeeding and how we can use 
their strengths to help them in areas where they are struggling. 
 
We have also seen the arrival this week of some spectacular new rowing sculls which, after the 
devastating events at Taree, have been warmly welcomed by all of our rowers. 
 
Thursday also saw the arrival of two girls from Welham Girls School in India. They are on a short 
exchange with us and we wish them all the best  while they visit. 
 
Quote of the week  
 
“You’ve got to get up every morning with determination if you are going to go to bed with satisfaction.” 

George Lorimer 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

The Yellow Cottage preschoolers are experiencing the cycle of life, appreciating the earth and 
respecting their environment as they dig, plant, water and care for their gardens at preschool. From 
flowers and plants to fruit and vegetables, gardening is an important aspect of hands-on learning 
incorporated into the daily curriculum. 
 
Children have fun using science to predict how each seed will grow and what it will look like. They 
practice balancing skills when using the large watering cans. Gardening also gives teachers the 
opportunity to encourage children to work through their emotions practicing patience, courage, 
kindness and respect. Gardening captures kids’ interest, teaches them nurturing skills, gives them a 
sense of pride in their accomplishments, introduces them to healthy foods, and provides a way to 
improve and give back to the community. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Curriculum News 
 
HICES Debating at SGS 
 
On Thursday 14 March SGS hosted Round 2 of the HICES Debating Competition. Six schools took part in 
fifteen debates across four divisions. It was wonderful to have Central Coast Grammar School, Lakes 
Anglican Grammar, Newcastle Grammar, Bishop Tyrell Anglican College and Hunter Valley Grammar visit 
our school for this round. 
 
The Junior Debate was That we should be more truthful about a child’s abilities.  Our Junior Gold team 
was against Bishop Tyrell Anglican College (BTAC C), taking the negative argument for the topic. Hamish 
Davidson, Allyson Irwin, Callum Doherty and Hugo Shann won this debate and received excellent feedback 
from the adjudicator. Our Junior Blue team, consisting of Charlie Magnier, Sienna Johnson, Hugo Firth and 
Gina Kimpton also won taking the affirmative argument against BTAC B. Charlie Mitchell and Sophie Park 
acted as Chairperson and Timekeeper. Junior White with Sienna Baber, Olivia Thrift, Ned Kimpton and Lilla 
Stanford also took the negative argument against BTAC A and lost this time. 
 
SGS Middle Team argued the topic That the use of drones is a breach of privacy.  They had the negative 
position with Thomas Burnett, Sarah Clark, Lexi Walsh and Lilly Malone winning against HVGS. Daniel 
Crowther and Lottie Firth acted as Chairperson and Timekeeper. Both teams received positive feedback 
from the adjudicator, who was particularly impressed with the arguments the SGS team presented. 
 
In the Senior Division, some of the SGS team were on a Duke of Edinburgh expedition last week, so they 
travelled to HVGS on Tuesday 19 March for their Debate. They had the affirmative argument for an 
impromptu debate on the topic State governments are not necessary. Harriet Firth, Max Seale, Bridget 
Burnett and Sam Barry lost against HVGS in a tightly contested debate. 
 
Thanks to Ms Louise Broomfield for preparing the Middle Team and adjudicating one of the Junior Division 
Debates. A big thank you also to Mrs Lambley and her Grammar Grind team for preparing a delicious 
afternoon tea and to all the teachers who helped usher students and rearrange their classrooms so this 
event could take place. I have received very positive feedback from the schools involved.  
 
I continue to be impressed with the group of students from Years 5 to 9 who have been so committed to 
the weekly debating meetings each Thursday afternoon. I was very proud of everyone for their exemplary 
behaviour.  
 
Round 3 will be held at Central Coast Grammar School on Monday April 8. 
 

Mrs Deb Moore 
Debating Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relationships 
 
The quality of relationships between students and teachers are the greatest predictors of student success 
and the delivery of high order teaching. It is crucial for parents and teachers to have a collective vision of 
what they want their students to act like, look like, sound like, know and can do because of their influence. 
Then have a shared road map to follow to achieve this student image.  
 
The old sayings, “we can’t teach them till we reach them” and “kids don’t care what we know till they 
know we care”, are pivotal beliefs to live and breathe loving being a parent and a teacher. One certain 
thing is that parents and teachers can’t fake caring, students will pick up on this very quickly.  
 
Cultivating growth mindsets in students to believe that their teachers are there for them and genuinely 
want them to become their best possible selves will build healthy relationships in classrooms. This includes 
accepting their teachers’ advice, as they do with their sports coaches and realising teachers, like 
themselves, are also individuals, with their own ways of doing things.  
 
When students, parents and teachers combine their top strengths great learning, parenting and teaching 
occurs, enabling the whole school community to thrive and flourish.  

 
“When one teaches, two learn.”  

 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
Ext: 1220 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


SGS Service Mission Trip to Vanuatu 
 

Are you a student in Year 9 to Year 12 interested in learning more about the opportunity to 
participate in a Service Trip to Vanuatu in the July School holidays? 

 Trip scheduled for 19 to 26 July, 2019 
 

Come along to an Information Evening to find out more! 
 

WHEN: Tuesday 26 March 
 

WHERE: STLC 
 

TIME: 6.00pm 
 

All Welcome 
 
 

 
Memories 
from SGS 

Service Trip 
2018 



Sport News 
 
HRIS Secondary Swimming 
 
On Wednesday 14 March, our Secondary Swimming Team competed in the Division Two HRIS Carnival. 
 
This year our team showed a great sense of sportsmanship and encouragement to one another. All our 
students swam really well, and we saw many of them placing in the top 3 throughout the day.  
 
Our school placed 4th overall in the Carnival and we achieved the Handicap Trophy. This award is based 
on the number of students at all the Schools participating and the points achieved. It just goes to show, 
we really do well for a small-town school! 
 
Congratulations to the following students for achieving either Age Champion or Combined Age 
Champion: 
 
 Individual Age Champion – Joshua Crowther 
 
 Combined Age Champion:   
 14 Boys – Joshua Crowther, Hamish White, Roly Ward-Thomas and Braedon Hails 
 18 Giirls – Olivia Hamson and Katrina Gorman  
 
Results from the Carnival along with the HRIS Team list will come out early next week.  
 
Miss Jessica Day  

 
Year 3 & 4 Netball Gala Day 
 
Last Friday students from Year 3 and Year 4 competed in a Netball Gala Day. It was run by Netball NSW 
and was held at Scone Netball Courts. Various schools from around the Hunter region participated 
including Muswellbrook, Aberdeen, Sandy Hollow and St Mary’s Scone. SGS took two 3-4 teams. SGS 
Gold and SGS Blue, both performed brilliantly and displayed the highest form of sportsmanship.  
 
The Blue team won all but one of their games and the Gold team were undefeated on the day. 
 
Many thanks to our coaches - Mrs Renee Park, Kaitlyn Smith and Mrs Trish Betts.  
 
Trish Betts 
 
 
 



Sport News 
 
Rowing News 

 
We have exciting news!  Our boats have arrived! After some amazing fund raising work and equally 
amazing and generous donations to our Rowing Programme we have been able to purchase some very 
good quality second hand boats. I have worked with Mr Sam Carroll, the Rowing Coordinator from 
Cranbrook School, to get some Sykes boats to add to our fleet. Sykes is the leading Australian boat 
manufacturer from Geelong in Victoria. Their boats are very good quality, light weight, stream lined, 
with detachable riggers for easy storage and transportation.  
 
We have purchased a lightweight coxed quad and 3 lightweight singles. We were given seven sets of 
oars as well as a plastic training single suitable for beginner rowers and two rowing ergs for the gym. 
Sam was very generous to us as he is keen to support our up and running Rowing Programme. Tom and 
I travelled to the Head of the River at SIRC on Sunday to meet with Sam and load our new boats onto 
the trailer.  Our boats are in very good condition and our young rowers can’t wait to get on the water 
and try them out.  
 
These boats will be much lighter for us to carry and race in which will give us the opportunity to race on 
an equal footing against other clubs and schools. They will also help lessen the load when carrying the 
boats down to the water when training at Glenbawn Dam. 
 
I would again like to thank all those who have supported us in the development of our Rowing 
Programme this season. 
 
Chris Brennan 
Coordinator of Rowing 
 
 
 

 
 
 











7.30pm Friday 22nd March.  Scone Films will be screening the Oscar – winning 
film,  

Bohemian Rhapsody Sing Along,  
Rated M. 

 
Get ready to sing your heart out, Queen fans! The story of the legendary rock band Queen and lead singer 
Freddie Mercury, leading up to their famous performance at Live Aid (1985).  Bohemian Rhapsody is a foot-
stomping celebration of Queen, their music and their extraordinary lead singer Freddie Mercury. Freddie 
defied stereotypes and shattered convention to become one of the most beloved entertainers on the planet. 
The film traces the meteoric rise of the band through their iconic songs and revolutionary sound 
It will screen at , at their pop-up cinema at the corner of Oxford Road and Cooper Street, Scone.  Tickets 
are $12.  To be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a Book, Scone.  Running 
time is 1hr46m.  Everyone is welcome.   Tea & Coffee available.   
For insurance, Under 18s must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian.   
But tickets  www.sconefilms.org.au/film-info-2/ 
Like us and share  www.facebook.com/sconefilms  

http://www.sconefilms.org.au/film-info-2/
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms




Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  
12 April 

 
Week 8 
Friday 22 March 
Kindergarten & Year 1 Fun Swim Day 
Willow Tree Horse Sports 
 
Week 9 
Monday 25 March 
‘Meet the Principal’ Roadshow - Muswellbrook RSL 
6.00pm to 7.30pm 
Primary Cricket Match - Reg Kelly Cup 
Tuesday 26 March 
Frogs Hockey - Tamworth 
Vanuatu 2019 Information Evening 
Wednesday 27 March 
Kia-Ora Music Camp - to 29 March 
Thursday 28 March 
Kia-Ora Music Camp 
Primary Rugby Union 7’s - Tamworth 
‘Meet the Principal’ Roadshow - Murrurundi 
6.00pm to 7.30pm 
Friday 29 March 
Kia-Ora Music Camp 
Primary Cricket  - Reg Kelly Cup 
 
Week 10 
Monday 1 April 
HRIS Secondary Football Trials 
Tuesday 2 April 
Primary Rugby 7’s Quirindi 
Frogs Hockey - Tamworth 
Wednesday 3 April 
Council Meeting 
Thursday 4 April 
Friday 5 April 
Whole School Cross Country - Lake Glenbawn 
 
Week 11 
Monday 8 April 
HICES Debating - Round 3 
Parent Teacher Interviews - Primary 
Tuesday 9 April 
P&F Meeting - 6.00pm in the Library 
Sydney Art Express - Senior Visual Arts Students 
Wednesday 10 April 
Parent Teacher Interviews - Primary 
Thursday 11 April 
Friday 12 April 
KYCK Youth Convention - to Sunday 14 April 
TAS Primary Rugby Carnival - to Sunday 14 April 
 
 

END OF TERM 1 

 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  

12 April 
 
Week 8  
Friday 22 March 
Fiona Bailey, Georgie Ryan, Mandy Kennedy 
 
Week 9 
Monday 25 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 26 March 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 27 March 
Fiona Bailey, Jennifer North 
Thursday 28 March 
Jenny Crackett, Helen Smith 
Friday 29 March 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair, Wayne McDonald 
 
Week 10 
Monday 1 April 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 2 April 
Jenny Crackett, Kirsty Gray 
Wednesday 3 April 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 4 April 
Fiona Bailey, Jo Fernandes 
Friday 5 April 
Fiona Bailey, Whole School Cross Country 
 
Week 11 
Monday 8 April 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 9 April 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 10 April 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 11 April 
Jenny Crackett, Vanda Mikuckiene 
Friday 12 April 
Jenny Crackett, Kerrily Adams 

 
END OF TERM 1 

 


