
Thursday 13 June, 2019 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
When we consider the way to encourage students to persevere with 
their learning, and therefore to build up resilience, it is wonderful to 
have so many student examples to draw on. Students encouraging 
others as they bounce back and endure in order to improve and 
achieve success. Over the last few weeks we have had many students, 
both individually and in teams, achieve success in their chosen fields. 
Each and every one of these students has experienced setbacks or 
falls along the way but they have continued to have a ‘growth 
mindset’ and kept working on the skills and training in order to 
improve to perform at their best. It is a joy to see this occurring right 
across the school and in a variety of pursuits – academic, sporting and 
cultural. We have students with a great variety of interests and 
strengths, and they are all being encouraged and supported in 
pursuing these to their highest possible level. The acceptance of this 

diversity is a celebration for us as a school and is demonstrating us all ‘Opening our lens’. 
 
I am pleased to announce that Mrs Louisa Bragg has accepted the Development, Marketing and 
Communication role and will be joining the Admin team next week. Miss Ellie Price has accepted 
the Primary teaching position and will join the team from the beginning of Week 9 of this term, 
teaching Year 1. We welcome them to the staff. 
 
Please continue to pray for those in our school community who are sick or suffering in any way 
and also for the rain we all know is so vital for the land. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may have heard of play. It’s that thing children do – the diverse range of unstructured, spontaneous 
activities and behaviours. Children play in many ways, including by exploring movements, constructing 
with equipment, creating games, using their imagination and chasing others around a playground. 
 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child recognises play as every child’s basic right. But play is 
becoming extinct. Global studies, across generations, have confirmed outdoor children’s play has been 
declining, across all age groups, for decades. 

There is a sense that children have fewer opportunities to engage with nature. Providing more contact 
with nature can enhance children’s creativity, boost their mood, lower stress, improve well-being, 
promote physical activity and improve attention spans. 

Nature play is also becoming more important as a counterbalance to children’s technological saturation. It 
is important for children to connect with nature early, as they are then likely to learn to appreciate nature 
into adulthood. Research shows introducing simple objects from around the home (such as milk crates, 
pipes and wooden planks) into school playgrounds may influence children to work cooperatively. They 
discover new ideas and solve problems by constructing, observing, designing and learning from each 
other. 

You will notice on the playground this week, the arrival of our ‘equipment caddies’, for our loose play 
parts. It is important that the students take care in looking after these and pack our equipment away at 
the end of every day. This is exciting for our children as it is providing more options for children to play 
outdoors, ensuring they are not only intellectually challenged, but engaged to find new ways to use such 
spaces for discovery.  

 
 
 

“Be Silly, Be Honest, Be Kind.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
 

 
Word of the Week - Pertinacity e.g. the athlete displayed great pertinacity in finishing the race. 
Meaning: a quality of sticking with something, no matter what. 
Etymology: early 15th Century French 
How we can us it: show pertinacity when aiming to achieve your goals, and you will experience great 
joy. 
 
 
Congratulations to Lachlan Winter (4 Gold), Emmerson Johnson (1 Gold), Bethannie Ardesch (5 Gold), 
Tom Riordan (5 Gold), Jarvis Flanagan (3 Blue), Jonah Parry (1 Gold), Lachie Bennett (6 Gold) and 
Claudia Patterson (5 Blue) who are celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as 

they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 

https://www.journalofplay.org/issues/8/3/article/2-active-play-exploring-influences-children%E2%80%99s-school-playground-activities
http://ipaworld.org/childs-right-to-play/uncrc-article-31/un-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-1/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S187704281200820
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ985541
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1468-4446.12369
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877042815000580
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/13/5/497/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/13/5/497/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/13/5/497/htm
https://ro.ecu.edu.au/ajte/vol39/iss1/6/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-10-4738-1_2


From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
Our hope and prayer is that every student here at Scone Grammar School receives an education in the 
skills and attributes necessary to live a good life. While the learning of core skills and knowledge is 
important, we continue to spend time providing opportunities for the building up of personal virtues 
alongside of these technical skills and knowledge base. We invest in this because it is in the building 
up of the whole person and the way in which character is formed that will determine success in 
whatever field they will be seeking to place themselves in.  
 
The collective umbrella approach we are taking to this responsibility is ‘Grammar Minds’ where the 
science of building learning power and Positive Education are applied. Under this umbrella, the 
skills of learning, virtues and God-given strengths are explicitly taught each week; sometimes 
in specific lessons, in Chapel, in conversations, through extra-curricular programmes and opportunities 
where they are named, explained, modelled and applied. We believe that the learning and application of 
‘Grammar Minds’ has a significant impact on the development of the whole person and thus, is key to the 
ability of a student to acquire specific skills and knowledge in each subject area, even beyond the school 
years. We continually invite God into this development and openly pray for His help in the building up of 
our young people. This week, ask your son or daughter what they have learnt about 
themselves this week, as well as the skills and knowledge they have acquired.                                                          
     

Two weeks ago, parents gathered for an information night that 
focused upon one aspect of this. We gathered to learn more 
about a strengths-based approach to life, where identifying and 
using God-given character strengths both here and at home 
was explained and discussed. Parents were offered an 
opportunity to purchase two books which offer great insight 
into this pathway of growth for our young people and 
ourselves. They are ‘The Strength Switch’ by Dr Lea 
Waters and ‘Your Strengths Blueprint: How to be 
Engaged, Energized, and Happy at Work’ by Michelle 
McQuaid. We highly recommend them. If you would like to 

purchase these books, please email our registrar Amanda Darling at adarling@sgs.nsw.edu.au.  
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us 
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For rain; For families and students who are ill or 
struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

mailto:adarling@sgs.nsw.edu.au
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
This week I would like to put the spotlight on a few of our students and an ex-student. Before I d, I need 
to say that I can only write these stories when people tell me about things that happen outside of school, 
so please let me know when great things are happening for our students and I will endeavour to share 
the stories. 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday I attended the Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces. Many of 
our students participated in the parade which was led by Year 8 
student Patrick McLaren leading the Shetland Pony mascot for the 
Light Horse Brigade. Patrick proved to be a popular participant with 
his pony, who received lots of pats on the way back from the 
parade. This was the first time Patrick had led the parade, following 
in the footsteps of his sisters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Toby Barry, an ex-student from the class of 2017, is 
studying Aeronautical Engineering at the University of 
Newcastle. As a part of his first-year introduction to the 
professional engineering class, he and three 
teammates had to design, engineer and build a glider 
that could travel 24m with a g-sensitive payload. Toby 
and his teammates placed first in the competition and, 
as a result, have been awarded the Lockheed Martin 
Australia Scholarship. As a part of his prize he gets to 
tour the Lockheed Martin facilities in Australia including 
a look behind the scenes with the new F-35 fighter 
jets.  
 

 
 
Alyssa Mollema continues to impress us with her archery results and her very spectacular new bow. 
Alyssa has qualified for the World Youth Championships later this year and we wish her well. 
 
All of these students have overcome many difficulties on their journey so far and should all be 
congratulated for their perseverance. 
 
A huge congratulations to Year 10 for winning the Science and Engineering Challenge in Muswellbrook for 
the second year running. This is an amazing accomplishment competing against all Secondary Schools in 
the Upper Hunter.  
 
Quote of the week  
“Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after the other.”- Walter Elliot. 
 
Have a great week, 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis  
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
 
Outdoor play is a highlight of the day for many of the children at TYC. At TYC we allow the children to 
follow their interests and we provide open ended materials for them to create their ideas. We 
encourage risk taking and we scaffold the children in their ability to assess risk in their own play. We 
understand that it is vital for children to continually test the limits of their physical, intellectual and 
emotional capacities and allow children the freedom to take risks in their play, while balancing the 
need for children to be safe. This all helps to build resilient and resourceful children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Cheryl Greenfield (2004) says, “Outdoor play provides open-ended, dynamic, varied opportunities 
which are unpredictable and at times risky. However, the risks and challenges of being outdoors 
provide rich opportunities for learning, problem-solving and developing social competence”.  
 
 
 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Strengths & Behaviour 

To build the wellbeing of the whole school community there needs to be a shift in our thinking from what 

school rule was broken, why did it happen and what are the consequences, to this was a disruption of our 

school community’s trust which affected respectful relationships. Then ask students how can they use their 

strengths to make things right for others and act more positively. This approach promotes growth 

mindsets to ensure others matter, because they do.  

 

This shift is about moving from external control by adults to showing students how they can use their top 

strengths to build their internal control to understand what has to happen to make things right and how 

will it be done.  

Reflecting on the following questions focuses students on using their strengths to make changes 

themselves:  

• Who has been affected by what happened and how?  

• What could l have done or said differently?  

• What would I now do and say?  

• What do I have to do to make things right?  

• How can I use my top strengths to achieve this?  

 

Kat Moore 

kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to all SGS staff undertaking Visible Wellbeing Training, 
please remember Monday 22 July is a Pupil Free Day, 
with students commencing back on Tuesday 23 July 2019 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Curriculum News 
 
Primary Public Speaking Finals 
 

On Friday the 7 June, 15 students went to St Luke’s Hall to participate in the Scone Grammar School Public 
Speaking Finals. Four students, from grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 respectively, were successful from their class 
rounds, to make it through to the grade finals, and then again successful to make it through to the Primary 
Finals.  
 
There was a high standard of competition, with all students presenting interesting and entertaining 
speeches on a variety of topics. Mrs Sally O’Regan and Ms Kate Mailer were honorary adjudicators and had 
a very hard job deciding on the final winners.  
 
At the end of the day, the Junior Primary winner was Pippa Saunders with her speech entitled; ‘Why I love 
to Talk’, and the runner up being Grace Stenhouse with her speech entitled; ‘What happens at 
Gymnastics’. The Senior Primary winner went to Ted Saunders, with his speech entitled; ‘The Teacher’s 
Kid’, and runner up to Lilla Stanford with her speech on; ‘What confuses Me’.  
 
Pippa and Ted will have the opportunity to present both their speeches again at the end of the year, at 
Presentation Day. All of the speakers (including Mia Bower who was absent on Friday), will travel down to 
St Philip’s Christian College, Cessnock, with Mrs Hunt next Wednesday, 19th June, to compete in the HRIS 
Finals.  
 

Congratulations to all of the students on a wonderful effort 
 
Back row L-R: Andrew Crowther (Why I want to be like Hugh Jackman), Lilla Stanford (What confuses 
me), Claudia Bell (Why I strongly dislike public speaking), Benjamin Froml (Nothing), Isabella 
Henderson (Motherhood), Olivia MacCallum (Veganism), Ted Saunders (The Teacher’s Kid), Charles 
Mitchell (What I don’t want to be when I grow up). 
Front row L-R: Jarvis Flanagan (Yowies), Lachlan Cameron (Funny things my pet has done), Arlia 
Parker (Going to the doctors and the dentist), Pippa Saunders (Why I love to talk), Georgia 
Henderson (Australia’s Deadliest Animals), Grace Stenhouse (What happens at gymnastics), Amelia 
Beard (What I’m good at), and Mia Bower (absent).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum News 
 
Debating 
 
On Tuesday, 11 June the SGS Middle School Debating Team travelled to HVGS to take part in the first 
final of the HICES Competition.  Daniel Crowther, Lexi Walsh, Sofia Edlington and Sarah Clark took the 
affirmative argument for the impromptu topic, ‘That tablets should replace textbooks in all Australian 
High Schools.’  
 
Both teams had one hour to prepare their arguments armed only with a dictionary. Although the team 
lost to Emanuel School, Randwick, they spoke well and learnt from the experience in a tightly contested 
debate. Thanks to Thomas Burnett and Lottie Firth for travelling with their team to act as Timekeeper 
and Chairperson. 
 
The next Debate for teams in Stages Three and Four is the HRIS Middle School Debating Gala Day at 
Bishop Tyrell Anglican College on Wednesday, 11 September. 
 
Mrs Deb Moore 
Debating Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R Sarah Clark, Sofia Edlington, LexiWalsh, Daniel Crowther        L-R   Thomas Burnett, Lottie Firth  

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
RSA – (Responsible Service of Alcohol) and RCG (Responsible Conduct of Gambling) 
Courses 

 
The RSA and RCG courses are being offered during the first week of the July school holidays. The 
details are as follows: 
Dates     RSA Thursday July 4, 2019 & RCG Friday July 5, 2019 
Venue Scone Grammar School 
Times Each day will begin at 9.00am and finish at 4.00pm 
Cost RSA - $160 
  RCG - $115 
Please advise Maria English if you are interested.   
menglish@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

 

mailto:menglish@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Sport News 
 
Equestrian News  
 
 
We had a very successful competition at the North West Equestrian Expo at Coonabarabran during the 
first weekend of June. This competition has been running for over twenty five years, ranging from cross 
country eventing, show jumping, dressage, stock horse classes, show riding,  polocrosse, barrell racing 
and sporting events.  
 
Katrina Gorman – 10th Combined training, Reserve Champion Prelim Dressage, Reserve Champion Show 
Hunter Hack, Supreme Rider of Show.  
 

Emmerson Mitchell Champion - 60cm Combined Training, 1st Dressage Novice, Reserve Champion –  
    Dressage, Champion – Show Hunter Galloway 4th Show Riding,   
Eloise Blayden  2nd Combined Training  
Lucy Wade   4th Light Weight Hack, 9th Combined Training  
Georgia Thrift  4th Rider 16 Years, 5th Hunter Hack  
 

Anne Davies  
Equestrian Co-ordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sport News 
 
Equestrian News  
 
We are excited to announce SGS have a couple of NSW State Champs in the Scone Equestrian 
Vaulting Team (SEVT). Impressive results, out of the 6 classes Scone competed in they come 
home with 5 first places (5 NSW State Champions) and a second. 
 
SGS girls Sarah Clark , Charlotte Clarke and Ella Bennett had a brilliant Como with all 
three  qualifying for Nationals at Tamworth in October and the Royal Easter Show 2020. 
 
Results and placing are as follows: 
Ella Bennett :  
- NSW State Champion -FIRST - Prelim Individual  with a score of 6.599. 
- NSW State Champion - FIRST - Squad Freestyle with a score of 7.413. 
- NSW State - Runners Up  - Second Place - Squad Compulsories with a score of 6.065. 
 
Charlotte Clark: 
-THIRD - PDD (pas-de-deux) with a score of 6.435. 
- NSW State - Runner Up - Pre-Novice Individual with a score of 6.776.  
- NSW State Champion - FIRST - Squad Freestyle with a score of 7.413. 
- NSW State - Runners Up  - Second Place - Squad Compulsories with a score of 6.065. 
 
Sarah  Clark: 
-NSW State Champion FIRST. -  PDD (pas-de-deux) with a score of 6.605 
- NSW State Champion FIRST - Pre-Novice Individual with a score of 6.786.  
- NSW State Champion - FIRST - Squad Freestyle with a score of 7.413. 
- NSW State - Runners Up  - Second Place - Squad Compulsories with a score of 6.065. 
 
SEVT are certainly putting Scone on the map in the Equestrian World (FEI Official Sport).  
 

L-R Sarah Clarke, Ella Bennett, Charlotte Clark  
 



 



Community Notices 
 



Community Notices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Australian Red Cross Mobile Blood Service is visiting Scone Mobile, 
Wednesday 19 June, 1.00pm – 6.30pm  
Thursday 20 June, 10.00am – 6.30pm  
Friday 21 June, 9.00am – 3.00pm  
If you haven't already made an appointment to give blood, you can make an appointment online or call 
us on 13 14 95.  
1 in 3 Australians will need blood, but only 1 in 30 donates. Donated blood helps cancer patients, 
people with blood disorders, mothers-to-be and newborn babies, as well as trauma and surgical 
patients.  
 
Australian Red Cross Blood Service 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 

https://www.donateblood.com.au/


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
 
WEEK 7 
Thursday 13 June 
CIS Primary & Secondary Cross Country 
Friday 14 June 
Year 11 First Aid Course 
 
 
WEEK 8 
Monday 17 June 
Tuesday 18 June 
Year 2 Strathearn Visits 
CIS Touch Football 
HRIS 15s Soccer Gala Day 
Wednesday 19 June 
Teen Mental Health First Aid Course   
Netball Schools Gala Day 
Year 10 and 11 Agriculture—Merriwa Field Day 
HRIS Public Speaking 
Yr 8 Film Night 
Thursday 20 June 
Friday 21 June 
 
 
WEEK 9 
Monday 24 June 
U16 Girls 7s Rugby 
Tuesday 25 June 
HRIS Opens Basketball Gala Day 
Year 2 Strathearn Visits 
Wednesday 26 June 
Teen Mental Health First Aid Course  
SGS Council Meeting 
Thursday 27 June 
Open Primary Rugby 
Friday 28 June 
TERM 2 ENDS 
 
TERM 3 COMMENCES  Tuesday 23 July 2019 
(NB Monday 22 July is a Pupil Free Day) 
 
Vanuatu trip 18-26 July  
 

Canteen Roster    

Term 2 Monday 29 April to Friday 28 
June 

 
 
WEEK 7 
Thursday 13 June 
Fee Bailey, Tania Dart, Kelly Birch 
Friday 14 June 
Fee Bailey, Vanda Mikukiene, Sinead Scott,   
 
WEEK 8 
Monday 17 June 
Jenny Crackett,  
Tuesday 18 June 
Fee Bailey, Kirsty Gray 
Wednesday 19 June 
Fee Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 20 June 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate, Catherine Russell 
Friday 21 June 
Jenny Crackett, Louisa Bragg, Sheree Whitney 
 
WEEK 9 
Monday 24 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 25 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 26 June 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 27 June 
Fee Bailey, Acey Firth 
Friday 28 June 
Fee Bailey, Dordie Dawson,  
Erryn Day 
TERM 2 ENDS 


