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We are seeking to enable this through an

environment which teaches and supports students in

their wellbeing. We know that a student’s positive

wellbeing will enable them to learn significantly better

and that understanding themselves will also enable

them to navigate life’s ups and downs better.  We

want all members of our community to flourish. The

pillars of Grammar Minds, Grammar Plus, Grammar

Cares and Grammar Leads will help explain the many

opportunities available to students to help them

achieve their best, as a whole person. 

 

I am pleased to share the fee realignment which aims

to make all that we are doing more accessible to our

community. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will be seeking to share

both these initiatives with the wider community.

Please continue to share your positive experiences

with those you know who might be interested in

joining our special community. 

 

 

29 August 2019

Dear Parents,  

 

It is very exciting to be able to share with everyone the building structure

that we are using to explain all the wonderful things that are happening at

SGS and the positive environment that is created for our students to grow

and flourish. The Foundation of our Christian Faith emphasises God’s care

for each of us through all that happens in a student’s learning that they are

outward looking and share their God-given strengths with others.

Year 3 and 4 are on their camp experience this

week. All is going well, and they are having a

great deal of fun. By all accounts, Year 11 are

also experiencing a great time in the snow.

 

Lachie H and Harry W are representing CIS

Primary Rugby this week and they have made

it through to the final. Bridie O and Dempsey M

have represented CIS Touch Football. Both

boys are playing excellent Rugby and both girls

have played tremendous touch Football. All are

enjoying the experience and we wish them

well.   

 

Please join with me in praying for rain,

especially that the forecast of some rain

happens this week. 

 

Paul Smart 

Principal 

 



WELLBEING

6pm, Wednesday 4 September - Gundy

6pm, Thursday 5 September - Merriwa

6pm, Monday 9 September - Denman

6pm, Thursday 12 September - Aberdeen

7pm, Monday 16 September - Singleton

6pm, Tuesday 17 September - Muswellbrook 

6pm, Wednesday 18 September - Scone 

6pm, Thursday 19 September - Murrurundi

WELLBEING HEIGHTENS LEARNING

Community Talks 

Scone Grammar School will be holding

Community Talks throughout the UpperHunter

community about the affect of Wellbeing on

Learning. 

 

Paul Smart, Principal & Nate Atkinson, Dean of

Students will talk about how improved Wellbeing

impacts on Learning and how the growth pillars

at Scone Grammar School contribute to well

rounded, individual students, their wellbeing and

being the best learners they can be.  

One of our Scone Grammar School families

from each district will also talk about their

Wellbeing experience at Scone Grammar

School.

 

These talks will be directed towards

parents, but students of any age are more

than welcome.  Complimentary drinks &

snacks will be provided.  More detail is

listed in the events section of our website

and as eventson our Facebook page.



FROM THE BURROW - PRIMARY NEWS WITH MR SAUNDERS

“Normal is a setting on a washing

machine.” – Unknown

WORD OF THE WEEK - PRECIOUS

 

e.g: No gift is more precious than trust.

Meaning: Of high price or great value; very

valuable or costly

Etymology: 1250-1300; Middle English

How we can use it this week: Don’t waste

time on being selfish or fighting

BIRTHDAYS

 

Congratulations to Alexandra Love (5 Gold),

Paddy Brayshaw (2 Blue), Holly Elliott (3 Gold),

Austin Hill (6 Gold), and Ashton Coe (3 Blue)

who are celebrating birthdays this week. I wish

these students all the best as they enjoy their

special day and share the time with family and

friends.

As we celebrated 'Book Week' last week, many of

us were able to recall the enjoyment of shared

reading; whether it was being read to, reading to

a younger sibling or just sharing reading with our

parents. 

 

But why is it so important for us to keep reading

with our children for as long as possible?

When we read aloud to children it is beneficial for

their cognitive development, with parent-child

reading activating brain areas related to narrative

comprehension and mental imagery. While most

of the research in this area focuses on young

children, this does not mean that these benefits

somehow disappear as children age.

 

As young people’s attitudes towards reading

reflect their experiences of reading at home and

at school in childhood and beyond, providing an

enjoyable shared reading experience at home

can help to turn our children into life-long

readers.

 

I’m a big fan of the bedtime reading routine. A

quiet, safe place to snuggle in and share words,

sentences and adventures. A chance to ask

questions and predict what might happen next.

This also often leads to some beautiful

conversations (even if it is an attempt to prolong

having to go to sleep)!

 

Growing up, I loved reading. Books by Roald

Dahl and Paul Jennings were my absolute

favourites. So this week I encourage you to get

out your favourite book from childhood and share

it with your children.

This week I have had the privilege to meet

with the parents of our Kindergarten 2020

cohort. It is a process that I find incredibly

satisfying and completely worthwhile. It was

wonderful to gauge the excitement that

emanated from the parents, knowing that their

little ones are about to commence a big, bright

new chapter in their lives.

 

It was also an opportunity for our incoming

Kindergarten students to spend time with our

Kindergarten teachers, chatting, drawing,

building, and creating. I was amazed at how

many of these children already had a sense of

ownership of ‘their’ new school.  

 



This week has been incredibly busy on many

fronts but also incredibly rewarding. Year 11

students are having a fantastic week in the

snow and really enjoying the time together.

Year 10 have been to the Young Driver’s

Education Expo in Tamworth and found this

very informative and at times confronting. This

is one of the best excursions we take students

on to learn about life outside of the classroom.

Several of the students I spoke to yesterday

said they were moved by the stories told and

the extraordinary consequences of small

mistakes. They also learned to appreciate how

big a semi-trailer is and the size of a car you

can hide in its blind spot. As our Year 10

students start to get their L plates, I hope they

have brought home some useful information

about being safe on the roads.

 

Year 10 also competed at the State Final of the

Science and Engineering Challenge on

Wednesday. They thoroughly enjoyed the day

and the challenges. They can be proud of their

efforts. To be one of the eight schools in the

state that made the final was a huge

accomplishment for the team.

 

Wednesday also saw three girls’ Rugby teams

and two boys’ teams compete in the Armidale

Rugby 7’s tournament. All teams participated

with passion and good sportsmanship. All of

the teams had some great wins during the day,

but special congratulations must go to the U13

Girls who won the Grand Final.

 

The Burn Bright Leadership summit sees

twenty-five students from Years 8-10 learning

about different types of leadership on Thursday

and on Friday we will have several Rugby and

Netball teams competing in the SGS Challenge.

 

HEAD OF SECONDARY
 

Next Tuesday night we are holding the HSC

Showcase night and I would like to extend an

invitation to everyone to come and look at the

fantastic work done by our HSC Industrial

Technology, Design and Technology and Visual

Arts students, as well as listen to the

performances from our HSC Music class. It looks

like being a fantastic evening.

 

Quote of the week - 

“Don’t aim for success if you want it; just do

what you love and believe in and it will come

naturally.” David Frost

 

Have a great week

Mrs Deanna Hollis

Head of Secondary

 



FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENTS

In Prayer this week
 
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23

 

Give thanks for:  God’s generosity; For the gift of

relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who

truly care for us; the great time that Year 3 and 4

are having on camp!

 

Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and

energy; For rain; For families and students who are

ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or

daughter’s teacher/s!

 

Rev’d Nate, natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au

I had a nice little moment last week where I saw a

group of Kindergarten students (class of 2031!)

chatting with a group of our senior students (class

of 2019). It was a snapshot of the early and later

learning years at school. As I consider both this

years’ graduating class and that of 2031, my hope

and prayer is that they will all have received an

education in the skills and attributes necessary to

live in an ever-changing world. 

While the learning of core skills and knowledge is

important, we have, and will continue to, spend

time providing opportunities for the building up

of personal skills and virtues alongside of the

technical skills and knowledge base. We invest in

this because it is in the building up of the whole

person and the way in which character is formed

that will determine success in whatever field they

will be seeking to place themselves in. 

 

The collective umbrella approach we are taking

to this responsibility is ‘Positive Education’, where

these virtues and strengths are explicitly taught

each week; sometimes in specific lessons, in

Chapel, in conversations, through extra-curricular

programmes and opportunities where these

virtues are named, explained, modelled and

applied. 

We believe that the learning and application of

these virtues has a significant impact on the

development of the whole person and thus, is key

to the ability of a student to acquire specific skills

and knowledge in each subject area, even beyond

the school years. We continually invite God into

this development and openly pray for His help in

the building up of our young people. This week,

ask your son or daughter what they have learnt

about themselves this week, as well as the skills

and knowledge they have acquired. 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELLOR P-12
 Weekly Wellbeing Challenge
 
Crack a Smile Challenge: 

Live Simply, Laugh Often, Love Deeply 

 

Explain that each member of the family will be

trying to get another to “crack a smile.”   Each

person will take turn trying to make someone

else on the table smile without touching them in

anyway. 

The initiator should instruct his or her partner not

to smile.  They should then attempt to make the

partner smile by being silly.  Take turns until there

is a face off!

 

Kat Moore

kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au

Ext: 1220



TALES FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE

Outdoor play is a highlight of the day for many of

the children at TYC. At the moment the children

are loving Ninja Warrior and we have encouraged

them to include this in their play. At TYC we allow

the children to follow their interests and we

provide open ended materials for them to create

their ideas. 

 

We encourage risk taking and we scaffold the

children in their ability to assess risk in their own

play. We understand that it is vital for children to

continually test the limits of their physical,

intellectual and emotional capacities and allow

children the freedom to take risks in their play,

while balancing the need for children to be safe.

This all helps to build resilient and resourceful

children.

Outdoor Play

As Cheryl Greenfield (2004) says,

‘Outdoor play provides open-ended,

dynamic, varied opportunities which are

unpredictable and at times risky.

However, the risks and challenges of

being outdoors provide rich opportunities

for learning, problem-solving and

developing social competence’. 

 



Independent Primary Schools Heads of Australia (IPSHA)
2019 Performing Arts Festival

IPSHA PAF 2019 Voiceworx represented Scone

Grammar School Exceptionally well last Thursday

evening, when they performed at the Sydney

Town Hall. The aim of the IPSHA Performing Arts

Festival is ’to have students from various IPSHA

NSW Primary schools, participate in an exceptional

night of music and performing arts at the Sydney

Town Hall’. 

 

The invitation to participate as a country school at

a venue like the Sydney Town Hall and to be able

to contribute together with other NSW

independent schools is always a wonderful

opportunity, indeed. We first participated in this

Festival in 2005, and continued to be involved in

2007, 2009, 2014, 2015 and 2017.  It was

wonderful to be able to participate in the festival

again this year. 

MUSIC

We left Scone bright and early at 7am and made it

to Town Hall just in time for the combined choirs

rehearsal. The students enjoyed staying at Elanora

Uniting Church Venues, on the northern beaches,

although there was not much time to spare at the

accommodation. 

 

That evening, Voiceworx performed ‘Kakadu’ and

‘Naughty’, as well as three other pieces in the

combined choir at the end of the evening. It was a

magical experience. 

 

On Friday, we travelled back into town, to visit

NIDA (National Institute of Dramatic Arts). At

NIDA, the students really enjoyed participating in

musical theatre workshops, before heading home

that evening. It was a really big two days, but an

experience that was enjoyed by all. 

 

Mrs Wendy Hunt 

Voiceworx Coordinator



SPORT
Successful students off to CIS Athletics

Congratulations to the following students on gaining selection in the Hunter Region Independent

Schools Athletics Team that will compete at the CIS Primary Athletics Championships on Thursday

12th September 2019 at Sydney Olympic Park Athletic Centre, Homebush.

 

Isabelle Burke 8-10 year girls 800m 2nd

Candy Brooker 12 year girls High Jump 3rd

Harry Warner 12 year boys 800m 2nd

Lachlan Hails 12 year boys 200m 1st

Isabella Henderson 11 year girls High Jump Equal 2nd

Jagger Leith 12 year boys High Jump Equal 1st, Long Jump 2nd, Shot Put 3rd, Discus 3rd

Harry Warner 12 year boys 800m 2nd 

 

Miss Jessica Day

K-12 Sports Coordinator



FOR THE DIARY - Term 3

WEEK 7 (A) 2-6 SEPTEMBER

 

Tuesday 3 September 

Wednesday 4 September

Thursday 5 September 

 

 

Friday 6 September

Saturday 7 September

 

 WEEK 8 (B) 9-13 SEPTEMBER

 

Monday 9 September 

 

Tuesday 10 September 

 

Wednesday 11 September

 

Thursday 12 September 

 

 

Friday 13 September

 

 

WEEK 9 (A) 16-20 SEPTEMBER

 

Monday 16 September 

 

 

Tuesday 17 September 

Wednesday 18 September 

Thursday 19 September

 

Friday 20 September

 

Saturday 21 September

Sunday 22 September

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2019

HSC 2019 Showcase Evening

Gundy Community Talk

Kindergarten 2020 Orientation

U10' & U12's Rugby Union Competition

Merriwa Community Talk

HICES Debating Grand Final

SGS - St Luke's Anglican Church Fellowship Service

 

 

 

AICES Athletics

Denman Community Talk

Sports photos

P&F Meeting

Year 6 Maths excursion

HRIS Debating Gala Day

CIS Primary Athletics

Aberdeen Community Talk

Year 2 Camp starts

Year 2 Camp ends

Merriwa Interschool Horse Sports

 

 

 

Singleton Community Talk

HRIS 15's Basketball

NSWCIS Primary Boys Cricket starts

NSWCIS Primary Boys Cricket finishes

Muswellbrook Community Talk

Scone Community Talk

Murrurundi Community Talk

Kindergarten Sleepover starts

Kindergarten Sleepover ends

Rowing - The Newcastle University Regatta

Rowing - The Henley on Hunter Regatta Rowing

 

 

 



FOR THE DIARY - Term 3

WEEK 10 (B) 23-27 SEPTEMBER

 

Tuesday 24 September 

 

Wednesday 25 September 

Thursday 26 September

Friday 27 September

SEPTEMBER 2019  CONT.

P&F School Colour Run

CIS Secondary Athletics

School Council Meeting

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

Year 12 Final Chapel

Last day of term 3



MENU

Ham & cheese croissant

Ham & cheese toasted Turkish sandwiches

Bacon & egg roll (gf avail)

Banana Bread

Almond & Orange Cake (gf), Date & Honey Loaf (gf) 

 

FOOD $2

 

each

DRINKS $3Small $4Large

Coffee
Capuccino | Cafe Latte | Flat white |Piccolo

latte | Macchiato | Espresso | Ristretto | Long

black | Mocha | Hot chocolate | Chai Latte

Tea
English Breakfast | China Jasmin |

Lemon grass & ginger | Peppermint

 
Milkshakes
Caramel | Strawberry | Chocolate | Vanilla

CANTEEN

OPEN  Mondays 8-9.15 am

$5 Nachos Tuesday

 
WEEK 7

Monday 2/9  Jen Crackett

Tuesday 3/9 Fiona Bailey

Wednesday 4/9 Fiona Bailey

Thursday 5/9Jen Crackett, Helen Smith, Tracey Stewart

Friday 6/9 Jen Crackett, Kelly Greenwood, TBC

 

WEEK 8

Monday 9/9 Jen Crackett

Tuesday 10/9 Jen Crackett

Wednesday 11/9 Jen Crackett, Timea Brayley

Thursday 12/9 Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth

Friday 13/9 Fiona Bailey, Erin Day, Sinead Scott

 

WEEK 9

Mon 16/9 Jen Crackett 

Tues 17/9 Fiona Bailey

Wed 18/9 Fiona Bailey

Thurs 19/9 Jen Crackett, Charlotte Parry-Okeden

Fri 20/9 Jen Crackett, Jo Fernandes

 

WEEK 10

Mon 23/9 Jen Crackett

Tues 24/9 Jen Crackett

Wed 25/9 Jen Crackett

Thurs 26/9 Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford

Fri 27/9 Fiona Bailey, Mandy Kennedy

 

 

Roster



FELLOWSHIP EVENING

with St Luke's Anglican Church 

 

 

Join us our youth lead us in fellowship.

Afterwards, supper will be provided & games

for the children, led by our secondary

students.  All welcome.

 

6pm, Saturday 7 September 2019

St Luke's Anglican Church, 

79 Hill Street, Scone



COMMUNITY NOTICES

St Alban's Spring Fair
9am- 2pm, Saturday 31 August 2019

St Alban's Anglican Church,  Lower Brook Street,

Muswellbrook

 

Please note that children Under 18 must be

accompanied by a parent or adult guardian.

Scone Short Film Festival

Merriwa Community Portal 
Logo Competition

Merriwa Community Portal is running a

competition in conjunction with the Merriwa

Springtime Show to develop an appropriate

logo which could be used by the Portal on

its communication material, which would

reflect Merriwa and the Portal.

 

Merriwa Community Portal is all about

promoting Merriwa, it’s an up to date,

online resource. Full of information about

“what’s happening and what’s on offer in

our great town” for locals and visitors alike!

 

The competition is open to all ages and will be

judged by the Portal committee. The winner will

receive a Merriwa gift card valued at $250 and the

logo ownership will be transferred to the Merriwa

Community Portal.

 

Entries must be submitted by 10th September to

Merriwa Post Office where there will be a box to

receive entries.  Entrants must provide Name, phone

number and email address with entries.  Logo entries

will be displayed at the Springtime Show on Saturday

21st September and the winner announced.

 

Contact - Kim Fenley | 0418 570 743

merriwaportal@gmail.com | www.merriwa.nsw.au


