
SCONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

One of the strategies is to ensure students are getting stuck in

their learning and helping them ‘unstick’ themselves rather just

relying on the teacher to give them an answer or a solution. 

 

Many classrooms are using the image of a learning pit to help

students value the challenge, the problem and solving it in a

number of steps or ways. Sometimes this involves making

mistakes and having to realign or developing strategies to

grow and learn.  All of these strategies help students take

greater charge of their learning and build them as the best

learners they can be!

 

BOOK WEEK

We had an amazing celebration of reading this week with the

Primary School all involved in a Book Week Parade, celebrating

the power of reading. The day was filled with energy and

excitement with so many characters filling our school grounds.

 

A big thank you to Mrs Louise Broomfield for her organisation

and encouragement of reading.

 

MUSIC FESTIVALS

This week a number of students in Years 5 – 8 represented us

by being selected into the HICES Music Festival while

Voiceworx performed in the IPSHA Music Festival.  These are

high level music performance opportunities that help our

students grow and flourish.

22 August 2019

Dear Parents & Friends of SGS,

 

Learning is such a focus for us at every turn at SGS. It is very exciting

to be witnessing this each and every day. As we engage in developing

our understanding of Building Learning Power (our Grammar Minds) as

a staff and as students, we have been challenging everyone in the

area of perseverance.

Have a great week ahead and continue to pray for rain.

 

Paul Smart

Principal



FROM THE BURROW - PRIMARY NEWS WITH MR SAUNDERS

“Nothing will work unless you do.”

Maya AngelouWORD OF THE WEEK - ASTRONOMICAL

e.g. The odds against the coincidence

were astronomical, until I considered the

facts.

Meaning: extremely large; exceedingly 

great; enormous

Etymology: 1550–60; Latin

How we can use it this week: let your

everyday thinking have no limits!

 

BIRTHDAYS

Congratulations to Hailee du Plessis (3 Gold), Mitchell

Baker (6 Gold), Hannah White (K Gold), Georgia White

(K Gold), and Toby Havyatt (4 Blue) who are celebrating

birthdays this week. I wish these students all the

best as they enjoy their special day and share the time

with family and friends.

They say every picture tells a thousand words.

 



HEAD OF SECONDARY

Last week saw students from Years 9 and 10

participate in our senior experience day. Students

took lessons in PDHPE, Legal Studies, Modern

History, Hospitality, Visual Arts and Advanced

English. 

 

According to the students they were all great

experiences but the bruschetta in Hospitality was

exceptional and lunch was pretty good too. Two

Year 11 students also chatted about their senior

experience both of them did a great job and should

be congratulated on their presentations. 

 

Students were exposed to subjects they don’t

normally see and subjects that are different from

those in Stage 5. We see days like this as part of

educating our students about the parts of the

school they haven’t really seen yet.

 

I have asked staff this week to monitor student

uniform as we appear to have a few things

creeping in that are not part of the uniform policy.

Girls that have hair touching their collars need to

tie it back with ribbons or scrunchies that are plain

navy, gold or white. Girls are to wear navy long

socks or tights;  senior boys are to wear grey socks

and junior boys should have khaki socks. School

sports socks should be worn with sports uniform.

Year 12 have just completed their Trial HSC

examinations and parent teacher interviews are on

Wednesday night. I am sure they now all have a

good plan for what they need to do between now

and the HSC examinations to ensure they finish

school as well as they can. The HSC Industrial

Technology class completed their major works last

week and they will be marked early in September.

I would like to encourage everyone to come to the

HSC Showcase night on the 3rd of September to

look at the Industrial Technology, Visual Arts and

Design and Technology, enjoy the food provided

by Hospitality students and then listen to the

sounds of the HSC Music class.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

 

"The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge

but imagination." Albert Einstein

 

Have a great week

Mrs Deanna Hollis

Head of Secondary

 

 



FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENTS

In Prayer this week
 
Reflect on: 1 Peter 4:10 

 

Give thanks for: 

The gifts, such as our mind and the

ability to problem solve, that God has

given us

God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the

resurrection and the life, so we can have

a way to be friends with God

The numerous opportunities to engage in

extra-curricular activities and experiences

Parents, teachers and supporters who

truly care for us

 

Pray for: 

Rain!

Families and students who are ill or

struggling at the moment

Your son or daughter’s teacher/s!

 

Rev’d Nate

natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au

Do you have an idea? We desire to create more

opportunities for our young people to serve others.

They don’t have to be big things to help others, but

rather opportunities to serve others often. Serving

others is a pursuit that will benefit our students’

wellbeing and is well worth pursuing. Encouraging

students to look at how they can make a positive

difference using their strengths will energize their

efforts. Performing acts of kindness for others

creates uplifting positive emotions for all of us. We

have no doubt that as we have a more focused and

systemized approach to encouraging students to

think beyond their own needs will be character

building for them and enable them to initiate

positive behaviors. 

 

We have identified here at Scone Grammar School

that balancing their focus on themselves with

proactive attitudes and opportunities to do

something to help others, will build interdependent,

reflective and collaborative habits in them. It is also

in our very DNA as a Christian community! “Each of

you should use whatever gift you have received to

serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in

its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

I would like to invite you, as a parent of our school

and valued member of our school community, to

engage with me in a conversation about possible

occasions in our community where students can

serve. Do you have an idea? Do you have a skill

that you can partner with us in to achieve these

ends? Are you aware of a need that needs

fulfilling? I would love to hear from you! You can

email me at natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au with the

title bar ‘service opportunity’.  



NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELLOR (P-12)
 

Happy half way!

 

This week, cut out or write out the

prompts, create a lucky dip and see what

you come up with the next time you are

together as family or friends.

 

Kat Moore

kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au

Ext: 1220

Weekly Wellbeing Challenge
 



TALES FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE

Transition to School is a very significant step for any

child. At The Yellow Cottage we seek every

opportunity for our Preschool children to be involved

in the schools within our community as a part of our

transition to school programs. 

 

We participate in library visits, school concerts or

plays, Book week celebrations, special occasions at

the schools and then at this time of the year, visits

that focus purely on Kindergarten. This time of the

year is filled with activities and visits to schools. 

 

At The Yellow Cottage we want to provide children

with opportunities to connect with their big school, to

meet new friends, as well as become familiar with the

school and kindergarten environment. 

Strength Stars Framework - 
A Visible Wellbeing initiative for Early Childhood Services

Starting school is not just about the first day. It’s a

process that begins when children and families start

to prepare in the year before, and continues as

children experience their first days, weeks and

months of school. The process involves a number of

changes for children and families, and everyone

reacts differently. For some children the change

brings excitement about making friends and learning

new things, while for others the change can leave

them feeling nervous and overwhelmed.

 

In our roles as educators we aim to actively support

this transition process as best we can, to reduce

those feelings of being nervous, anxious or

overwhelmed. 

 

Children who make a positive start to school are

more likely to: • feel comfortable, relaxed and

valued • feel excited and motivated to learn • have

good relationships with others • develop a sense of

belonging within the school community. Kidsmatter,  

"Thinking about Transition To School"

Starting school is an important time for children and

families, and in helping them to become familiar with

the school environment, we are aiming to make this

transition less stressful for all. 



BOOK WEEK 
 

A great morning with our Primary School in character - ‘Reading is

my secret power’ to celebrate book week at Scone Grammar

School. We love seeing creativity shine through and are so grateful

to our parents for the huge effort they’ve put into supporting their

kids’ creativity and teaming with us to stretch their minds and inspire

their reading and learning power. 

 

Book Week costume parade

KINDERGARTEN

 

Year 1 

 

Year 2 

 

Year 3 

 

Year 4 

 

Year 5 

 

Year 6

 

30th August 2019 is the last day for students to enter

books online for the NSW Premier’s Reading

Challenge. 

 

Louise Broomfield

Teacher Librarian

lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au

2019 Premier's Reading Challenge

If you require a user name and password, please

contact me via email or the telephone, or visit me in

the Library.  If you are having problems entering your

books, please let me know before this date so I can

assist you. I am entering the books for Kindergarten

and Year 1 students.

 

 

 



HICES Music Festival

Earlier in the week, five of our students attended

the Heads of Independent Co-Educational

Schools (HICES) Music Festival. It was an

incredible opportunity for 365 students from 34

schools to develop music talents through the

tuition of 23 inspirational teachers. Claire & Lilla

attended the Vocal Ensemble, while Bridie O, Lily

M and Angus D all attended with their

instruments. The festival culminated in a two

hour concert.

IPSHA Arts Festival

MUSIC

Later this week, our VoiceWorx choirs sang in

the Independent Primary Schools Heads of

Australia (IPSHA) Primary Arts Festival in the

Sydney Town Hall.  

 

Big thanks to Rev'd Nate for the photos and to

our P&F President, Di Gillett for recording

these performances which are now available to

watch on our new Scone Grammar School

YouTube channel.   

 

To ensure you don't miss out on any videos

being loaded, please subscribe to our Scone

Grammar School YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoaoBP5t

LPJ9HLsQWZ8kntw?view_as=subscriber

You will need to have a Google or YouTube

account before you can subscribe.  Both are

free accounts.  

 

We hope our students of music ease into the

weekend feeling stretched and inspired by

these amazing opportunities.  

 

'Kakadu' - https://youtu.be/GaXv-QHczNk

'Naughty' - https://youtu.be/LYJ3Z6IR-8Q

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoaoBP5tLPJ9HLsQWZ8kntw?view_as=subscriber


SPORT
HRIS Soccer Gala Day

A great effort by our Years 3-4 and Years 5-6

Scone Grammar School teams yesterday at Hunter

Regional Independent School (HRIS) Gala Soccer

Day.Our favourite capture of the day might have

to be our Scone Grammar School netball team

cheering them on.  

 

Our Primary School Teacher, Mr Holden and our

Parent Coach, Ryan Froml give our soccer teams

great direction and encouragement. We're grateful

to you for your support of our boys.We'd also like

to thank Mrs Kelly's husband Dan Kelly

and Keldan for sponsoring the boys' uniforms,

which were presented earlier in the week. The

boys looked great and were very excited about

their new uniforms.

HRIS Netball Gala Day

What a terrific day of competition our two netball

teams had. This year, once again, both our Junior

and Senior teams have been training in our Netball

Development Program with the guidance of Miss

Day and Mrs Betts. In the last school holidays, the

girls also had the opportunity to develop as a team

by participating in the National Primary Games

over a two-day carnival in Tamworth.   

 

Our 3/4 girls played amazingly well, demonstrating

a high degree of skill for their age. The girls

managed to take out wins in every game but their

first, in which they only lost by a narrow margin of

2 goals. Unfortunately, with a few teams tying on

the same point score our girls for and against, did

not favour them on the day and the girls placed

5th overall out of 17 schools.

Big thanks to Jas Hodges and Sinead Scott for

photographing. We love to share photographs so

parents, please email them photos through to

lbragg@sgs.nsw.edu.au if you're at any of these

events and have photos you'd like to share.  

The Senior Division had 5 games to play before

finals. The girls placed 2nd in their pool heading

into finals but with an equal second place, the

score was once again taken from for and against,

with our girls placing 3rd in their pool. Another 2

convincing wins saw our girls place 5th overall out

of 17 schools. 

Congratulations to all the players on the day!!

What a huge effort!  Thanks also to Jacqui

Henderson for photos.

 

Miss Jessica Day

K-12 Sports Coordinator



It has been a very busy start to the term for our young

rowers.  At the end of this term we will be entering our

first regattas for the season so we have been building on

our endurance both on the water and in the gym. Our

students train on the water of a Tuesday morning and

work out in the gym of a Thursday morning.

 

The weather has been very cold, however, the conditions

at Lake Glenbawn have been very cooperative so far. The

students meet at the school by 6am then I drive them by

bus to our rowing shed at Glenbawn Dam.   It takes us a

good half an hour to carry the boats down to the water

and get settled and ready to train. As you can imagine

the water level at the dam is very low and this is a major

problem for us getting the boats to and from the water. 

 

Our session on the water includes drills and endurance

work as we continue to prepare both new and more

experienced rowers for racing. We spend a good 70

minutes on the water before we muscle our way back up

the hill with the boats and jump on the bus for our ride

back to school.  The highlight of the morning is our

communal breakfast where the students enjoy milo, juice,

crumpets, water melon and raisin toast. The students

miss first period class, however, have the option of

catching up their work during sport that afternoon.

 

Thursday morning gym sessions include work on the

rowing ergs, core and strength work accompanied by

some great Brenno ‘blast from the past’ music! Again

breakfast is served after training.

 

INDOOR ROWING COMPETITIONS

 

In week three we started our Indoor Rowing Competition

which is held every lunchtime. Students from year 6 to

staff are able to compete over a distance of either 500m

or 1000m and lodge a time.  The fastest time in each

category – years 6,7 & 8 and Yrs 9,10,11,12 and staff for

both boys and girls  will win a prize in week 7.  In week 8

we are running for the first time a Teams

Competition. Teams of 3 males and 3 females of any age

group will race over 6000m (500m per competitor rotated

in a non stop race). The four fastest teams will race off in

the Grand Final which will be held on the Tuesday of

week 9. 

SPORT
Rowing News

ROWING SPONSORSHIP

 

We would like to thank some members

of our Scone Community for their very

generous support to our Rowing

Program. The following donors have

made it possible for us to purchase

some stroke coaches that can be

attached to our rowing boats which

assists our rowers when on the water.

Students can now see the stroke rate,

time and overall stroke count in each

boat which is greatly assisting us in our

training. 

 

Thank you so much to

Meegan and Tony O’Neil - SPB

Chris Comerford - Comerford

Holdings Unit Trust

Rachael McGuirk – Hello world Scone

Royston and Treen Murphy –

Sledmere Stud

 

We really appreciate your generosity

and interest towards our SCS Rowing

Program.

 

Chris Brennan



SPORT
PSSA Touch Football

Hugo F and Lochie H, both in Year 6 competed at the Primary

School Sports Association (PSSA) Boys Touch Football

Championships from Monday - Thursday this week, representing the

NSW Combined Independent Schools (CIS) team.  This team is

selected from each Independent School throughout NSW. They

represented their school and state so well in this team. Great

sportsmanship and teamwork, boys. Well done.

 

Extending our community is a great experience for all. We’re

grateful to the CIS NSW team parents who took these photos of the

boys and shared them with Hugo’s and Lochie’s families, who then

shared with us...

FOR THE DIARY

WEEK 6 (B)

28 August - NSW Super Challenge (Science Comp)

28 August - North West Secondary Schools Rugby

28 August - School Council Meeting

25-30 August - Year 11 Ski camp

28-30 August - Year 3 & 4 school camps

29-30 August - St Lawrence's Horse Sports Day

29 August - Burn Bright Leadership Day

30 August - SGS Netball Rugby 

 

WEEK 7 (A)

3 September - HSC 2019 Showcase Evening

5 September - Kindergarten 2020 Orientation

 

WEEK 8 (B)

10 September – P&F Meeting

11 September -  Year 9 & 10 Drama Night

12-13 September - Year 2 Sydney excursion

13 September - Merriwa Interschool Horse Sports

 

WEEK 9 (A)

16 September - HRIS 15's Basketball

16 September - NSWCIS Primary Boys Cricket

19-20 September -  Kindergarten Sleepover

August

September

WEEK 10 (B)

24 September – P&F School Colour Run

24 September - CIS Secondary Athletics

25 September -  School Council Meeting

26 September - Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

27 September - Year 12 Final Chapel

27 September – Last day of term 3



MENU

Ham & cheese croissant

Bacon & egg roll

Banana bread - regular or gluten free

 

FOOD $2

 

each

DRINKS $3Small $4Large

Coffee
Capuccino | Cafe Latte | Flat white |Piccolo latte |

Macchiato | Espresso | Ristretto | Long black

Mocha | Hot chocolate | Chai Latte

 

 

 
 

Tea
English Breakfast | China Jasmin |

Lemon grass & ginger | Peppermint

 
Milkshakes
Caramel | Strawberry | Chocolate | Vanilla

 

 

 
 

CANTEEN

OPEN  Mondays 8-9.15 am

$5 Nachos Tuesday

 

WEEK 6

Monday 26/8  Jen Crackett

Tuesday 27/8 Jen Crackett

Wednesday 28/8 Jen Crackett, TBC

Thursday 29/8 Fiona Bailey, Charlotte P-O

Friday 30/8 Fiona Bailey, TBC

 

WEEK 7

Monday 2/9  Jen Crackett

Tuesday 3/9 Fiona Bailey

Wednesday 4/9 Fiona Bailey

Thursday 5/9Jen Crackett, Helen Smith, Tracey Stewart

Friday 6/9 Jen Crackett, Kelly Greenwood, TBC

 

WEEK 8

Monday 9/9 Jen Crackett

Tuesday 10/9 Jen Crackett

Wednesday 11/9 Jen Crackett, Timea Brayley

Thursday 12/9 Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth

Friday 13/9 Fiona Bailey, Erin Day, Sinead Scott

 

 

 

Roster



COMMUNITY NOTICES

Road signs - take note

There is a lollie guessing competition happening over

the next few days in the Primary Quadrangle at

Recess and Lunchtime.  This has been organised by

one of our Primary School students whose Pop is

struggling with cancer.

Lolly guessing competition

 

Osborn's have had several complaints of

late.  Just a reminder for all students while

waiting at bus stops please be respectful

and mindful of other people and their

property. Whilst waiting please do not

climb trees or walk through their yard, if

you have rubbish please make sure you

take it with you and not leave in their yard.

Bus Update



COMMUNITY NOTICES

St Alban's Spring Fair
9am- 2pm, Saturday 31 August 2019

St Alban's Anglican Church,  Lower Brook Street,

Muswellbrook

 

Please note that children Under 18 must be

accompanied by a parent or adult guardian.

Scone Short Film Festival

Merriwa Community Portal 
Logo Competition

Merriwa Community Portal is running a

competition in conjunction with the Merriwa

Springtime Show to develop an appropriate

logo which could be used by the Portal on

its communication material, which would

reflect Merriwa and the Portal.

 

Merriwa Community Portal is all about

promoting Merriwa, it’s an up to date,

online resource. Full of information about

“what’s happening and what’s on offer in

our great town” for locals and visitors alike!

 

The competition is open to all ages and will be judged

by the Portal committee. The winner will receive a

Merriwa gift card valued at $250 and the logo

ownership will be transferred to the Merriwa

Community Portal.

 

Entries must be submitted by 10th September to

Merriwa Post Office where there will be a box to

receive entries.  Entrants must provide Name, phone

number and email address with entries.  Logo entries

will be displayed at the Springtime Show on Saturday

21st September and the winner announced.

 

Contact - Kim Fenley | 0418 570 743

merriwaportal@gmail.com | www.merriwa.nsw.au


