
Friday 24 May, 2019 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
It is wonderful to be back from leave and engaged in this busy and 
exciting term. I have valued moving around the School and 
experiencing the learning that is happening everywhere from The 
Yellow Cottage through to Year 12 and among the staff. SGS is a 
learning community that is bubbling along very positively. I would like 
to thank Rev Nate for his leadership in my absence. 
 
We have continued to see individuals achieving outstanding success. 
Alyssa Mollema has been selected for the Australian Under 19s 
Archery Team to compete in the World Championships later this year. 
We wish Alyssa all the best and congratulate her on her continued 
success.  
 

Two Primary boys have had success at the CIS Primary Rugby League trials. Lachlan Hails has 
been selected into the CIS Team and Hugo Firth as a shadow for the team.  
 
It is always a joy to see students’ hard work and dedication to their chosen interest demonstrate 
their talent and gain recognition! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also wish our Primary Rugby 7s team success as they represent us at the State Finals this 
weekend. 
 
‘A Strengths-Based Approach to Life’ Information Evening 
 
Please join us on Monday 
evening from 6.00pm in 
the STLC to grow your 
understanding of the 
strengths-based approach 
we are taking at school 
and how you can be 
involved at home. It will 
be a very valuable time 
together. 
 
 
We continue to pray for rain for our region and for those who are impacted by the ongoing 
drought.  
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In an age where technology is rapidly influencing the way in which we function in our everyday lives, I 
came across the latest statistics about what goes on in one internet minute, in the year 2019. It’s 
overwhelmingly staggering and made me question my contributions to these statistics. So; in an internet 
minute, the following will happen: 
 

• 18.1 million text messages 

• 188 million emails sent 

• 3.8 million Google search queries 

• 4.5 million YouTube videos viewed 

• 390,030 Apps downloaded 

• 1 million Facebook logins 

• $996,956 Spent online 
 
I know I’m certainly guilty of just about all of the above and it made me question how much the use of 
technology and our reliance on technology, is impeding the other skills necessary to survive in an ever-
changing and fast-growing society. In all honesty, it starts at a young age - as iPads are now the ‘norm’ 
for most kids.  
 
I would like to think we are allowing our kids to find a balance that ensures they are still exposed to 
important life skills. Things like; the ability to interact with their peer groups, conversational skills, resolve 
disagreements, time management, reading and writing, the ability to apologise and forgive, thinking 
positively, respecting the environment and to love unconditionally. The balance between ‘screen time and 
green time’ is also significant. Encouraging our kids to get outside and run, jump, catch, kick, throw, 
climb and explore, are all still important. These are also precious opportunities for parents to engage and 
interact with their children. 
 
 
 

“It’s the heart that really matters in the end.”  – Rob Thomas 
 
 
 
Word of the Week - Logophile e.g. Shakespeare was such a logophile that he created new words 
every day. 
Meaning: a lover of words  
Etymology: from a Greek derivative, 20th century 
How we can use it: be a logophile this week and learn a new word! 
 
 
Congratulations to Luke Baker (4 Gold), Seth Coe (5 Blue), Sam Lambley (5 Gold), Alyssa Sowter (5 
Blue), Alice Walsh (6 Blue), Georgia Thrift (5 Gold) and Jagger Leith (6 Blue) who are celebrating 
birthdays this week.  I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time 
with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-1 2 
 
 
At Scone Grammar School we believe a good ‘education’ is about more than simply getting good marks. It 
is about becoming a healthy and responsible member of society and succeeding in life; knowing how to 
build respectful relationships is key in achieving this. The unacceptably high rates of violence that occur 
within relationships are well-documented. We know cultural change is necessary and education settings 
can play an integral role in this. Evidence shows schools can play a powerful role in changing this story 
for future generations. 

 

 
 
 
Accordingly, our Year 10 students annually participate in a full day workshop called LOVE BITES. On 
Tuesday, Upper Hunter sexual assault workers, domestic violence workers, youth workers and Police 
facilitated this programme for us. The day consisted of two interactive education workshops on Domestic 
and Family Violence and Sexual Assault, followed by creative workshops that consolidated the information 
from the morning. The artworks created in the creative session will be the basis for local campaigns to 
challenge violence in our community. This campaign is led by and delivered by young people. This 
programme is one of many offered to our students which focus upon building the capacity for strength, 
honour and responsibility in our young people.  

 

                 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Ephesians 4:32  
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; For the gift of positive and healthy relationships; parents, teachers and supporters 
who truly care for us 
Pray for: Year 7-10 students participating in upcoming exams; Upcoming Athletics Carnivals; For families 
and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A32
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
 
We’ve had another busy and exciting week, with a Netball Gala Day, Touch Football, Agriculture and 
Geography excursions and School Photos, to name just a few experiences. What also excited me this 
week was to receive an email about an ex student and his achievements at University. An extract from 
the email is below: 
 
I would just like to let you know your past student Cameron 
Nichols (Class of 2014) graduated yesterday 15/5/19 from Sydney 
University with a Bachelor of Computer Science and Technology 
Advanced. During Cameron's degree he gained recognition for his 
development project and received the Microsoft Award for best 
Senior Development Project, interning for the company Agriwebb. 
He and his team developed a programme aimed at helping 
farmers across Australia simplify their farm record keeping. 
Cameron has since gained a permanent position with One Disease 
medical research group as a programme developer. 
 
Mrs Tanya Nichols 
 
It is great to hear of the success our students continue to have 
after school. 
 
A quick reminder on Monday morning Grammar Grind will be 
donating its profits to the ‘Biggest Morning Tea’. If you can 
support this great cause I know it will be appreciated.  
 
Our staff are focusing on the skill of Perseverance at the minute and teaching our students that it is ok to 
struggle, it is ok to make mistakes and not everyone gets things the first time. I would like to ask parents 
to reinforce these concepts at home. We had many conversations in our staff meeting this week about 
the fact we only get to see our students a few hours every day and we can make a big difference but 
working as a team with parents we can amplify the effect.  
 
Quote of the week 

“Patience and perseverance have a magical effect before which difficulties disappear and 
obstacles vanish.” John Quincy Adams 

 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



 

Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
 
 
This week we started our Bush Kindy programme.  
 
It has so many benefits but one of the main opportunities Bush Kindy provides is risky play. We 
noticed many of the children were apprehensive and challenged by the idea of Bush Kindy. It is not an 
easy walk and there are elements of challenge and risk along the way. We love the fact the children 
were able to really dial up their bravery and perseverance as they tackled the trek up the Eye of the 
Needle.  

 
Life is full of risk. By providing children with opportunities to participate in risky and challenging play is 
important in a learning environment. We provide opportunity for the development of life skills such as 
making choices, problem solving, supported risk taking, and navigating their way socially and 
emotionally in group situations. These skills are important right through life – particularly in vulnerable 
stages such as their teenage years.   
 
Let’s send them out prepared! 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Growing Our Brains 
 
Most parents and teachers encourage students to practise and apply what they learn in class to other 
situations after school. Any push back from students is part of adolescence, but if they knew how their 
brains learn new things to build habits, they might well be more open-minded.  
 
Neuroscience has shown that their (and our) brains rewire themselves when they experience new things; 
called Neuroplasticity. Their brains create new brain (neural) pathways by joining millions of nerve cells, 
called neurons, together. The more often they repeat something, the stronger these pathways become and 
the faster the messages travel down them. Their brains love searching for patterns and deliberately 
practising creates patterns which become their habits.  
 
On the other hand, when these pathways aren’t used they wither and die. That is why learnt material 
needs to be revisited for the brain pathways to strengthen. Study and practise develop the brain pathways 
in their memories to remember things. Practising at the same level will improve their reliability, but will not 
result in personal or academic growth. To achieve this, they need to increase the difficulty of what they 
practise and the character strength perseverance is an effective one to action to use.  

 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Curriculum News 
 
 

Grammar Grind News 
 

The month of May has been very busy for the Grammar 
Grind.  
 
Students started back in Week 1 this term doing preparation for various food stalls for the Fete. I would 
like to thank Year 7 Technology, Year 8 Technology, Year 9 Food Technology, Year 10 Food 
Technology and Year 11 and 12 Hospitality for their massive assistance with all this preparation. 
During this time, we also had a visit from the Environmental Health Officer from the Council, inspecting the 
kitchen prior to the Fete and I would also like to highlight the efforts of Year 7 Technology and 
Hospitality classes for their fantastic work with cleaning and organising the kitchen. Fete day was a big 
one with many students from Year 8 to Year 12 volunteering their time in the kitchen. Huge thanks to 
Tegan Ferries and Sarah Dart who worked for the entire day making hundreds of coffees.  
 
Scone Cup Day was another busy day for 26 students, working as employees in the Darley Marquee for 
The Hunted Gourmet. We would like to thank Merv from the Hunted Gourmet for this magnificent, eye 
opening opportunity with working at such a huge event.  
 
The Grammar Grind has also been involved in assisting with fundraising for the up and coming Vanuatu 
trip. Mr Nick Price informed us that it costs approximately $40 per year to send a child to school in 
Vanuatu. Hopefully the funds raised over this term will provide some assistance to contribute to this very 
worthwhile cause.  
 
Also, don’t forget to drop by the Grammar Grind for a drink and a bite to eat on Monday as we will be 
participating in Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, with all funds raised on the day supporting the Cancer 
Council.  
 
Finally, the Grammar Grind would like to farewell Mrs Alice Forsythe and thank her for all her assistance 
during her time at Scone Grammar School. She has been an incredible support to the Grammar Grind with 
organising merchandise, aprons, signage and most importantly promoting students working at the café. 
We will miss your bubbly and positive personality and wish you all the very best for the future and look 
forward to seeing you when you drop in for a coffee on a Monday morning! 
 
Tania Lambley 
Food Technology/Hospitality Teacher.  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today is Mrs Forsythe’s last day at SGS! Alice has been a part of 
our SGS family since 2011 as a parent and 2013 as our Marketing 
and Communications Officer. 
 
As a parent body we thank Alice for her commitment and positivity 
at Scone Grammar School. All of this is done behind the scenes as 
a photographer, social media manager, communicator of messages 
and announcements through Skoolbag and the Newsletter.  
 
Alice has always made herself available to our P&F members, is 
always giving of her time and attention when we land 
unannounced in her office despite the many tasks she needs to 
complete herself. She has always been a source of advice and a 
helpful and willing launching point for us to get word out to you, 
our parents. 
 
Alice, on behalf of all of the Parents and Friends of Scone Grammar School, we wish you all the best in 
your next venture and we send our heartfelt thanks for all that you have done for us at SGS. Please 
keep in touch! 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Di Gillett 
SGS P&F President  
parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

SGS Foundation - Save the Date - A fun community event is coming your way! 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Community Notices 

Scone Parish 

Dinner 

 

An invitation is extended to 

You and your friends  

 

Guest Speaker: Tonia Barton – “Quilts” 

 

On:  Friday 14 June 2019 

Time:  6:00pm 

Venue:  St Luke’s Hall 

Cost:  $25 or $20 for pensioners 

Three course meal. 

Please advise if you have any special dietary requirements. 

BYO drinks. 

 

RSVP: Monday 10 June 

 

The Secretary 

(M) 0428 458141 

(E): sconeanglicanparish@gmail com 

(E): kerryj@esat.net.au 

 
Word of mouth -Parish Councillors. 

 



Notices 
 
Scone Films 

 
TOP END WEDDING  M   SUNDAY  9th JUNE 2.30pm.  
         
Starring Miranda Tapsell & Gwilym Lee 
 
A new Australian romantic comedy with a sincere sense of 
place and gorgeous cinematography of the Australian 
landscape. 
  
Engaged and in love Lauren and Ned have just 10 days to reunite her newly separated parents 
and pull off their dream Top End Wedding. But Lauren's mother has gone missing in the 
remote far north of Australia, experiencing a midlife crisis. Lauren must save her parents’ 
marriage before she can begin her own In order to find her, the couple goes on a fantastic 
road trip across northern Australia. Along the way they find fulfillment for their own personal 
journeys through the wild beauty of the landscapes and the unbeatable charm of the 
characters that they meet along the way. But will they finally recover Lauren's mother and 
pursue their dream wedding?  
  
“The tone is not permitted to become too serious and the feelgood ending is never in doubt. 
We can also be assured that Blair is going to harness all of the Territory's most spectacular 
features and show them at their most beguiling.”  Sydney Morning Herald 
 
Delicious homemade Afternoon Tea $5 
 
Entry $12  from our website, Hunt a Book Scone, or at the door.    
 
Running time 1hr53.  Doors open 2pm.   
 
  
www.sconefilms.org.au        Like us and share on  www.facebook.com/sconefilms 
For insurance, Under 18s must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
 

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
WEEK 4 
Friday 24 May 
Narrabri Dance Eisteddfod 
Saturday 25 May 
Primary Rugby 7s State Final 
 
WEEK 5 
Monday 27May 
‘Strengths Based Approach to Life’ -  
Parent Information Evening, 6pm in STLC 
Primary Athletics Carnival 
Tuesday 28 May 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials 
Secondary Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday 29 May 
Duke of Ed Bronze & Silver Qualifier 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials 
Thursday 30 May 
Duke of Ed Bronze & Silver Qualifier 
Coona Horse Expo - until 4 June 
Primary Choirs - Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
Friday 31 May 
Senior Choirs - Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
 
WEEK 6 
Monday 3 June 
Year 7 to Year 10 exams-10 —until 6 June 
Tuesday 4 June 
Year 2 Strathearn Visits 
CIS Primary Touch Football 
AICES Cross Country 
Wednesday 5 June 
HRIS Primary Basketball Gala Years 3/4 
Thursday 6 June 
Whole School Out of Uniform Day—Vanuatu Theme 
Primary Dance Eisteddfod Tamworth 
Friday 7 June 
 
 
WEEK 7 
Monday 10 June 
Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend Public Holiday  
Tuesday 11 June 
Year 2 Strathearn Visits 
P&F Meeting 
Wednesday 12 June 
Year 3 History Tour to Murrurrundi 
Thursday 13 June 
CIS Primary & Secondary Cross Country 
Year 8 Film Night 
Friday 14 June 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
 

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
WEEK 4 
Friday 24 May  
Jenny Crackett – Kelly Greenwood 
 
 
WEEK 5 
Monday 27 May 
Jenny Crackett, Fee Bailey 
Tuesday 28 May 
Jenny Crackett, Fee Bailey 
Wednesday 29 May 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 30 May 
Fee Bailey, Jo Fernandez 
Friday 31 May 
Fee Bailey, Sarah Stanford, Mandy Kennedy 

 
WEEK 6 
Monday 3 June 
Jenny Crackett,  
Tuesday 4 June 
Fee Bailey, Kirsty Gray 
Wednesday 5 June 
Fee Bailey, Timea Brayley 
Thursday 6 June 
Jenny Crackett, Wayne McDonald, Helen Smith 
Friday 7 June 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley, Georgie Ryan 
 
WEEK 7 
Monday 10 June 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 11 June 
Fee Bailey, Sharunia Khan 
Wednesday 12 June 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 13 June 
Fee Bailey, Tania Dart, Kelly Birch 
Friday 14 June 
Fee Bailey, Vanda Mikukiene, Dordie Dawson 
 


