
Thursday 6 June, 2019 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
As we come to the end of Week 6 of Term 2, the staff are preparing 
reports for the first semester. This follows a more intensive 
assessment period, including some examinations in the Secondary. 
These reports are an opportunity to focus discussions on student 
learning and progress. Please take the time to discuss the report with 
your son or daughter and the teachers if necessary. 
 
The Vanuatu group are preparing for their trip at the end of the next 
school holidays. The Out of Uniform day and the Secondary Social will 
enable the group to use the funds raised to support schools while in 
Vanuatu. This trip has enabled students in the past to ‘Open their 
lens’, in understanding another culture. I am sure those attending this 
year will gain a great deal and impact positively in the Vanuatu 
communities. This trip forms part of our Christian mission as well as 

enabling students to have service-learning opportunities. 
 
 
Our Secondary Equestrian students had a wonderfully successful Coona Horse Expo over last 
weekend. Katrina Gorman was again the Champion Rider of the Expo for the second year in a row. 
This is an outstanding achievement and we congratulate Katrina! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our students’ sporting skill strength has also been shown in many other arenas this week.  Rugby 
Union, Rugby League, AFL, Touch Football and Vaulting.  Please refer throughout on details 
regarding these achievements. It is so wonderful to see SGS being represented at such a diverse 
and high skill level of sport.  Good luck to these students.  
 
I hope many of you are enjoying the change to cold weather. Please continue to pray for rain! 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week I had the pleasure of highlighting some amazing successes our students have achieved in the 
extra-curricular arena. This week I’m happy to add a few more to the Primary ‘brag book’. 
 
I think it is now officially a tradition for our school to have students selected for CIS Rugby Union. This 
year saw two of our boys gain selection from a very strong field of boys. Harry Warner and Lochie 
Hails were successful in gaining selection and will now represent CIS at the PSSA carnival later in the 
year. Congratulations boys. Recently, we had a Year 6 student Jagger Leith represent CIS AFL at the 
Primary State Championships. This carnival had a field of 14 teams. To be selected in this team is an 
incredible achievement for Jagger. His CIS team then went on to win the State Championships.  
 
This weekend Sarah Clark, Charlotte Clark and Ella Bennett will be competing at the 2019 NSW 
State Equestrian Vaulting Championships this long weekend at SIEC. The girls have achieved some 
amazing results throughout the year, and this is another opportunity for the both them, and their horses, 
to shine on the big stage. 
 
Over the next couple of weeks, our K-6 students will have the opportunity to take part in some activities 
with a couple of special visitors. On Thursday, 13 June, The Surfing Scientist Ruben Meerman will be 
visiting the School to inspire students with curiosity and awe as he demonstrates the effects of liquid 
nitrogen, laser beams and thermal imaging cameras to explain the hidden science behind the amazing 
phenomena we experience every day. 
 
On Thursday, 20 June, students will have the opportunity to attend a session by Tim Harris, a popular 
Australian author.  A former primary school teacher of 15 years, and advocate for creativity and short 
stories, Tim’s presentations are dynamic and entertaining.  His first series of books, Exploding Endings, is 
popular with primary-aged readers who enjoy humour.  The first book in the series, Painted Dogs & 
Doom Cakes, was awarded Honour Book at the 2017 KOALAs. The lead book of his second series, Mr 
Bambuckle’s Remarkables, was awarded a Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Notable in 2018 
and has been shortlisted for the 2018 REAL Awards (as voted by children in NSW, Victoria and NT).  
 
 
 
 

“Anyone can have a good day, but you have to be able to perform 
on a bad day.”  – Jurgen Klopp 

 
 
Word of the Week - Scrupulous e.g. the research has been carried out with scrupulous attention to 
detail. 
Meaning: (of a person or process), careful, thorough and extremely attentive to details.  
Etymology: late Middle English 
How we can use it: be scrupulous in everything you do, and you will do everything well. 
 
Congratulations to Taylor Gill (1 Gold), Angus Giblin (4 Blue), Olivia Turner (1 Blue), Miraj Jawaad (6 
Blue), Emmie Shuttleworth (5 Gold) and Matilda Cronin (5 Blue) who are celebrating birthdays this week. 
I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and 
friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week students from Scone Grammar School, along with Mr Noble participated in the 2019 Upper 
Hunter Schools Student Leadership Summit. This summit is a joint venture between the schools of 
the Upper Hunter and Where There’s A Will Foundation. The Summit was led by 18 students who took 
part in the National Student Leadership Summit held at St Peters School in Adelaide in February. This 
included Noah MacDonald, Hayley Cook, Alex Buckley and Harmony Wilton. Mr Noble reported that these 
leaders played to their strengths and did an amazing job.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scone Grammar School is a keen participant in this programme as we believe in providing opportunities 
for our students to develop and apply their leadership skills. Learning how to lead and serve is a key 
component in our strengths based approach to the building up of our young people. The prime 
objectives of this summit were to harness the creativity and energy of student leaders in promoting well-
being initiatives in school life, to learn from each other whilst documenting the hopes and dreams for the 
school community. Students were then encouraged to commit to action and to meet again in Term 4 to 
discuss outcomes from the Summit. The students who attended this Summit are to be commended for 
their commitment to the ideals of the Summit and the level of enthusiasm they displayed.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Galatians 5:13 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: Opportunities for our students to be engaged in acts of service; The upcoming Vanuatu Mission 
Trip; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s 
teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5:13
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
 
It’s been a week full of activity with excursions and exams and my focus has been getting some sick and 
stressed students through these exams. The sick are easy to deal with - you don’t think as clearly when 
you are not well and therefore you shouldn’t be doing an exam. We want students to do their best for an 
assessment. The stress is far harder to deal with as not all students can pinpoint what actually stresses 
them. I have had a few interesting conversations around this topic with students this week and it often 
comes down to the belief that the mark on the paper will not meet expectations at home. 
 
Some of our staff are trying to manage this by returning tasks without marks. This is not to hide the mark 
but to put the focus on the feedback given by the teacher first. Some staff are also trying to encourage 
students to use one assessment task to set goals for the next by using an evaluation for each 
assessment. I would like to encourage parents to look at the feedback on the task and look at the 
evaluation if possible, as this will give you a positive base for discussion about learning and not just about 
the mark. 
 
Staff will be spending the next few weeks preparing reports and will be available in Week 2 of next term 
for Parent Teacher Interviews. I would encourage as many of you as possible to come to the interviews. 
 
Quote of the week 
 
“Doubt kills more dreams than failure ever will." – Karim Seddiki 
 
Have a great week 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 

 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Following the SGS Strengths Information night, we would like to share the Strength-Spotting approach 
that is embedded into our culture at TYC.  This is where educators deliberately identify and cultivate 
positive states, processes and qualities in the children. It’s about connecting the children with their 
inborn strengths in their character (e.g. humour, kindness) as well as their pursuits such as literacy or 
gross motor. Strength-Spotting encourages the educators to intentionally and regularly build upon the 
children’s positive qualities.  
 
What Strengths have you seen in your children this week? 
 

 

Happy days at  
The Yellow Cottage  



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Priorities 
Many students don’t realise that they have many choices in what they do. When we encourage students to 
choose to adopt a positive mindset about how they approach their learning, academic and personal growth 
nearly always result. Making the choice to prioritise what they need to get done in a logical order, enables 
students to have more time to use more intelligent learning processes.  
 
Prioritising is a self-regulation skill and strength which enables them to use their time more effectively by 
organising what needs to done in order of importance under Musts and Options. Doing this broadens their 
attention and engagement with what they need to do.  
 
Thinking about Musts and Options is an effective tool to provide students with valuable perspectives on the 
activities they participate in which may include:  

 

• Sport training  

• Reading and deliberate practice  

• Networking with friends  

• Watching TV and playing games  

• Family commitments  

• Daily exercise and leisure activities 
 
 
 
Learning to prioritise provides students with the tools to develop growth mindsets to overcome setbacks 
and challenges which inevitably crop up. Most students find it very difficult to apply themselves to home 
learning unless it is planned ahead of time.  
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Congratulations Garth!  
 
Garth Hutchinson, our friendly maintenance assistant, won 3 
trophies for his Tenpin Bowling over the weekend.  This is a 
great effort and we would like to congratulate Garth on his 
wins. Go Garth! 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Curriculum News 
 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition 
 
Last Thursday, 17 students attempting their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh qualifying expedition, set off into 
the Barrington wilderness for a one night camp. Weather forecasts predicted extreme cold temperatures, 
however, after weeks of training and preparation, the students were ready for the Arctic-type conditions 
that the Tops is renowned for.  
 
Under the guidance of Mr Berry and Mrs Rodgers, 9 students hiked through to the head of the Manning 
river, before camping at the picturesque Gummi Falls camping ground. They had to endure a bitterly cold 
night. Team work and resilience were required to ensure that the camp tasks were carried out effectively. 
The remaining students hiked to the Barrington River with Mr Garland and Miss Dowdell. They then carried 
on to summit Careys Peak at the southern extreme of the National Park. As we were blessed with a clear 
day, the students enjoyed a panoramic view of the lower Hunter Valley, from Bayswater power station to 
Newcastle and the sandhills of Stockton. These students also endured a cold night of about -8 degrees 
that led to the Junction pool on the Barrington River, an area of around half an acre, completely freezing 
over!  
 
Despite these trying conditions, the Scone Grammar students used their training and character strengths 
to overcome the issues they were facing. They finished strongly and spirits were high when the groups 
met and were picked up at the Polblue picnic ground for the journey home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students will now focus on completing the other components of their award. These include, providing 
a community service, development of a specific skill and physical recreation through participation in a 
sport. 
   
Thanks goes to Myff Hall, Emma Burnett, Jeremy Flanagan and Guy Guiana for braving the cold conditions 
to assist with transport on Thursday and Friday. Thank you also to Mrs Rodgers who, despite facing a 
number of challenges including multiple flat 
tyres, showed amazing perseverance to 
ensure that the expedition continued as 
scheduled.  
 
Lastly, a big thank you and farewell to 
Felicity Dowdell. She has been a wonderful 
mentor to our Duke of Ed students and they 
will miss her guidance and support. We 
wish her the best of luck as she embarks on 
her exciting new adventure in Alice Springs. 
 

Mr Dan Garland   

Duke of Edinburgh Award Leader             

 



 
 
 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition 



Curriculum News 
 

Muswellbroook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod Debate 
 
On Wednesday, 5 June two SGS Debating teams took part in the Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter 
Eisteddfod. The Debate was held in the STLC with Mr Graham Turvey and Adjudicator, Mrs Rob 
Christmas very kindly travelling up from Muswellbrook for this section of the Eisteddfod program. 
 
The topic was Australia should end its alliance with the United States.  Both teams argued their 
cases very well with the Affirmative team narrowly defeating the Negative team after a lively and 
carefully researched debate. 
 
Debating for the Affirmative team were Max Seale, Sam Barry, Hamish Guiana and Bridget Burnett. The 
Negative team were represented by  Lexi Walsh, Hayley Cook, Ruby Wong and Kristen Martin. Special 
thanks to Year 6 students Lilla Stanford and Charlie Mitchell for stepping in as Timekeeper and 
Chairperson. 
 
It was fantastic to have a large audience to watch the students debate and both teams were 
encouraged by the positive comments made by the adjudicator. 
 
Mrs Deb Moore 
Debating Coordinator 
 
 
L-R Max Seale, Sam Barry, Hamish Guiana    L-R Kristen Martin, Ruby Wong, Hayley Cook  
 and Bridget Burnett         and Lexi Walsh  

 
              
    
                         
 
 

    
    
     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Timekeeper-Lilla Stanford, Chairperson-Charlie Mitchell 



Sport News 
 
AICES Touch Football 
 
Last week 4 boys travelled to Sydney to represent our School and HRIS at the 
AICES Touch Football Championships. Joshua Crowther, Braedon Hails and Jim 
Watson played in the 15’s division, while Darcy Moore stepped up this year to 
the opens division.  
 
All  boys demonstrated exceptional ball skills, speedwork and the ability to 
read play. Both Joshua and Braedon made the possible vs probable game, 
after an already physically demanding day.  
 
Congratulations to Joshua for being selected in the AICES Touch Football 
Team. Joshua will now compete in June with this team, at the CIS Touch 
Football Championships, which will also be a trial for the CIS Touch Football 
team. We wish him all the best at these championships!  
 
 
 

CIS Primary Rugby Union  
A huge congratulations to Harry Warner and Lachlan Hails for being selected in the CIS Primary Rugby 
Boys Team for 2019. With a tremendous number of participants trialing, the boys needed to showcase 
their skills and talent above all the others. The trial ran over two days, with the first cut being made day 

one. The boys returned on day two with a smaller squad of trialists. 
The final squad was named with both boys being successful! 
 
The boys will now compete with their team at the NSWPSSA 
Championships from Tuesday 27 August – Thursday 28 August. We 
wish them all the best!  
 
 
 
      
      

     Rugby League  
     CIS 15’s  On Wednesday this week Callum  
     Goodwin demonstrated his talent at the CIS  
     15’s Rugby League Trials and has been   
     selected in this team. He will now spend the  
     weekend down at the Sydney Academy of  
     Sport training and competing. Congratulations 
     Callum. 
 

 
 
CIS Primary      
On Wednesday we had three boys trial for the Primary CIS Rugby 
League Team. Lachlan Hails again showcased his ball work and 
ability to read play and has been successful in making the Primary 
CIS Rugby League Team. Hugo Firth also displayed talent at these 
trials and was selected as a shadow player.   
Big congratulation to both these boys!  
 

Lachlan will compete at the NSWPSSA Championship from the 25 June – 27 June. We wish him all the 
best and look forward to hearing all about his experience. 
 

 



Community Notices 
 
 

Scone Films Presents: 
TOP END WEDDING  M    

SUNDAY  9th JUNE 2:30pm 
  

        
 

Starring Miranda Tapsell & Gwilym Lee 
A new Australian romantic comedy with a sincere sense of place and gorgeous cinema-
tography of the Australian landscape. 
  
Delicious homemade Afternoon Tea $5 
Entry $12  from our website, Hunt a Book Scone, or at the door.    
Running time 1hr53.  Doors open 2pm.   
  
www.sconefilms.org.au        Like us and share on  www.facebook.com/sconefilms 
For insurance, Under 18s must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Central Coast Grammar School’s Interschool Equestrian Day 

 
  Events will include: 

 Show Jumping 
 Hacking 
 Horse sports 
 Fun Dress Up Competition 

 
 When: Saturday 21st September 2019 
 Where:  Matcham Valley Pony Club grounds 
                17 Wattle Tree Rd, Holgate NSW 2250 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
WEEK 6 
Thursday 6 June 
Whole School Out of Uniform Day—Vanuatu Theme 
Primary Dance Eisteddfod Tamworth 
Friday 7 June 
 
 
WEEK 7 
Monday 10 June 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  
Tuesday 11 June 
Year 2 Strathearn Visits 
HICES Debating Preliminary Final 
Year 11 First Aid Course 
P&F Meeting 
Wednesday 12 June 
Year 8 Teen Mental Health First Aid Course   
Year 3 History Tour to Murrurrundi 
Science & Engineering Challenge  
Thursday 13 June 
CIS Primary & Secondary Cross Country 
Friday 14 June 
Year 11 First Aid Course 
 
 
WEEK 8 
Monday 17 June 
Tuesday 18 June 
Year 2 Strathearn Visits 
CIS Touch Football 
HRIS 15s Soccer Gala Day 
Wednesday 19 June 
Teen Mental Health First Aid Course   
Netball Schools Gala Day 
Year 10 and 11 Agriculture—Merriwa Field Day 
HRIS Public Speaking 
Yr 8 Film Night 
Thursday 20 June 
Friday 21 June 
 
 
WEEK 9 
Monday 24 June 
U16 Girls 7s Rugby 
Tuesday 25 June 
HRIS Opens Basketball Gala Day 
Year 2 Strathearn Visits 
Wednesday 26 June 
Teen Mental Health First Aid Course  
SGS Council Meeting 
Thursday 27 June 
Open Primary Rugby 
Friday 28 June 
TERM 2 ENDS 
 
TERM 3 COMMENCES  Tuesday 23 July 2019 
(NB Monday 22 July is a Pupil Free Day) 

Canteen Roster    

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
WEEK 6 
Thursday 6 June 
Jenny Crackett, Wayne McDonald, Helen Smith 
Friday 7 June 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley, Georgie Ryan 
 
 
WEEK 7 
Monday 10 June 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  
Tuesday 11 June 
Fee Bailey, Sharunia Khan 
Wednesday 12 June 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 13 June 
Fee Bailey, Tania Dart, Kelly Birch 
Friday 14 June 
Fee Bailey, Vanda Mikukiene, Dordie Dawson 
 
 
WEEK 8 
Monday 17 June 
Jenny Crackett,  
Tuesday 18 June 
Fee Bailey, Kirsty Gray 
Wednesday 19 June 
Fee Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 20 June 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate, Catherine Russell 
Friday 21 June 
Jenny Crackett, Louisa Bragg, Sheree Whitney 
 
WEEK 9 
Monday 24 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 25 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 26 June 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 27 June 
Fee Bailey, Acey Firth 
Friday 28 June 
Fee Bailey, Sinead Scott, Erryn Day 


