
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
We have a student body that are a credit to you as parents and 
carers, and to us as a school. It is such a joy to have one of our bus 
drivers comment about how delightful our students are and to see 
them all be thankful as they alight the bus, often shaking hands with 
the driver. What a way to start a school day!  
 
I had the pleasure of driving our debating team to Central Coast 
Grammar for the HICES Debating Round 3 this week and witness the 
growing confidence and skill of our debating teams. They were all very 
well-prepared for their debates and demonstrated their team work 
across all aspects of the competition. They certainly needed to 
demonstrate their bravery in challenging themselves to debate what 
were difficult topics. They are truly committed and are being guided 
very well by Mrs Deb Moore and Ms Louise Broomfield. 
 

Our K – 12 Cross Country was also an outstanding success last Friday! It is a joy to have the 
engagement of students not only in the physical challenge of the long country run but also mixing 
across the age groups in their houses. We certainly had a large crowd of parent and family 
supporters which helps make the day a positive one. A huge thank you to the staff for the effort in 
running a successful day, especially Miss Jess Day, Mr Josh Noble, Mrs Kat Moore and Mr Dan 
Garland, our House Patrons. 

 
We have many of the school community committed to represent on ANZAC Day in the different 
centres, which is very positive. Don’t hesitate to join in if you haven’t been able to return the 
forms. 
 
We will celebrate Easter during the holiday break. This is a significant time for us to stop and 
consider Jesus dying and rising again on that first Easter for us to be able to have a personal 
relationship with God. As a Christian School this is a very important time and I encourage you all 
to stop and consider Jesus’ actions while you enjoy family time together. 
 
I look forward to welcoming everyone back for Term 2 and for our year to continue to flourish! We 
will certainly kick off quickly as our SGS Fete and Markets is on at the end of Week 1! This is a 
special time of working together and I look forward to doing so with you. 
 
Paul Smart 

Principal 
 
 
 
  
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anzac Day 
For me, personally, one of the most special days on the calendar is ANZAC Day. It almost seems like 
everyone has a connection in some way, shape or form to somebody who took part in war. There seems 
to be a strong sense of pride amongst our students when thinking about and discussing what our soldiers 
stood for and represented. Knowing and understanding the spirit of ANZAC recognises the qualities of 
courage, mateship and sacrifice. 
 
One way we can show our appreciation to all who have served is to take part in one of the local ANZAC 
Day marches. Our school will have representation at all local marches as well as Dawn Services. If you 
are going to one of the marches, or Dawn Services, can you please make sure you are wearing your full 
winter school uniform. There will be a member of staff you will report to upon arrival and remain with 
until you are collected by your parents. It is important to note this is a day of reflection and remembrance 
and we look forward to seeing you represent our school with a great sense of pride.  
 
Thank you 
I would like to say thank you for what has been a very busy and rewarding start to our school year. The 
students have been engaged and keen to throw their hat in the ring and immerse themselves in a range 
of opportunities presented to them. I would also like to say a thank you to the wonderful teachers. I 
know the students appreciate the way you go above and beyond to make each day better than the last. 
Use the holiday break to re-charge the batteries and be prepared to do it all over again in Term 2! 
 
 

“The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that little extra.”   
    Jimmy Johnson 

 
 
Word of the Week - Perdurable e.g. the pyramids in Egypt are perdurable to the labour endured 
Meaning: enduring continuously, permanent   
Etymology: late Middle English 
How we can use it: put effort into everything you do, so that it is good enough to be everlasting and 
stand the test of time 
 
Congratulations to Evie Beaman (K Red), Jackson Birch (2 Blue), Jemima Smith (2 Blue), Balin Swann (5 
Blue), Will Darling (5 Gold), Login Quinn (6 Gold), Sophie Baker (6 Blue), Lachlan Hails (6 Blue), Paul 
Russell (6 Blue), Andrew Crowther (5 Blue), Ava Roelfsema (5 Blue), Sienna Clark (2 Gold), Deagan 
Ferguson (3 Gold), Will Mulligan (3 Gold), Eva McGeachie (K Gold), Quill Osborne (1 Blue), Alana Telfer (4 
Blue), Madelyn Bennett (K Blue), Isabella Hill (3 Gold), Hamish Davidson (5 Blue) and Maddi Lee (5 Blue) 
who are celebrating birthdays during the holidays.  I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their 
special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-1 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been encouraging to listen to teachers and parents, together, identify and reflect upon student 
strengths as part of our parent and teacher interviews this week. Some of the strengths I have heard 
being spoken about are those God-given character strengths which students process and are using as 
well as the learning dispositions which make up our Grammar Minds learning tool-kit.  
 
As an integral aspect of providing meaningful feedback to you, it is important to identify students’ 
strengths and where they are having success in their learning and growing journeys. When students, 
parents and teachers work together to identify strengths and success’, students are able to use these 
strengths to overcome areas in which they need to develop further. There is a growing evidence base 
that suggests when we focus on spotting and appreciating the strengths of others, rather than their 
deficiencies, they perform better. It is so encouraging to see students are reflecting upon 
themselves as learners; spurred all the more as we mirror back to them what we are 
noticing.  

My challenge for all of us this week is to ask yourself when was the last time you made a deliberate 
attempt to notice something that someone does well and acknowledge it? To intentionally spot their 
strengths? If the answer doesn’t roll off the tip of your tongue, don’t feel bad. The truth is while it’s 
relatively easy to spot the worst in others, finding the best in people and ways you can bring more of this 
out in their work isn’t something most of us naturally excel at. In fact, scientists have long understood 
that while we all share a deep psychological need to be respected, valued and appreciated, the negativity 
bias hardwired into our brain makes us much better at spotting what we don’t like about people, rather 
than their strengths. Let’s be purposeful in trying to identify what others are good at and what personal 
characteristics shine to make that person unique and valuable, and be determined to tell them… I wonder 
how this may shape our kids and us? This matches our Christian philosophy and strength based 
approach, of looking outwards and appreciating others skills, abilities, talents and strengths, 
and not just our own. 
   
I love this passage from the Bible which says “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”  
 
In Prayer this week: Philippians 4:8  
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us; a profitable term of learning! 
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and renewed energy during the school holidays; For rain; For 
the upcoming Fete; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or 
daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A8&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
I would like to start this week by thanking all of the parents who came to Parent Teacher Interviews this 
week. We see this communication as an integral part of your child’s education and a big step on the path 
to their success. I would also like to thank the staff for two quite long nights at the end of a very big 
term. 
 
Congratulations to Pulling House this week for a stunning win in the Cross Country. I have heard Mr Dan 
Garland this week reminding students there is one more Carnival to go and they want a clean sweep 
again this year! 
 
There have been a few of our academic teams out competing in the last week. The Chess team had a win 
against St Joseph’s and are gearing up to play Scone High School after the holidays. The two Da Vinci 
Decathlon teams had some very good results at Bishop Tyrell last week, placing in many activities. The 
Debating teams continue to go from strength to strength, also with some impressive results at Central 
Coast Grammar on Monday. 
 
ANZAC Day is during the last week of the holidays but I look forward to seeing many of you out 
supporting the different marches and services. Our students dressed in their uniform always have  a 
wonderful presence at these events. 
 
I would like to wish everyone a restful holiday break and a Happy Easter. I look forward to seeing 
refreshed faces back next term.  
 
Quote of the week 

“Success is never final, failure is never fatal. It’s courage that counts.” John Wooden 
 
Have a great Easter. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This week all the children at The Yellow Cottage will receive their Term 1 Portfolio. 
 
This portfolio is a printed out selection of documentation about your child’s learning and development. 
The printed out version is our gift to you! It does not replace the full digital portfolio that exists in 
StoryPark but instead serves as a physical copy of highlights from the term for you to cherish in the 
years to come.  
 
Documentation is a very important part of our job as educators. To put it simply, documentation is a 
way to track students' learning and thinking. When done correctly, documentation should take it's 
viewer on a journey through the way the children are thinking about what they are learning. 
Documentation should make the learning visible to its audience. By providing evidence of the 
children’s learning in all areas of the child’s development through photographs, transcripts of 
conversations and artifacts of their work.  
 
At The Yellow Cottage we are very focused on capturing each child’s individual learning journey and 
StoryPark provides a wonderful medium and resource for us to capture this learning. We really 
appreciate family input and comments on StoryPark. This adds to the meaning and the learning and 
development we capture about each child.  
 
Please take time to share the portfolios with your child and ask them about what is happening in the 
photos. Thank you for allowing us the privilege to share in the learning and development of your 
child.  

 
  



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Moments 
 
The fast pace at which the world is moving today means often special events we experience are quickly 
forgotten. We don’t have time to maintain the joy and positive emotions we enjoyed at the time. There is 
so much more to life than increasing speed and relishing the journey is what it should be about.  
 
It is holiday time! Easter is a special time to be thankful, for the people around us and the blessings 
present in our daily lives. Remember to slow down these holidays and open your eyes to all that we should 
be thankful for. 
 
Teaching our kids how to prolong and relive the feelings from magic moments is an effective way to build 
their wellbeing even further. Being able to do this is called savouring the moment.  
 
There are tried and proven ways to savour including, when the moment is happening, take photos and 
record your feelings on your phone, then listen to the recording and look at the photos to relive the event. 
Or, after the experience, write down the positive emotions and feelings you had, then read your story to 
enjoy the experience again.  
 
When things are not going as well as they could for students and they are despondent, encourage them to 
relive their special moments, by asking them to tell you their story about the event and using active 
constructive responding to ask them to tell you more several times. They will soon bounce back to be 
more positive.  
 

 “Gratitude unlocks the fullness in life” 
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
Ext: 1220 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Year 3  - Fresh Fruit Friday - Tomorrow 
 
3  Gold & Blue ‘Fresh Fruit Friday’ Stall - Friday 12 April 

 Selling Fresh Fruit Kebabs, Fruit Juices, 
Homemade Tomato Sauce and 
Homemade Pesto 

 All money raised will be donated to Cystic 
Fibrosis Australia 

 Where: TTC Deck 

 When: Recess and Lunchtime 

 

 

Do you have any Wheelie bins you would 
like to get rid of? 

The P&F are calling for the bins to help with 
recycling of bottles & cans at the Fete and 
at school there after! 

Please contact Emma Burnett - M: 0419 618 465  

 

 

Scone Films 

Scone Films will be screening the multi Oscar – winning film, Green Book, - 7.30pm Friday 12th 
April. Rated M 
 
Official Launch of our Digital Cinema Project.  Wine & nibbles $5. 
 
Dr Don Shirley is a world-class African-American pianist, who is about to embark on a concert tour in the 
Deep South in 1962. In need of a driver and protection, Shirley recruits Tony Lip, a tough-talking bouncer 
from an Italian-American neighbourhood in the Bronx. Despite their differences, the two men soon develop 
an unexpected bond while confronting racism and danger in an era of segregation. 
  
Green Book will screen at their pop-up cinema at the corner of Oxford Road and Cooper Street, Scone.   
Tickets are $12.  To be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a Book, 
Scone.  Running time is 2hr10m.  
Everyone is welcome.   Doors open 7pm.  Tea & Coffee available.   
 
For insurance, Under 18s must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian.   
But tickets  www.sconefilms.org.au/film-info 
Like us and share  www.facebook.com/sconefilms 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au/film-info
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms


SGS Fete & Market News 
• So many Markets & Stalls 

• Food Galore 
• Fantastic rides once again this year - will suit all 

ages 
• Raffle 1st Prize - Tickets to Elton John Concert  

• + accommodation 
• Raffle Tickets have been sent home this week & 

can be purchased online -  
www.raffletix.com.au/?ref=g86yd 

 
 

https://www.raffletix.com.au/?ref=g86yd


SGS Fete & Market News 
• Wristbands can be purchased online or from Scone 

Newsagents 
www.trybooking.com/BAMIM

https://www.trybooking.com/BAMIM


 





Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  
12 April 

 
Week 11 
Friday 12 April 
KYCK Youth Convention - to Sunday 14 April 
TAS Primary Rugby Carnival - to Sunday 14 April 
 
EASTER  
Good Friday - 19 April 
Easter Sunday - 21 April 
Easter Monday - 22 April 
ANZAC DAY - 25 April 
 
 

END OF TERM 1 

 
Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 

June 
 
WEEK 1 
Monday 29 April 
Term 2 Commences 
Tuesday 30 April 
SGS Open Day - 10.30am to 12.30pm 
HRIS Rugby Union Trials - Secondary 
Wednesday 1 May 
CIS Secondary Swimming 
Thursday 2 May 
Friday 3 May 
HRIS Primary & Secondary Cross Country 
Sunday 5 May 
SGS Fete & Markets - Markets from 9.00am,  
Fete from 12.00pm to 4.00pm 
 
WEEK 2 
Monday 6 May 
AICES 15s Girls Netball 
Tuesday 7 May 
GRIP Leadership Conference Tamworth 
Wednesday 8 May 
HICES Debating - Round 4 
2020 ACER Scholarship Applications Close 
Thursday 9 May 
SGS Chess - Round 2 
Secondary Experience Day - Yr 5 & Yr6 students 
Jack Johnson Memorial Gala Day 
Friday 10 May 
SCONE CUP  - Pupil Free Day 
 
 

 
 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 1 Tuesday 29 January to Friday  

12 April 
 
Week 11 
Friday 12 April 
Jenny Crackett, Kerrily Adams 

 
 

END OF TERM 1 
 
 

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
WEEK 1 
Monday 29 April  
Jenny Crackett  
Tuesday 30 April  
Jen Crackett  
Wednesday 31 April  
Jen Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson  
Thursday 1 May  
Fiona Bailey, Kelly Birch  
Friday 2 May  
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair  
  
WEEK 2  
Monday 6 May  
Jenny Crackett  
Tuesday 7 May  
Fiona Bailey  
Wednesday 8 May  
Jen Crackett, Timea Brayley  
Thursday 9 May  
Jen Crackett, Tania Dart  
Friday 10 May  
Scone Cup - PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
  

 We are always looking for volunteers to 
help in the Canteen, once a month, once a 

term or even once a year!  
  

Please email Student Services  -   
studentservices@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

with your contact details and Jen and Fee 
will be in contact with you. 

  
 
  

  


