
Thursday 9 May, 2019 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
Fete 
Our annual School Fete was a huge success on Sunday. We were 
blessed with a beautiful day that encouraged a great crowd to enjoy 
all that was on offer at Scone Grammar School. Our teachers and 
students did a fantastic job of our Primary and Yellow Cottage floats 
in the Horse Parade. Thank you to all those who were able to 
support in so many ways. Our thanks go to the students and staff 
who worked hard to support the Fete, to the parents who gave so 
freely of their time to assist in so many ways, to the Class Liaison 
Parents who coordinated the food stalls and especially to the Fete 
Committee who have worked diligently for many months to enable 

the Fete to be a success. Yvonne Clerke and Erryn Day have worked tirelessly to co-ordinate our 
Fete. Our School has appreciated your dedication to this for many years. We thank you for the 
heart and effort you have put into this role.  
 
Parent Information Night ‘A strength-based approach to life’   
On Monday evening 27 May all parents are invited to attend our Parent Information Night focusing 
on ‘A strength-based approach to life’. Children are also invited to attend for a movie night, 
supported by our generous P & F. Children will be fully supervised, with supper, on this evening to 
allow you to engage in the Information Night. The topics which will be presented by our trained 
staff include ‘What are strengths?’ ‘Why are they important to use?’ ‘What are we doing at Scone 
Grammar School?’ and ‘What can you do at home?’. This is sure to be an engaging session that 
will help us use a common approach in assisting our young people to be positive, flourishing 
learners in life, as they learn to use their God-given strengths.  
 
NAPLAN 
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy) testing will be held 14 – 16May 
for students in Year 3, 5, 7 & 9. Skills to be tested include reading, writing, spelling, grammar and 
punctuation, and numeracy. It is important for you and your child to know that NAPLAN is not a 
pass/fail test. It simply looks at what level students are achieving in literacy and numeracy against 
National Standards and compared with student peers. The best way you can help your child 
prepare for NAPLAN is to let them know that it is just a routine part of their learning at school. It 
is important to acknowledge that NAPLAN is only one assessment and should not be a 
cause of anxiety for our children or parents. Please join with us in affirming that it 
does not determine their personal value, nor does it measure all the learning and 
growth that happens at Scone Grammar School. NAPLAN data does provide us with 
considerable information to help inform and guide our teaching practice to optimize current and 
future learning in our school. We would like our students to put in effort to strive for their best so 
that the results are an accurate reflection of their current ability. As always, sleep, healthy eating 
and minimal stress all contribute positively to a student flourishing and thus, academic 
performance. 
 
Pupil Free Day  
Friday 10  May is a Pupil Free Day due to the half day Public Holiday gazetted in Scone. No 
students should be at school on this day. Our P-12 Staff will be participating in Professional 
Development for the half day, focused on the continued advancement of quality teaching and 
learning programmes across our school.  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson  
Acting Principal  
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
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CONGRATULATIONS SGS!  

 
Dear Parents, Friends, Staff and Students of SGS, 
 
My very sincere thanks to each of you. 2019 was another very successful year for our annual SGS Fete & 
Markets. It does not happen without you. It was most encouraging to turn up Sunday morning to parents 
and staff setting up stalls and cooking up a storm. For me, that’s what the Fete is all about - coming 
together as a community. The fundraising is the bonus.  
 
Individual thanks to Mrs Tania Lambley, who year after year goes above and beyond in supporting us. 
Tania and her students prepare all the food for us which is amazing. Tania shares the kitchen space and 
all its equipment with us whilst being dragged from pillar to post guiding food stalls and assisting parents 
with our many questions whilst running her own Café with the Grammar Grind students.  
 
Thank you to our Fete Co-ordinator of the past 5 years, Mrs Yvonne Clerke. A broken leg and broken 
wrist did nothing to stop our Von from being there and seeing her hard work pay off. Yvonne’s thorough 
and calm approach means our Fete has not only continued but has gone from strength to strength.  
 
Thank you also to Yvonne’s right hand woman of the past 3 years, Mrs Erryn Day. Erryn - thank you for 
organizing our Market Street, our online raffle tickets and ride tickets, our SGS fete & Markets Facebook 
page and everything else in between. 
 
Both Yvonne and Erryn are passing on the baton to a new Fete Co-ordinator. If you think you would like 
to step into this role, please do not hesitate to contact me. You will be greatly supported by our team.  
 
We do not have an exact figure yet but profits are looking strong. Our next step (my favourite) is to 
deicide on how to put this money back into the School for the benefit of our children. Please let us know 
how you would like to see this money spent – our current trajectory is towards play equipment (monkey 
bars, climbing nets etc) for the kids.  
 
 
Heartfelt thanks, 
 
Di Gillett 
SGS P&F President  
0431 093735 
 



SGS Fete & Markets 2019 

 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all involved for making our school Fete such a wonderful occasion. 
Bathed in beautiful sunshine, our school was a hive of activity as it became the focal point of the town. 
Seeing the ‘wave’ of people make their way down to the school after the parade was a truly remarkable 
sight. 
 
The number of parent volunteers on hand proves that our school community is alive and well and it really 
does send a message to the students that you care about their school. I would also like to draw attention 
to the number of teachers who gave up their time. Whether it was with set up, selling drinks and tickets 
for rides, coordinating student musical items, going on the float, clean up, pack up…it goes on…I would 
like to say thanks. To the amazing Fete Committee, your time, energy and passion is unrivalled. 
 
Events like our Fete don’t just happen. Everybody needs to play their part. Thank you for going above 
and beyond to play your part well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Winners never quit, and quitters never win.”  – Vince Lombardi 

 
 
Word of the Week - Esoteric e.g. the scientist was very esoteric in his chosen field 
Meaning: intended for or likely to be understood by only a small number of people with a specialized 
knowledge or interest. 
Etymology: mid 17th century, Greek 
How we can use it: try and share your specific interests and knowledge with your peers this week 
 
Congratulations to Jack Daniels (1 Blue), Georgia Maben (4 Blue), Georgia Henderson (4 Gold), Charlton 
Hall (6 Blue), Paxton Hill (K Red), Emity Croft (4 Gold), Samveer Brar (3 Gold), Jennie McGrath (5 Blue) 
and William Rutter (K Blue) who are celebrating birthdays this week.  I wish these students all the best as 
they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



Head of Secondary 
 
What a fantastic week it has been. The Fete was enormous, and I was proud to see so many secondary 
students working on stalls, helping set up and clean up. I was also very proud to hear the way students 
interacted with customers at the stalls. Many of us went home tired on Sunday, but everyone turned up 
Monday with a smile. 
 
On Monday, I had the privilege of accompanying Year 7 on their Geography fieldwork trip to the 
Washpools. It was a glorious day and the students were given the opportunity to test the water quality, 
look at the vegetation and explore the terrain. They have solidified their classroom lessons and they all 
left with a better understanding of how the local environment works. 
 
Tuesday saw the running of the 800m events for the Athletics Carnival. Some students did very well; 
however, just as pleasing was the number of students having a real go at the event. 
 
Thursday saw Secondary welcome all of Year 5 & 6 and 17 visitors to the School for Secondary 
Experience Day. Students were able to experience a Maths lesson, a History lesson (which they will all 
happily tell you about), a Geography class, a PE lesson and a Food Technology mystery tray cooking 
challenge. 
 
Thankfully, on Friday we can enjoy a day off. 
 
Quote of the week 

 
“One of the things I learned the hard way was that it doesn’t pay to get discouraged. Keeping busy and 

making optimism a way of life can restore your faith in yourself.” Lucille Ball 
 

Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
An Invitation to all SGS & TYC Families 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
This week we want to celebrate our float entry. It was an incredible team effort from staff, families 
and the TYC children. We worked together to create a spectacular entry that brought enjoyment to 
families, children and the local community.  
 
The National Quality Standard (NQS) asks us as a preschool to go beyond simply requiring parent 
involvement, instead encouraging respectful, supportive, collaborative relationships with families and 
communities. Quality Area 6 – Collaborative Partnerships with families and communities. It reminds us 
that when educators establish respectful and caring relationships with children and families, they are 
able to work together to construct curriculum and learning experiences relevant to children in their 
local context. These experiences gradually expand children’s knowledge and understanding of the 
world.  

 
 

http://www.acecqa.gov.au/Collaborative-partnerships-with-families-and-communities


News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kindness 

Studies have shown that it is the frequency of position emotions, not their intensity, which builds students’ 
and our wellbeing most effectively, especially when it is through in person social connection. This effect is 
multiplied when it involves doing good for others to feel good, and feeling good to do good. These actions 
are called acts of kindness, and they show a willingness to reach out for social connectedness, a key skill 
of social-emotional resilience.  
 
The most important point for us to impress upon students is that acts of kindness don’t have to be big 
things, but rather regular little positive actions to lift others’ spirits and wellbeing. Actions such as, a smile, 
making an effort to say good morning, a wink and asking how they are feeling, all generate positive 
emotions in others and ourselves.  
 
We all have millions of mirror neurons which copy the expressions and moods of those around us. We can 
all remember being inspired by others positivity and unfortunately, also being pulled down by others 
negativity.  
 
Asking students to write down in their planners/journals what they felt or what they did, will build the 
resilience skill, self- regulation, to be on the lookout for opportunities to be kind.  
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
Ext: 1220 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


School Photos 
 
The School photos will be on Wednesday 22 May.  Full winter uniform is to be worn on this 
day. 
 
An envelope will be sent home with your child Thursday 16 May to enable you to place your order. 
Please make sure your payment is included when you return your envelope,or your online payment receipt 
number is noted on the envelope. 
 
One payment for the whole family is possible. 
 
Please make sure you note on each of the envelopes in which envelope you have placed the family 
payment together with that child’s Year and Class/House.  There are instructions on each envelope.  This 
will make tracking the payments easier. 
 
School Family Photo Envelopes are available at Student Services.  These photos will be taken in the MPR 
from 12.15 pm on the day.  Eldest Child is to have the photo order with them. 
 
**Primary students please return your envelopes to your Class Teacher prior to photo day. 
 
**Secondary students you are to bring your photo order with you on the day and hand to the 
photographer doing your individual photo. 
 

Community Announcements 
 

 

 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 

June 

 
WEEK 2 
Friday 10 May 
SCONE CUP  - Pupil Free Day 
UNE Open Day - Year 12 
 
WEEK 3 
Monday  13 May 
HRIS Open Soccer Gala Day 
CIS Primary Hockey 
Tuesday 14 May 
NAPLAN2019 
P&F Meeting 
Wednesday 15 May 
NAPLAN 2019 
CIS Opens Rugby League Trials 
Thursday 16 May 
NAPLAN 2019 
CIS 15s Netball 
Friday 17 May 
NAPLAN 2019 
CIS Primary Netball 
Maitland Careers Expo - Years 11&12 
Saturday 18 May 
2020 ACER Scholarship Sitting Date 
 
WEEK 4 
Monday 20 May 
Tuesday 21 May 
HRIS Secondary Netball 
Primary 800m Event 
Wednesday 22 May 
Whole School Photos 
CIS Primary Rugby League Trials 
National Simultaneous Storytime 
Thursday 23 May 
AICES Touch Football 
Friday 24 May 
Narrabri Dance Eisteddfod 
Saturday 25 May 
Primary Rugby 7s State Final 
 
WEEK 5 
Monday 27May 
‘Strengths Based Approach to Life’ -  
Parent Information Evening, 6pm in STLC 
Primary Athletics Carnival 
Tuesday 28 May 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials 
Secondary Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday 29 May 
Duke of Ed Bronze & Silver Qualifier 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials 
Thursday 30 May 
Duke of Ed Bronze & Silver Qualifier 
Coona Horse Expo - until 4 June 
Primary Choirs - Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
Friday 31 May 
Senior Choirs - Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 

Canteen Roster  

 
Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 

June 
 
 
 

WEEK 2 
Friday 10 May 
SCONE CUP  - Pupil Free Day 
 
 
WEEK 3 
Monday 13 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 14 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 15 May 
Jen Crackett – Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 16 May 
Fee Bailey – Kerrily Adams 
Friday 17 May 
Fee Bailey – Erryn Day 

 
WEEK 4 
Monday 20 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 21 May 
Fee Bailey  
Wednesday 22 May 
Fee Bailey – Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 23 May  
Jen Crackett – Sue Goodhew 
Friday 24 May  
Jenny Crackett – Kelly Greenwood 
 

 

  


