
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
Leadership forms a pillar of what we are seeking to achieve at SGS, 
and we have had some very positive opportunities demonstrated 
recently. The School Leaders (Year 12) are engaging very positively in 
the playground and connecting with younger students, while the Year 
6 Buddies did an outstanding job of care, support and encouragement 
of the K/1 students at the Swimming Fun Day last week. There was so 
much joy on the faces of the younger students enjoying their special 
time at the pool. Year 10 have been leading a games programme for 
The Yellow Cottage students, which again has offered an opportunity 
for Year 10 to demonstrate leadership. 
 
We support these young leaders with training for their development 
and they are doing an excellent job. Some of this training includes the 
GRIP Leadership Programme for Years 11 and 6, the National Young 
Leaders Day in Sydney, Peer Support training and regular Leaders 

meetings with the Pastoral Care team at School. We don’t leave it to chance, and it is reaping big 
rewards for our whole school.  
 
Indian Exchange 
We have two students on exchange from The Welham Girls School, India. Manya and Khyati are 
visiting for 3 weeks and being hosted by school families. This is an excellent opportunity for our 
school community to understand another culture and share our culture with the girls. 
 
There is an opportunity for students in Years 9, 10 and 11 to return to India later this year or early 
in 2020. If there are any students who would be interested in going on an exchange to India to 
Welham Girls or Welham Boys, please make contact with Mrs Ambry in Admin to express your 
interest.  
 
ANZAC Day 
It has been encouraging to have a quick response to the request for students to participate in 
ANZAC Day commemorations. Please keep these forms coming in so we can be prepared prior to 
the holidays to support those attending ceremonies. 
 
SGS Elite Performance Pathway 
We are delighted to launch our Elite Performance Pathway Programme and Application Forms can 
now be accessed via the School website. You will find further information in this Newsletter 
explaining what the Pathway Programme is and who is eligible to apply. This programme will be a 
wonderful addition to our Grammar Plus pillar. 
 
Please take the opportunity to meet with the teaching staff in the upcoming Parent Teacher 
Interviews which will be held in Week 11 on Monday and Wednesday afternoon/evening. These 
are valuable times to help us work together for the students’ growth. You will receive notification 
that the portal is open for interviews very soon. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Scone Grammar School, there is a conscious effort to ensure our students are giving us the best 
versions of themselves. In terms of making the school experience productive and valuable, I stumbled 
across a small list that, if adhered to, will help develop our students into good learners, and more 
importantly, good people. It was on the back of a conversation I had with a student who proudly stated 
to me he hadn’t been sent to my office for a while. When I asked him why, he said he was trying hard to 
make better choices and to think a bit more about his actions. He finished up by saying, “It’s actually not 
that hard to make a good choice”. 
 
There are items on the list we mention to our students regularly. We work with the students to be a part 
of the problem-solving process, we encourage students to really give of their best efforts knowing what 
the students get out of it in terms of satisfaction. The final point is fantastic and is a great little 
motivational message. The encouragement of students to raise their own standards and expectations 
becomes incredibly rewarding. 
 
 
1. I am always part of the problem.  
2. I can always be part of the solution.  
3. The more I give the more I get. Of anything.  
4. Listen & Silent = same letters.  
5. If it’s easy. I don’t want it. 
 
 
 
 
  “Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known.”   
       Carl Sagan 

 
 
Word of the week: atone e.g. The manager tried to atone for the bad service by offering me a 
complimentary dessert. 
Meaning: to make up, as for errors or deficiencies 
Etymology: Middle English 
How we can use it: When we make a mistake, be genuine with how you try and solve it. 
 
Congratulations to Kikki Leith (2 Blue) and Alice Callinan (K Blue) who are celebrating birthdays this week.  
I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and 
friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 

Have you wondered what all of our ‘Grammar Minds’ talk is about? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Cultivating in our students resourceful and reflective habits for a lifetime of learning in an ever-changing 
world is a challenge that all contemporary teachers face. With the amazing rate information is being 
created in the 21st century, ‘knowing stuff’ learnt through the 20th century learning and teaching transfer 
of knowledge paradigm is no longer relevant. The world now needs good people who can think logically, 
ethically and positively to solve problems. We know our learners, in light of the gifts and strengths God 
has given them, now need to be able to:  
 
• Experiment, imagine, visualise and question, with wisdom, what is happening around them.  
• Take stock of what is occurring and why.  
• Use their God-given intuition, logic, creative and critical thinking 
to solve problems.  
• Make new connections from what they learn to extend their 
vision of God’s world.  
• Find and confirm the information they require.  
 
True learning is the connecting and understanding of areas of 
knowledge and then being able to apply them to solve and 
analyse a series of problems or situations. To enable this, 
students’ thinking needs to be continuously developed through the 
regular usage of thinking tools in all areas of their lives and 
learning.  
 
At Scone Grammar School we accept this new challenge! This is 
why we are focusing so deeply on the actual skills and habits of 
learning. We are aiming to teach our students, as well as subject 
content, how to learn! The benefit of this approach to teaching 
and learning is it enables our students to grow in the learning and 
social skills that will continue to serve them and their chosen 
vocations well beyond their school life.  
 
Grammar Minds is about developing a more positive, flourishing and resilient learner for today and 
tomorrow. We value your support and encouragement in this effort.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Galatians 5:13 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us; planning for the Vanuatu Mission Trip  
Pray for: Opportunities for our students to be engaged in acts of service; For the school building project; 
For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! 
(specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgs.nsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer 
group - not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5:13
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
What an absolute pleasure a few days of rain have given us, including the joy on faces as we go around 
the School and jump in puddles, or duck from building to building so as not to get wet. While we all know 
not everyone has had rain and it certainly isn’t drought breaking, it has been a nice change.  
 
I had the privilege, at the end of last week, to accompany Year 9 and 10 Drama students to the Opera 
House to see a production of ‘The Miser’. The play was great, and the students found it very entertaining. 
I particularly enjoyed the number of comments about our students from members of the public and 
theatre staff. It was a pleasure to hear students leaving the theatre and thanking people for the 
performance, to watch students step aside in a queue to allow other members of the public to be served 
first and to be told often how well-mannered and polite our students are. It was also exciting to be there 
as many students visited the Opera House for the first time. 
 
Friday saw Year 12 Biology visit the Museum of Health at Sydney University and Mr Holland received 
similar comments about the group of students he was with.  
 
This week has also seen the Kia Ora Music Camp start and, so far, it has been a resounding success. 
Senior students were invited to a Careers talk from the Defence Forces on Tuesday and many have had 
sporting opportunities through the week.  
 
For a small school, hundreds of kilometres away from major cities, our students have opportunities and 
experiences often greater than our friends in the city. If often means we leave early and get back late but 
it is truly worth it. 
 

Quote of the week 
“Go as far as you can see; when you get there, you’ll be able to see further.” Thomas Carlyle 

 

Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

At The Yellow Cottage we are focused on listening to the voices of our children. We take time to hear 
their questions and our play-based programme allows us to investigate answers together. We notice 
what interests the children and we encourage their inquiry. We know the immediate partner of 
questions need not be answers. Whether questions come from colleagues or children, it is not 
answers we should pursue, but possibilities and theories. We then utilise these as springboards for 
research, exploration and opportunity. 
 
‘Children give us the gift of their thoughts and theories’ and that ‘it is necessary to pause, suspend, 
stop sometimes, to revisit our work with children.’ – The Language of Reggio Emilia. 
 
We value children ‘gift’ us with the ideas! Life long learning is developed when the thoughts and 
interests of children are taken as gifts upon which to pause, rather than focusing on outcomes that 
need to be achieved. 

 
 

Play-based Learning 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Self-calming 
 
At times, all students experience tense feelings and 
anxious thoughts about their progress, their workload, 
maintaining their study performances and peer group 
issues, and their bodies may respond with distress signals. 
These include tension in their necks and backs, quickened 
and shallow breathing, hot facial flushes and disrupted 
sleep patterns.  
 
Teaching them emotional “off ramps,” self-calming 
breathing and other coping strategies enables students to 
reduce the intensity of such negative feelings, which 
boosts their wellbeing and social-emotional resilience. An 
effective technique for achieving this is square breathing, 
which they can do anywhere and anytime they have a 
spare five minutes.  
 
Square refers to the fact that there are four parts to it 
which they repeat over and over again. It is also known as 
box breathing.  
 
Concentrating hard on the four parts distracts students’ amygdalas from their pressing issues and puts 
their rational minds in charge of their thinking. It also increases their oxygen intake and blood flow to the 
brain which promotes clarity of thought.  
 
Concentrating on breathing deeply will release feel good brain chemicals, clear their minds and lessen 
tension and anxiety.  

 
“You don’t have to control your thoughts. You just have to stop letting them control you” 

 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
Ext: 1220 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Curriculum News 
 
Drama News 

We are very lucky to have a number of major theatre companies in this state who are prepared to offer 
special schools’ performances of their major stage shows.   
 
The case in point this term is the Bell Shakespeare Company’s production of Moliére’s ‘The Miser’, about 
stingy and obnoxious Harpagon, a money-lender who loves nothing more than his beloved cash — not 
even his own children. This was a clever and hilarious adaptation of the 17th century comedy, which will 
directly relate to the plays we are studying this term.  
 
Many thanks to Mrs Edwards and Mrs Hollis, who made the day possible. 
 
Maria English 
Head of English 
 
 



 
 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 
 
 
On March 14 and 15, 15 intrepid Scone Grammar students embarked on their practice Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Adventurous Journey. They were accompanied by Mr Garland, Miss Dowdell and Mr Berry.  
 
In preparation for the journey, students have been training on Monday afternoons and covered areas 
relating to camp craft, navigation and basic first aid. As a result, they were enthusiastic to put their 
training into practice. Mr Crowther delivered the students to the Dingo Gate early on Thursday morning. 
After a quick photo, the students shouldered their huge packs and set out, maps and compasses in 
hand, to navigate the wilds of the Barrington Tops.  
 
One group trekked through Horse and Butcher’s Swamp before reaching camp at Polblue. The other 
group hiked south of the Scone Gloucester Road and eventually reached Little Murray Creek around 
midday before continuing the walk to their campsite at Polblue. The students displayed considerable 
resourcefulness and teamwork as they set camp, cooked dinner and then retired for a well earned rest.  
 
The next morning the students continued their planned journey and eventually rendezvoused with Mrs 
Edwards, who transported the students back to school.  
 
All students showed great resilience and perseverance to complete the courses they had set for 
themselves. This was assisted by the great teamwork and camaraderie the students displayed 
throughout the journey. The students will now begin preparing for their qualifying journey, which will 
require them to reflect on the journey they have just completed and consider the things they could 
improve upon. For most of the students, this will probably include a revision of the contents of their 
pack! 
 
Daniel Garland 
Duke of Ed Award Leader     



 

 SGS Elite Performance Pathway Programme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our vision is for Scone Grammar School to be recognised as one of the premier schools for talented 
young sportspeople. In our athlete friendly environment, students will be supported as they strive 
toward reaching both their academic and sporting ambitions.  
 
We aspire to develop an Elite Performance Pathway that utilises a holistic approach to identify, nurture 
and develop student athletes to reach their full potential in both their academic and sporting ambitions, 
whilst providing opportunities to train and be mentored in an environment of excellence by top quality 
coaches and facilitators.  
 
The Elite Performance Pathway Programme is open to Secondary school students. 
 
The Programme aims to: 

 Teach students to balance their sporting and academic studies in a supportive educational 
environment; 

 Promote a ‘high performance culture’ for students focusing on sporting excellence and academic 
achievement; 

 Provide students with high performance culture, research-based training programmes and 
structure support systems, including a variety of sports science approaches surrounding medicine, 
psychology and nutrition.  

 
The Elite Performance Pathway aggregates talented young sportsmen and women in the one school 
providing them with: 

 Elite coaching and access to modern sports medicine; 

 Teaching staff sympathetic to the unique problems of the sporting champion; 

 To assist the athlete in coping with absences caused by their sporting commitments; 

 The opportunity to complete their Secondary education in the company of peers with similar 
aspirations, lifestyle and interests. 

 
Students with demonstrated talent and ability in individual or team sports, and who have achieved a 
high level of representation in their chosen field, are invited to complete an Application Form and sports 
trial. Some key skills we are looking for include: 

 Potential for growth as an athlete; 

 Highly developed athletic skills; 

 Attitude to sport; 

 Responsible behaviour and teamwork skills; 

 A positive record of school conduct and attendance; 

 A demonstrated commitment to academic school studies. 
 
The Elite Performance Pathway Application Form can be accessed on the School website via the 
following link http://sgs.nsw.edu.au/elite-performance-pathway/.  
 

“Train. Study. Always be prepared!” 
 

Jason Croucher 
Head of PDHPE 
jcroucher@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

http://sgs.nsw.edu.au/elite-performance-pathway/


HRIS Touch Football  

On March 19, 5 of our students travelled to Newcastle to trial for the HRIS Touch Football Teams.  
 
Each team selects 12 players to represent HRIS at the AICES Touch Gala Day which is also used as a 
selection for the AICES Touch Football Team.  
 
This year the following students have been successful in making their HRIS Teams: 
 
15’s Boys    Open Boys   
Braedon Hails    Darcy Moore  
Joshua Crowther 
Jim Watson  
 
Congratulations and we wish them well at the AICES Carnival.  
 

Miss Jessica Day 

 
Equestrian News 
 
Coonabarabran Expo entries close on 13 April. Please enter through Nominate (Secondary only). 
 
Quirindi Horse Sports Day is on Friday 24 May – entries will be on the website soon. 
 
There will be a meeting for the SGS Stockman’s Challenge on Wednesday 3 April at 5:30pm in the 
Three Gold classroom. 
 
Willow Tree Horse Sports – Congratulations to Harrison Baxter who was awarded the 12 Years Age 
Champion. Millie Crowe was Reserve Champion for 13 Years and Ally Taylor was Reserve Champion for 
the 14 Years Girls. 
 
We are show jumping at Tuesday Horse Sports – all welcome. 
 
Equestrian Team Show Shirts are available at the School Uniform Shop. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-Ordinator 

 

Year 3  Gold & Blue ‘Fresh Fruit Friday’ Stall - Friday 12 April 

 Selling Fresh Fruit Kebabs, Fruit Juices, 
Homemade Tomato Sauce and Pesto 

 All money raised will be donated to Cystic 
Fibrosis Australia 

 Where: TTC Deck 

 When: Recess and Lunchtime 

 

 











Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  
12 April 

 
Week 9 
Friday 29 March 
Kia-Ora Music Camp 
Primary Cricket  - Reg Kelly Cup 
 
Week 10 
Monday 1 April 
HRIS Secondary Football Trials 
Tuesday 2 April 
Frogs Hockey - Tamworth 
Wednesday 3 April 
Council Meeting 
Thursday 4 April 
Friday 5 April 
Whole School Cross Country - Lake Glenbawn 
 
Week 11 
Monday 8 April 
HICES Debating - Round 3 
Parent Teacher Interviews  
Tuesday 9 April 
P&F Meeting - 6.00pm in the Library 
Sydney Art Express - Senior Visual Arts Students 
Wednesday 10 April 
Parent Teacher Interviews  
Thursday 11 April 
Primary Rugby 7’s Regional Finals - Tamworth 
Friday 12 April 
KYCK Youth Convention - to Sunday 14 April 
TAS Primary Rugby Carnival - to Sunday 14 April 
 
 

END OF TERM 1 

 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  

12 April 
 
Week 9 
Friday 29 March 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair, Wayne McDonald 
 
Week 10 
Monday 1 April 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 2 April 
Jenny Crackett, Kirsty Gray 
Wednesday 3 April 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 4 April 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Friday 5 April 
Fiona Bailey, Whole School Cross Country 
 
Week 11 
Monday 8 April 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 9 April 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 10 April 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 11 April 
Jenny Crackett, Vanda Mikuckiene 
Friday 12 April 
Jenny Crackett, Kerrily Adams 

 
END OF TERM 1 

 


