
Thursday 27 June 2019 

We have come to the end of a very full and exciting term! What a great joy 

it is to be the Principal of such an outstanding school and be a part of the 

learning journey of such a delightful group of children and young people. 

Watching the growth and development of the students of SGS is very 

special.  

 

Experiencing the wonderful relationships developed between staff and 

students right across the school from the youngest at The Yellow Cottage 

through to the young adults of Year 12, that create and support the growth 

and learning, is a very significant part of this development. All that we are 

striving to achieve through Grammar Minds and a strengths-based approach 

to wellbeing is making a big difference to the lives of our students and it is 

exciting that we are in the early stages of this journey. 

Vanuatu 

 

At the end of the holidays our Service/

Mission trip to Vanuatu will be held. Our 

largest group so far will fly out to 

experience another culture and give of 

themselves to support schools and 

churches while also learning a great 

deal themselves. I will be travelling with 

the group for part of their time away. 

Please pray for a safe and successful 

time for ‘Vanuatu 2019’. Mr Nick Price is 

leading the trip and loves sharing his 

passion for this opportunity with others. 

 

  

 

CIS League 

 

It is exciting to celebrate with Lachie H 

his success as the CIS Primary Rugby 

League Captain. He is playing good 

football and loving the experience. It is a 

credit to him for his hard work, 

dedication, competitiveness, talent and 

his love of sport. 

Our Vanuatu Mission team selling ice creams to fundraise. 

Have a wonderful holiday break. May it 

be safe and enjoyable for all. 

 

Paul Smart 

Principal 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 

Lochie H in the Captain’s jersey with the CIS Primary Rugby 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 

The last little while has seen staff engage in some wonderful professional readings and conversations on 

the best strategies to use with students to help them get ‘unstuck’ when things seem tricky with their 

learning. There is a wonderful shift in pedagogy, giving teachers the freedom to celebrate every element 

of a student’s learning journey, including the challenges and struggles. The following list highlights a few 

methods that are now used to ensure students know that even though the understanding might not be 

there yet, it’s not too far away. As a student, I know I would have loved for my teachers to provide 

gentle reassurance by telling me some of the following: 

 

· Being stuck is a good place to be. 

· Getting stuck means your brain is working hard on something new. 

· When you learn new things, your brain gets bigger. 

· If you don’t get stuck, you’re probably not learning anything new 

· Getting stuck is good for you. 

· It’s not too hard, it’s just a bit tricky right now. 

· When you say you can’t do this, just add ‘yet’ 

· Being stuck means you are about to discover something new. 

 

I’d like to wish everybody a relaxing and refreshing holiday. It has been an action-packed Term Two and 

I know that the students (and their teachers) have thoroughly earned this break. Use it as a time to      

re-energise and spend quality time with friends and family. 

 

 

      “Don’t look back, you’re not going that way.” – Unknown 

 

 

 

Autodidact e.g. she was an autodidact who read voraciously  

Meaning: a self-taught person 

Etymology: mid-18th century Greek 

How we can use it: these holidays, become an autodidact and teach yourself how to do something 

new!  

 

Congratulations to Caleb M (2 Blue), Edo D (3 Gold), Lachie C (4 Gold), Hugo S (5 Gold), Emmy E (4 

Blue), Thrisha N (4 Gold), Maddie M (K Red), Lawrence J (2 Gold), Sophia D (2 Gold), Lyle G (2 Blue), 

Roy W (2 Blue), Mia B (3 Blue), Harrison B (6 Gold), Mia S (2 Gold), Logan S (K Gold), Amelia S (3 Blue), 

Tyson C (1 Gold), Alex R (5 Gold), Jason L (5 Gold), Jordan Mc (4 Blue), Hallie B (1 Blue), Frederic J (5 

Gold), Mika L (5 Gold), Ethan J (6 Gold), Olivia K (K Gold) and Mia F (3 Blue) who are celebrating 

birthdays over the holidays. I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share 

the time with family and friends. 





From the Dean of Students P-12 

Lleyton Hails graduated last year after 

spending 13 years as a student at 

Scone Grammar School. In this time 

Lleyton developed the skills of 

learning, played to his strengths and 

was able to identify what his passions 

and purpose in life are.  

 

Accordingly, he set a goal to enter 

into a film course at University. He 

achieved this goal at the end of 2018 

and because he continues to match 

his God-given strengths with his 

passions and purpose, he continues to 

achieve! In his first semester at Bond 

University on the Gold Coast, Lleyton 

finished first in one of his subjects. Be 

inspired by heart and the formula that 

yielded this!  

I would like to encourage us to re-frame how we might sometimes think about ‘well-being’. I often have 

to remind ‘myself’ that total wellbeing is about a productive, flourishing life not just about seasons of 

rest and relaxation, although I’m looking forward to some in the break!  

 

To be fully alive and to be growing, we need a sense of meaning and purpose that is fueled by our God-

given strengths. At Scone Grammar School we are encouraging our young people to consider what they 

are passionate about and to seek God about their purpose in life as well as identify and use their 

strengths. There is a wonderful sense of achievement and well-being that is on offer to us when we do 

so. ‘God-given strengths’ applied to our passions and ‘purpose’ is a very powerful 

combination!  

 

God says “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 

In Prayer this week 

 

Reflect on: Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 

truly care for us; For a great term of learning and growth.  

 

Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For rain; For the upcoming Vanuatu Mission Trip; 

For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  

 

Rev’d Nate 

natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

I would like to hold up to you an example of what can be achieved when we match and apply our 

God-given strengths with our passions and purpose in life.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 

During Term Two we have focused on service in our Monday Chapels. This week I had the privilege of 

concluding the series. I asked the students to think about what they had done in the last week and talked 

through how all of those activities required a staff member or someone in our community to go above and 

beyond.  

 

Students were set two challenges for the week, to say thanks to someone who had done something for 

them and to find something little they could do to be of service to others; small steps are always a good 

way to start. 

 

My Chapel reflections also made me think about how lucky I am to work with a staff and in a community 

that happily do so much for our students.  

 

Congratulations to the thirty or so students who slept on the concrete outside my office on Friday night with 

Mr and Mrs Brennan for the Homeless  Sleepout. As the temperature on Friday night plummeted to -5C all of 

the participants deserve our respect and admiration. 

 

The Scone 14s girls Rugby Team, which mostly consists of Grammar School students and is coached by Mr 

and Mrs Edwards have been traveling to Tamworth on Friday nights this term to compete in a schoolgirls’ 

competition. Last Friday night they won that competition.  

 

Take time over the holidays to refresh and re-energise for the next half of the year. I look forward to 

welcoming everyone back next term. Have a safe holiday. 

 

Quote of the week -  “The best way to not feel hopeless is to get up and do something. Don’t wait for 

good things to happen to you. If you go out and make some good things happen, you will fill the world with 

hope, you will fill yourself with hope.” Barack Obama 

 

Have a great week. 

Mrs Deanna Hollis 

Head of Secondary  

Teen Mental Health First Aid 

Year 8 have just completed Teen Mental Health First Aid training, run by Pip Baker, thanks to the 

generous support of Where there’s a Will.  During this course, students learn how to: recognize the 

signs of a developing mental health problem; a mental health crisis, particularly suicide;  get a 

responsible adult to take over as necessary. 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 

This will be the last newsletter for this term but please note The Yellow Cottage still has one more week 

of operation before we are on holidays. Thank you everyone for a very positive term. We hope you enjoy 

your children’s portfolios when you receive them next week. 

 

In our documentation this term our educators have really wanted to focus our observations, our conversations 

and our learning journey on the children’s wellbeing, learning and their strengths.  

 

We have shared a journey of understanding where your child’s strengths lie and how we can support the 

development of these. We have been able to document your children as flourishing individuals, each with very 

different character strengths.  





News from the School Counsellor 

Leadership 

Building students’ leadership capabilities will assist them to stay 

focused on the job at hand and ignore distractions. Using the 

strengths leadership, bravery, self-regulation and perspective will 

connect them with the moment, enabling them to do the right thing and do the thing right. It’s about 

developing grit = passion + long term persistence + self-regulation.  

 

Teaching students the difference between activity and action will benefit them. Activity is being 

involved in things with little meaning and purpose. Action is being decisive with things that matter and 

following through with meaning and purpose. Leaders know that difference and show it in their every 

thought, word and action.  

 

Key ingredients which make up leadership are believing that other people matter and having a higher 

purpose in life to make a positive difference. Leaders understand that the right thing to do is nearly 

always the hard thing to do and then being prepared to do it. They welcome challenges and overcome 

them by using their strengths and growth mindsets to learn new and try approaches to build their 

brain’s abilities.  

 

Leaders know the way and show the way.  

 

Kat Moore 

kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

As Mr Smart mentioned earlier on, Lochie Hails is wrapping 

up a week Combined Independent Schools (CIS) rugby 

league as Captain of the CRIS Primary Rugby League team.  

Lochie’s parents share some valuable insight below. 

 

“The way Scone Grammar School has fostered Lochie’s 

leadership strengths has made such a difference to his 

ability and confidence in the captain’s role. It is a fine 

example of Scone Grammar School fostering and developing 

strengths.  

 

Thank you for empowering Lochie in the area of leadership 

and for providing him opportunities to flourish in the things 

he is passionate about.  This is the strength of our school.   

Caring for the individual, knowing their goals and 

supporting them to reach these. 

 

We have seen it so many times with our children.  At Scone 

Grammar School, we give our students roots to grow and 

wings to fly.“  say Lochie’s parents, Kirsty and Brett Hails 

Leadership strengths -  A real life example 

mailto:kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Outside the school gates 

Year 7 and our chapel band have had a 

great day at Newcastle Anglican Cathedral. 

The theme for today is ‘Awe and wonder of 

God’.  

 

Year 7 engaged in a combined chapel 

service with our other Anglican Diocesan 

schools and had a very insightful tour of 

the Cathedral. Our chapel band led all the 

schools brilliantly, as we showcased some 

of our favourite songs from SGS chapel. 

We fielded many compliments on the way 

in which Year 7 and our chapel band, 

expertly led by Mr Buckley, represented 

yesterday.  

P&F News 

The P&F sourced a government grant so create a space next to the deck.  We have already built seats 

along the side of the space as you can see above and by early next term, we hope to have some 

more natural seating in the area.   Yesterday aboriginal artist, Emily Furner involved our 12 

indigenous students from the school in creating a stunning piece of art to compliment this space. 

No longer using Surnames 

You may have noticed we’ve started to drop students’ surnames when we write about them 

in the newsletter and also Facebook and other social media.  In a school environment, it is 

best practice to avoid using students’ surnames, especially in association with photos of 

them.  This provides security within the digital space.   

Social Media & Online 

2018 Annual Report 

Our 2018 Annual Report is now available in the About us section of our website.   It is a great summary of 

the 2017-2018 financial year.   www.sgs.nsw.edu.au/about-us/annual-report/ 

http://sgs.nsw.edu.au/about-us/annual-report/


House music competition 

 

Momentum builds as our three houses: Jones; Ledger; and Pulling prepare to compete against each other 

for the lead in the House music competition for students from Year 3-12, which will take place Tuesday 8 

August from 1.40pm – 3pm outside the Library.  Family and friends are welcome and encouraged to come 

and watch. 

 

There will be three different categories.   

1. One whole house performance: All students from Year 3 – 12 must perform one item. Must be no longer 

than 10 minutes in total. (On and off stage and the performance.) 

2. One ensemble performance: 3-10 students from the house perform one musical item. This must include 

students from different years/stages. Group members need to rehearse in their own time. Music rooms 

will be made available after school if needed. 

3. One solo performance: One person in the house to perform a solo. Chosen by the staff from that house. 

The student must prepare their performance in their own time for this. 

Music 

Piano Eisteddfod 

 

Recently Tyler and Sophie won their piano duet competition in 

the Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod.   

 

The girls also placed in their solos, with Tyler taking Second 

place and Sophie receiving a Highly Commended. 

The Little Mermaid 

 

Two of our students, Holly Mc, Kristen M and Andrew C 

will be performing in The Little Mermaid and are putting a 

lot of effort into rehearsals.  It looks like a great musical.   

 

Tickets are now on sale for performances from 26 July – 

10 August. 



Library  

To all and sundry, near and far, parents in particular… 

 
Book Week is fast approaching.  The theme this year is Reading is my Secret Power.  So how can we 

interpret this theme?   

 

Reading is a conduit for the transmission of information that has enlightened people over the ages.  

Knowledge is most certainly power.  Reading can take you on flights of the imagination that feeds the 

creative potential of an individual and enriches their world.  Creativity is power.  Reading allows us escape 

into a different world, or one that opens our eyes and hearts to the experiences of other people in 

different cultures and times in history.   

 

Empathy for others is also power.  Felix in Morris Gleitzman’s Once shows great empathy for the people in 

his story, we feel empathy for them too.  We can walk in the shoes of Charles Darwin or go on magical 

adventures with Harry Potter.  We can exercise our psychokinetic power with Matilda in Roald Dahl’s book 

of the same name.  We can encounter dangers with Alex Rider in his secret role as a spy.  We can discover 

Sparrow’s secret in His Name Was Walter by Emily Rodda. 

 

Book Character Costume Parade 

 

We are planning to have a Book Character Costume Parade on 

Wednesday, 21st August 2019.  We invite students to dress as a 

character from a book that reflects this theme.   

Scholastic Book Fair - 19-23 August 2019 

 

As part of our celebration of Book Week, the Library will be 

holding a Scholastic Book Fair where students are given the 

opportunity of purchasing books and other items.   

 

Not only is a Scholastic Book Fair a great way to support and 

encourage your child’s reading, it has the added bonus of helping the Library to acquire much-needed 

resources.  So please come and visit us during Book Week.  We will have a range of different titles for you 

to purchase on display in the Library.  

 

Louise, Annie and Pam 



Sport 

Netball 

 

A HUGE congratulations to Chelsea Bowditch for being selected in the Association of Independent 

Co-Educational Schools (AICES) Open Netball Team. Chelsea continues to develop and demonstrate 

her talents on the netball court and for a consecutive year, has made the AICES side. She will now 

go on to compete with her team at the Country Independent Schools (CIS) Challenge Day. We wish 

her all the best.  

 

Miss Jessica Day  

Basketball 

 

The Open Basketball team competed at the HRIS 

Gala day on Tuesday.  Pictured here with their 

coach Earl Burnett.  

Yoga 

 

These Year 9 and 10 students are working hard at their flexibility in yoga with teacher, Mrs White.  

Years 8-11 students are learning yoga in sport. 

Secondary Gym 

Thanks to Mark Dawson, a member of our school council and 

Anytime Fitness we now have a reconditioned, commercial grade 

treadmill (worth $12,500 new) in our gym.  We’re very grateful 

for the donation and we know our secondary students are too. 

 

This treadmill only has 14,000km on it, which is very low. They 

have a life of about 250,000km, so we should be able to get 

many km’s out of it.  It’s fully programmable and has internet, 

TV and Pre-loaded workouts.  



On Thursday 20 June my husband Tom, Peter Easthope and Darren Crowther travelled to our Rowing 

Shed at Glenbawn Dam and put in a good day of work to assist with some structural changes.   

 

Our beautiful new SGS Rowing sign was put up at the shed, some new wheels replaced on one of our 

single skull trollies and some hanging racks for our life jackets were installed.  The biggest job was to 

remove all the single and double skulls off the right wall of the shed and change around the support 

racks so that we could move the double skulls to the front of the shed for easier access. This took some 

time but with some great results.  

 

I would like to thank these men for their fantastic work as everything we do helps our Rowing 

Programme to take another step forward. All this term our students have been training for next season 

either at the Dam or in the gym.  Next term, the intensity will build again with our first regatta to be 

held in September. 

 

Chris Brennan 

Rowing news 

Trinity College Rugby 

Our year 5-6 primary rugby union team played Trinity College today at the Scone Rugby Club.  Trinity 

College were on tour and stopped into Scone for the match.  It was great to see some of our students 

out to cheer the boys on.  At the end of a tough match, we finished with a 41-28 win to Scone 

Grammar School.    

Equestrian 

Our Equestrian Team will be competing at the Interschools Horse Extravaganza at Tamworth over 

five days. This event features show jumping, dressage, show riding, bare back riding, sporting, team 

penning, cutting and eventing. 

 

We wish Laura S, Ally T, Georgia T, Callum W, Olivia M, Alyson I, Paul R, Mykayla O’H, Emity C, Skye 

R, Georgia M, Olivia T, Lachlan W, and Harry W much success at this event. 

 

Tyler Kelly will travel to England during the holidays as a representative from Australia in various 

disciplines of international horse sports. Tyler qualified for this event when he won the Australian 

Senior Championship for 2019. We wish Tyler a very successful international tour. 

 

Anne Davies 

Equestrian Co-ordinator 



Homeless Winter Sleepout 

As part of our Community and Family Studies Course, the Year 12 students study the Homeless. It was very 

confronting for the girls to discover some of the statistics and facts concerning homeless people in our country:  

 

• More than 17% of Australia’s homeless are under 10 years 

• One in every 39 children under 4 years sleeps in a homeless shelter 

• 33% of children accommodated in homeless shelters are fleeing domestic violence 

 

As a class we decided we wanted to try and make a difference by raising money to support the Homeless. We 

thought by sleeping out overnight it would give us a taste of what some people are dealing with on a regular 

basis so we decided to help the Upper Hunter Homeless Support Group by raising funds.  We approached the 

SRC in the Primary and Secondary areas of the school to see if they would assist us.  An ‘out of uniform day’ 

was run last Friday where students could give a gold coin donation and/or bring in warm items of clothing. 

 

This is the fourth year we have run this sleepout and each year more and more students have come on board.  

If you sleepout you are charged $15 which includes a meal from the ‘Soup Kitchen’  and the funds go directly to 

the Homeless.  

 

On Friday night 21 June 24 students, my husband Tom and I slept out overnight in front of the school library. It 

was predicted to be -4 degrees and it did not disappoint!  It was freezing, however, our students were fantastic.  

I am still amazed at how long kids can talk for!  

 

I would like to thank : 

• Year 12 – Courtney Brown, Sarah Dart, Olivia Hamson and Tegan Ferries 

• Year 11 – Hayley Cook, Ruby Wong and Chloe Green 

• Year 10 – Erin Nichols, Summer Bennet, Holly Fairgray and Alyssa Mollema 

• Year 9 – Ryan Cook, Hamish Gueana, Jamelia Power, Safia Manwarring, Ashton Taylor, Ash Orton, 

Charlotte Chopin, Jordan Evans, Georgia Goodchild, Emily Turner, Montana Cronin, Imogen Foster and 

Kristen Martinfor their support, comradery, sincerity and definitely improved skills of playing charades on 

that cold winter’s night! 

 

I would also like to thank Deanna Hollis, Deb Moore, Mel Doherty and Tori Saunders for their donations of soup 

for our ‘Soup kitchen’, my Year 12 CAFS class for their assistance in organization and to the school community 

as a whole for their kind donations as the fundraiser was really well supported. We raised approximately $925 

in donations as well as a massive amount of clothing. The Upper Hunter Homeless Group have been 

overwhelmed with our support.    Most of all I need to thank my husband, Tom , for his amazing loyalty and 

continued support as without him I would not be able to run this sleepout.  

 

Thanks again 

Chris Brennan 



Casino night fundraiser 

Canteen help needed  
Term 3 menu specials 

Tuesday Tacos 

 

We will be introducing a $5 Tuesday Taco 

special, available for a limited time from 

Term 3. Primary students will need to order 

in the mornings, as they do with other 

lunches. 

 

Volunteers needed 

 

Jen Crackett and Fi Bailey run our canteen, 

but they could really use your help.  We 

desperately need more parents, 

grandparents or family friends to volunteer.  

At this stage we only have parents rostered on Thursdays and Fridays.  These are our busiest days and 

although we could also use more help earlier in the week, we just don’t have enough volunteers. 

 

We only need you for 4 hours between 9.30am — 1.30pm.  It is great fun, and a lovely way to meet more 

students and connect with the school community, especially for secondary school parents, who don’t get as 

many opportunities to be involved in day to day school life. 

 

Both Jen and Fee are pocket rockets and are great to work with.   If you can spare a day next term, please 

contact Jen or Fi in the canteen. 

 

Jen Crackett or Fi Bailey 

T 6545 1514 

E canteen@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

Book your tickets and get your glad rags on. The Scone Grammar School Foundation has organized a 

fundraiser for Saturday 10 August (from 6.30pm at our STLC building, although you’ll barely recognize it)! 

 

Tickets are $55 each and can be booked online.  Ticket price covers your meal, entertainment & $20 worth 

of gambling chips. A cash bar will be available. 

 

Grab a group of friends or fly solo. It’s a fun way to catch up with friends or meet new people, whilst 

supporting the school.  www.trybooking.com/506990 

 

There will be live croupiers running casino games with play gambling chips provided upon entry. All 

gambling chips will go back into raffle tickets to increase your chances of winning raffle items. 

 

A huge thanks to Elena Wilkinson for organizing the night. Sarah Crouch will be styling the evening, our 

talented Tori Saunders will be entertaining us and we have some great silent auction and raffle prizes up 

for grabs.    

 

Damien Leith has donated a song writing recording session.  Linda MacCallum will be providing either a 

cutting instruction or a cover by Metallic Storm.  There will be a painting by Sarah Bishop,  a vibrant, 

rainbow coloured quilt and more. 

 

If you have something you’d like to donate to our silent auction or raffle, please contact Elena Wilkinson on 

0410 602 858. 



Community Notices & News 
 

 
 

For Your Diary 
 
 

Please be advised the School office will be 

closed the second week of the school holidays 

being Monday 8 July through to Friday 12 

July.   The 1st and 3rd weeks of school holidays 

will be open as normal. 

 

TERM 3 

 

JULY 

 

24 July School Council Meeting 

25 July Secondary Exp Parent Info Night 

26 July Secondary Experience Day Years 5-6 

29 July HRIS Secondary Athletics 

30 July Inter-House Music Competition 

 

AUGUST 

 

6 August P&F Meeting 

10 August School Foundation Casino Night 

15 August HRIS Primary Athletics 

10-23 August Scholastic Book Fair 

21 August Book character costume parade 

Canteen Roster    

 
 

WEEK 1 

Monday   

------ 

Tuesday 23/7  Jen Crackett 

Wednesday 24/7  Jen Crackett   

Thursday 25/7 Fee Bailey – Kirrily Adams  

Friday 26/7 Fee Bailey – Kelly Greenwood  

 

WEEK 2 

Monday 29/7 Jen Crackett 

Tuesday – 30/7  Jen Crackett  

Wednesday - 31/7  Jen Crackett 

Thursday - 1/8   Fee Bailey – Tania Dart 

Friday 2 – 2/8  Fee Bailey – Erryn Day 

Have a great holiday! 


