
Thursday 16 May, 2019 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
Momentum is a powerful force 
Term 2 is traditionally a busy one, with students heavily engaged 
in their academic and extra-curricular pursuits. There is a positive 
heartbeat around our school as students continue to challenge 
themselves in their learning and growth. As a community, it is 
essential that we guide and support our students to remain 
focused and committed in the midst of this busyness, so they can 
continue to exert effort. Encouraging conversation with your son or 
daughter about what they are excited about, what they are finding 
challenging and what their goals are will assist them in maintaining 
this learning momentum.   
 

Our teachers are learners!  
As we guide and lead our students in their learning, we, as teachers, are also continuing to 
develop. We know when teachers engage in professional development and collaborate, they 
discover creative teaching methods that produce better outcomes for our students. Teachers who 
engage in lifelong learning set an example for our students because they practise what they teach. 
This, in turn, encourages our students to develop into lifelong learners themselves. On Friday, our 
teachers spent time collaborating on quality teaching and learning and in next week’s staff training 
we will be continuing our focus on teaching our students ‘how to learn’. Through our Grammar 
Minds approach, we are aiming to teach our students how to learn as well as teaching them the 
subject content! The benefit of this approach to teaching and learning is it enables our students to 
grow in the learning and social skills that will continue to serve them and their chosen vocations 
well beyond their school life. The Grammar Minds approach to learning is about developing a 
more positive, flourishing and resilient learner for today and tomorrow. We value your support and 
encouragement in this effort. 
 
Secondary Experience Day  
Our Secondary Experience Day last week was an exciting time for our Year 5 and 6 students, who 
were joined by another class of visiting Primary students. On this day, Primary students engaged 
in lessons across our Secondary school to gain a taste for what learning looks like in this part of 
the school. A genuine stand out for this day was the way in which our current students made our 
visiting students welcome. This is one of the ways we stand out as a school; we welcome, and we 
learn together. Thank you to teachers and students for the way in which you teamed up to make 
this a rewarding experience.  
 
Arriving at or Leaving School 
Students must arrive at and leave school in their formal uniform. For Secondary students, this 
includes the school blazer. It is not acceptable to arrive at or leave school out of uniform or 
wearing a non-uniform item (such as a jacket or jumper) with their uniform. The school uniform 
must be worn according to the school rules at all times. 
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson  
ACTING PRINCIPAL 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our Year 3 and 5 students sit their NAPLAN papers this week, I would like to share the letter written 
by Len Christie (a Principal in WA) to his students when it was time for them to sit NAPLAN. I believe it 
captures the whole NAPLAN experience perfectly. 
 
I’d like you, your family, friends and teachers to remember that these tests are unable to measure all of 
what it is that makes you the valued person who you are. The people who have created these tests and 
those that mark them don’t know you as well as your teachers know you, to the extent to which I know 
you and certainly not the way your family and friends know you. They also don’t know that you may be a 
great singer and dancer or that you can play a musical instrument really well. They also don’t know how 
well you can draw beautiful pictures. 
 
They don’t know that you have a sense of humour which can bring a smile to your friend’s faces and 
make them laugh or that they can rely upon you to support them when they need a kind and 
encouraging word. They wouldn’t know that you can write poetry and stories, play all types of different 
sports and have interesting and enjoyable hobbies. 
 
They don’t know how much you love spending time with your family and your close friends, and they 
won’t know how much you are appreciated and loved by them. You are trustworthy, kind and thoughtful 
and you try to do your best every day. Do they know that? The NAPLAN test results give you some very 
specific information about yourself but it can’t say everything about who you are and what you have 
achieved. 
 
 
 

“Kid, you’ll move mountains.”  – Dr. Seuss 
 
 
Word of the Week - Pique (verb) e.g. the children’s scientific curiosity was piqued. 
Meaning: arouse interest or curiosity (when used as a verb). 
Etymology: mid 16th century, French. 
How we can use it: find something that piques your intertest and investigate it further. 
 
Congratulations to Arlia Parker (4 Blue), Angus Johnson (4 Blue), Oliver Scott (3 Blue), Monty Bragg (1 
Blue), Grace Stenhouse (4 Gold), Emity Croft (4 Gold) and Matilda Holden (1 Blue) who are celebrating 
birthdays this week.  I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time 
with family and friends. 



Head of Secondary 
 
Last week saw us host our Year 5 & 6 students for Secondary Experience Day along with 18 visitors from 
other local schools. The day went extremely well; all students left smiling which was fantastic.  What 
made me the proudest and what sells our school the best was the 15 students from Years 9 & 10 who 
helped guide the students around and run the activities. These ambassadors for our school were kind, 
generous and very helpful. They are a credit to their families, as well as our school. 
 
On Friday last week, several of our students joined Mrs Tania Lambley working at the Scone Cup. They all 
did their job well and I understand they scraped 1600 dirty plates in the marquee. Also on Friday, Mrs 
Maria English and I took several students to the UNE Open Day; it was a chilly early start but we had a 
great day and the students learned a lot about how a university works. 
 
This week, Year 10 are going to the Skills and Thrills Careers Showcase in Muswellbrook and Year 11 & 
12 students will attend the Careers Expo in Maitland. 
 
On Monday 27 May, Grammar Grind will be donating their profits to the Cancer Council’s Biggest Morning 
Tea so please get along and have a coffee or breakfast. The Friday before, the staff will be celebrating 
the same event so I hope we will be able to make a generous donation to the Cancer Council. 
 
Quote of the week  

“History will judge us by the difference we make in the everyday lives of children.”  
- Nelson Mandela 

 
Have a great week! 
  
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

Reminder -School Photos 
 
The School photos will be on Wednesday 22 May.  Full winter uniform is to be 
worn on this day. 
 
An envelope will be sent home with your child Thursday 16 May to enable you to place 
your order. 
 
Please make sure your payment is included when you return your envelope,or your online 
payment receipt number is noted on the envelope. 
One payment for the whole family is possible. 
 
Please make sure you note on each of the envelopes in which envelope you have placed 
the family payment together with that child’s Year and Class/House.  There are instructions 
on each envelope.  This will make tracking the payments easier. 
 
School Family Photo Envelopes are available at Student Services.  These photos will be 
taken in the MPR from 12.15 pm on the day.  Eldest Child is to have the photo order with 
them. 
 
Primary students please return your envelopes to your Class Teacher prior to photo day. 
Secondary students you are to bring your photo order with you on the day and hand to 
the photographer doing your individual photo. 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Next week we start visiting Paradise Park in Murrurundi.  
 
The children will be taken into the bush for a four hour programme of exploring and activities. These 
visits provide opportunities for children to connect to the land, their culture and explore nature, as 
well as scientific and maths concepts. 
 
The programme fits well under the Belonging, Being and Becoming - The Early Years Learning 
Framework by linking with the five learning outcomes identified. These sessions are filled with 
valuable opportunities for children as they play and explore in the bush. Children need to know their 
culture, identity and be strong and proud, knowing and valuing this. 
 
Wellbeing and Character Strength Development is a feature of these excursions into the bush with lots 
of discussion about the dialling up different Character Strengths as we negotiate a new experience in 
a different environment. Children develop a strong sense of wellbeing through challenge, risk 
management, risk taking, social connection and become confident and involved learners. Through first 
hand nature experiences they develop a positive disposition for learning through encouraging 
engagement, enjoyment, curiosity, cooperation, confidence, creativity, persistence and problem 
solving. They work together on challenges. 
 
Planned dates are Monday 20 May, Tuesday 28 May, Wednesday 5 June, Thursday 13 June and 
Friday 28 June. 
 
Kirsty Hails 
TYC Director 
 
 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patterns at Home 
Extending students’ learning beyond the classroom, builds their independence, brain pathways and growth 
mindsets to explore and learn, and one of these learning environments is at home. An area predominantly 
used for learning is highly desirable. Over time their brains will build patterns that associate that place with 
learning, thus creating habits and reducing barriers to getting started. Also, plenty of colour in this area 
stimulates students’ brains.  
 
Many families find space a problem and a special learning area very difficult to provide. In these cases, the 
best scenario is to create as many of the features for an efficient learning area as possible, including well 
lit, quiet, warm, comfortable and a copy of a timetable on the wall can be useful. It also needs to be well 
resourced with stationery and a computer, away from distractions, especially TV and loud music and 
mobiles on flight mode. Quiet rhythmic music can actually enhance learning.  
 
Studying in front of the TV is a total waste of time, because their brains’ attention cannot compete with 
the brightness, noise and movement on the screen. Studying in bed is ineffective, because the brain 
relates bed to sleep, not study.  
 
Challenge: Feel Good Menu 
 
Neuroscience has shown that with every new experience you have, your brain changes and you can grow 
your brain’s abilities in all areas of your life. Just as you boost your physical fitness by regularly working 
out, the wellbeing fitness challenges stretch your abilities to grow your wellbeing.  
 

• Make a list of your ten best of best feel good activities and choose to do one every day to thrive and 
flourish.  

 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
Ext: 1220 
 
**A reminder to all our families to come along to our Parent Information Evening where we 
explain in detail the importance of Visible Wellbeing and how we are applying Character 
Strengths in our everyday teaching.** 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Curriculum News 
 

HICES Debating Round 4 
 
On Wednesday 8 May, five SGS Debating Teams travelled to Hunter Valley Grammar School (HVGS) in 
Maitland to take part in Round 4 of the 2019 HICES Debating Competition with Mrs Deb Moore and Ms 
Louise Broomfield. The five teams were made up of three Junior, one Middle and one Senior.  
 
The Junior Debate was That advertising aimed specifically at children should be banned.  Scone White and 
Gold had the affirmative argument and Scone Blue the negative. The Junior White team with Ned Kimpton, 
Olivia Thrift, Ollie Dart and Sienna Baber lost against HVGS Red. The Junior Gold team with Jason 
Lighezzolo, Callum Doherty, Allyson Irwin and Hamish Davidson also lost against Lakes Grammar. Both 
teams had developed strong arguments, however, the negative teams were able to rebut effectively by 
stating that advertising is everywhere and it is impossible to ban it just for children. The Junior Blue team 
with Sienna Johnson, Charlie Magnier, Clare Wilkinson and Charlie Mitchell won against HVGS Blue.   
 
Our Middle Division Teams argued the topic That we need a referendum to change the date of Australia 
Day.  Our team had the difficult task of arguing the affirmative for this topic as a referendum can only be 
held to change the Constitution and Australia Day is not mentioned in the Australian Constitution. Under 
the guidance of Ms Broomfield the team managed to redefine ‘referendum’ to mean a plebiscite or an 
‘advisory referendum’ so that they could develop an accurate argument. Unfortunately, they were defeated 
by a very strong Central Coast Grammar School team. 
 
In the Senior Division, SGS had the negative argument for an impromptu debate on the topic, that social 
media sites need to do more to stop hate speech. Bridget Burnett, Sam Barry, Hamish Guiana and Max 
Seale lost against Central Coast Grammar School in a tightly contested debate. 
 
Thanks to Ms Louise Broomfield for accompanying us and Mr Crowther for driving the bus.  Hugo Shann, 
Campbell Smith and Hunter Wild acted as chairperson/ Timekeeper in the Junior Debates.  Once again, I 
was impressed with the group of students from Years 5 to 9 who have been so committed to the weekly 
debating meetings each Thursday afternoon.  
 
This was the final round in the preliminary competition. Over the next few weeks Ms Broomfiled and I will 
be working with two senior teams who are preparing for the Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
on June 5. The debate will be held at SGS at 2:30. Parents and friends are invited to come along. 
 

Mrs Deb Moore 
Debating Coordinator 

 

 

 



Sport News 
 
HRIS Cross Country 2019 
 
A fantastic day of competition was held on Friday May 3rd at the HRIS Cross Country. Approximately 
100 students from both Primary and Secondary travelled to Avondale College to compete. This year our 
Secondary School placed two spots better than last year with 11th place overall and our Primary School 
placing 8th overall, each out of 17 schools.  
 
To gain entry into the HRIS team for Secondary and compete at AICES, runners needed to finish in the 
top 10. Each event consisted of 80 other competitors. Congratulations to the following student: 
 

  Tyler Kelly 16 Year Boys 9th 
 
To gain entry into the HRIS team and compete at CIS for Primary, the runners needed to finish in the 
top 15. Once again our runners were up against 80 other competitors. The Carnival started with our 8 
Year old students and 9 Year old students. We had some great results in this age group. Quinn Parry-
Okeden 5th, Chelsea Lee 11th, Patrick Burke 6th and Paddy Brawshaw 10th. Unfortunately, although the 8 
Year olds and 9 Year olds run separately on the day, they are competing against one another on time. 
For this reason, Quinn, Chelsea, Patrick and Paddy will not be going further this year. Congratulations to 
the following students who will be going on to CIS: 
 

Georgia Maben   9 Years Girls  3rd 
Isabelle Burke  10 Year Girls  12th  
Isabella Henderson 11 Year Girls  8th  
Tommy Hill   11 Year Boys  11th  
Hugo Firth   12 Year Boys 3rd  
Harry Warner  12 Year Boys  9th  

 
AICES will be held on Tuesday 4 June, 2019 at the Sydney International Equestrian Centre, Saxony Rd, 
Horsley Park.  
 
CIS will be held on Thursday 13 June, 2019 at Eastern Creek International Raceway. 
 
Further information to come. 
 
 

CIS Hockey Trials  
 
Last week we had 6 students travel to Sydney to trial for the Primary CIS Hockey Team:- Lilla Stanford, 
Emma Henry, Lizzy Ray, Andrew Crowther, Tommy Hill and George Patterson. These students were 
selected by our staff and hockey coaches.  
 
The top hockey players from independent schools in NSW were sent to this trial, making it very 
competitive. Lizzy demonstrated impressive stick work and incredible skill at these trials and was 
selected in a team of 13 girls to represent CIS at the NSWPSSA Carnival in June.  
 
Congratulations and we wish her well at the next championships.  
 
Miss Jessica Day  
K-12 Sports Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Achiev ements 
 
SGS Elite Performance Pathway Students 2019 
 
Congratulations to Darcy Moore, Fletcher Shearman, Ryan 
Clerke, Sarah Clark, Callum Goodwin, Tyler Kelly and Laura 
Sadler for their selection into the newly developed SGS Elite 
Performance Pathway Programme  for 2019.  
 
This programme aims to identify, nurture and develop 
student athletes to reach their potential in both their 
academic and sporting ambitions. These students will have 

the opportunity to train and be mentored in an environment of excellence by top external coaches and 
facilitators. We look forward to sharing more on these students and what they are doing in the 
programme as the months go by.  

 

Equestrian - Millie Fisher - Year 12 
 
Millie has had a very busy and successful few weeks. Competing at the Royal Easter 
Show Millie and her horse ‘Laurel Glen Brandy Man’ came 4th in 3 out of 4 rounds in 
the Show Jumping Junior Class (12 to 18 Year olds), clearing 1.25m jumps. Millie also 
came 3rd in the Grand Prix event, competing against the top 25% of riders in the 
final jump off round. 
 
Following on from Sydney, Millie has just spent the last 2 weeks competing in the 
Aquis Show Jumping Champions Tour in Queensland. Competing with 2 horses, Millie 
entered the Futurity event, progressing through 3 rounds to reach the final placing  

12th out of 85 competitors. In this event Millie cleared her highest jump of 1.40m. Millie also came 7th 
out of 84 competitors in the First Junior Qualifier. In the Second Junior Qualifier, riding a new horse ‘Pica 
Bleu’ they placed 14th, despite riding in very wet weather. 
 
Millie will now focus on her HSC studies as well as training for the State Show Jumping Championships in 
Canberra in October. 

 
 
NSW Country Rugby - Laura Sadler - Year 11 
 
On the weekend of the 11-12 May, Laura represented Central North at the Country 
Rugby Championships. At this event, there were selectors looking at all the players 
from all areas to select a team for NSW Country. Laura was successful in being 
selected in the NSW Country team and will compete in a number of tournaments 
over the coming months playing against CHS (Combined High Schools) in Sydney, 
National School Girls’ in Canberra and City in Newcastle. Good luck Laura! 
 
 
 

 
Equestrian - Charlie Magnier - Year 5 
 
Charlie has also spent the last 2 weeks competing at the Aquis Show Jumping 
Champions Tour in Queensland. Competing with 2 horses, Charlie had a very 
successful meet placing 1st, 2nd, two 3rds, a 4th and a 5th.  In the overall Mini 
Championships Charlie also came 2nd and 3rd. Congratulations Charlie! 
 
 
 



Equestrian News 
 

These students will be competing at Quirindi Horse Sports on Friday, 24 May. We wish them all a very 
successful day. 
 

• Adelaide Fraser, Emity Croft, Harrison Baxter, Mikayla O’Halloran, Grace Stenhouse, Paige Baxter, 
Zara Nugent, Georgia Maben, Ashlyn Stutsel, Isla Hamson, Sophie Hawthorne and Ally Taylor.  

 
These students will be competing at the Interschools Horse Expo at Coonabarabran from Friday 31 May 
until Tuesday 4 June.  We wish them a very successful five day competition! 
 

• Emmerson Mitchell, Georgia Thrift, Eloise Blayden, Lucy Wade and Katrina Gorman. 
 
I need to complete the group Stable Booking Form for ISHE before Friday 24 May. If you are intending 
to compete at ISHE please contact me via email in regard to stabling. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-Ordinator 
adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Parent Work ing Bee - Tuesday 21  May , 9 .3 0am  
 
Recently, the P&F generously donated money to purchase new decodable readers. Decodable readers 
are being used in class rooms across Kindergarten to Year 4 to help improve students reading fluency. 
 
We are grateful to the P&F for supporting us in being able to purchase these new books to be utilised in 
the classroom.  
 
We are keen to get them into classrooms as soon as we can but to 
ensure longevity of the books, they all need to be prepared and 
covered in contact before the students may use them. 
 
We are hoping to hold a Working Bee on Tuesday 21st May at 
9.30am in the Library. 
 
If you are be able to spare an hour or two on Tuesday can you please 
let me know by Friday 17 May or alternatively fill in the Skoolbag e-
form. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at school on 6545 3131 or via email at 
jwalsh@sgs.nsw.edu.au. 
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Community Announcements 
 

Road Safety & Awareness - New England Highway Bypass Update - Movement of 
very large Bridge Beams from Mid May to July 2019 

 
Daracon have advised the School of some possible noise and traffic delays with regards to the 
movement and installation of concrete 
bridge beams. The movement of the 
beams from the Daracon Compound at 
Makybe Diva Street to the Parson Gully 
Bridge from the Golf Club in Aberdeen 
Street to Liverpool Street will commence 
on Thursday 16 May for a 4-6 week 
period. 
 
Due to the size and weight of these 
beams, they will be transported under 
traffic control via the route shown on the 
map below.Each truck will transport 1 x 
27m long concrete beam to the 
unloading location.  Only 1 truck at a 
time will be unloaded which in turn may 
cause up to 30 minute delays to traffic 
and pedestrians going to Bill Rose 
Complex. The work will involve trucks 
accessing the site and the use of 
machinery and cranes will generate some 
noise.  
 
Daracon have stated: 
 

• they will make every effort to avoid 
beams being transported during 
School peak traffic times of drop off 
and pick up; and  

• they will make every effort to 
minimise noise by using respectful 
behavioural practices and turning off machinery when not in use. 

• Daracon would also like to thank the community for their patience. 
 

Scone Films - On The Basis of Sex - Tickets $12 - Doors Open 7pm 
 
US supreme court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, has had an extraordinary life.  Now a revered icon and 
role model, figure, she is a revolutionary civil rights crusader and a brilliant original thinker.   
As a struggling attorney and new mother, Ginsburg faced adversity and numerous obstacles in her 
fight for equal rights. She took on a groundbreaking case, that the law discriminates on the bases of 
gender.   
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, was later appointed Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in 1993. She is 
the second female justice of four to be confirmed to the court, a position she holds to this day.  See 
where her story  began in this stirring, heartfelt drama. 
  
Screening at their pop-up cinema at the corner of Oxford Road and Cooper Street, Scone. To be sure 
of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a Book, Scone.  Running time is 2 
hours.  Everyone is welcome.   Tea & Coffee available.   
For insurance, Under 18s must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian.   
But tickets  www.sconefilms.org.au/film-info 
Like us and share  www.facebook.com/sconefilms  

http://www.sconefilms.org.au/film-info
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 

June 
 
WEEK 3 
Friday 17 May 
NAPLAN 2019 
CIS Primary Netball 
Maitland Careers Expo - Years 11&12 
Saturday 18 May 
2020 ACER Scholarship Sitting Date 
 
WEEK 4 
Monday 20 May 
Tuesday 21 May 
HRIS Secondary Netball 
Primary 800m Event 
Wednesday 22 May 
Whole School Photos 
CIS Primary Rugby League Trials 
National Simultaneous Storytime 
Thursday 23 May 
AICES Touch Football 
Friday 24 May 
Narrabri Dance Eisteddfod 
Saturday 25 May 
Primary Rugby 7s State Final 
 
WEEK 5 
Monday 27May 
‘Strengths Based Approach to Life’ -  
Parent Information Evening, 6pm in STLC 
Primary Athletics Carnival 
Tuesday 28 May 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials 
Secondary Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday 29 May 
Duke of Ed Bronze & Silver Qualifier 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials 
Thursday 30 May 
Duke of Ed Bronze & Silver Qualifier 
Coona Horse Expo - until 4 June 
Primary Choirs - Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
Friday 31 May 
Senior Choirs - Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
 
WEEK 6  
Monday 3 June 
Tuesday 4 June 
Wednesday 5 June 
Thursday 6 June 
Friday 7 June 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
 

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
WEEK 3 
Friday 17 May 
Fee Bailey – Erryn Day 

 
WEEK 4 
Monday 20 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 21 May 
Fee Bailey  
Wednesday 22 May 
Fee Bailey – Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 23 May  
Jen Crackett – Sue Goodhew 
Friday 24 May  
Jenny Crackett – Kelly Greenwood 
 
WEEK 5 
Monday 27 May 
Jenny Crackett, Fee Bailey 
Tuesday 28 May 
Jenny Crackett, Fee Bailey 
Wednesday 29 May 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 30 May 
Fee Bailey, Jo Fernandez 
Friday 31 May 
Fee Bailey, Sarah Stanford, Mandy Kennedy 

 

  


