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Volunteer Coordinator needed for the Handmade and Homegrown Markets

We are seeking a volunteer so that we can run the Markets again in early November.   Members of

the P & F would happily support anyone who would consider taking charge of this event which has

been very positive over the last few years.  If you are interested, please contact either Di Gillett or

me.

 

Foundation Casino Night

Saturday’s Casino Night fundraiser was a great success with everyone having a huge amount

of fun and enjoying a social night connecting together. Thank you to all those who were able to

support the night and to the Foundation, especially Mrs Elena Wilkinson for organising such a

lovely occasion. The STLC was transformed by the decorations to create a fancy and inviting

environment. The food spread seemed endless and the entertainment on the tables enormous fun

and from Tori, music that enabled everyone to groove.

 

Grammar Minds

I have been encouraging all students to open their eyes to what can help them in their learning

this week. It is described as ‘noticing’ – really sensing what is out there, in our Grammar Minds

dispositions. Noticing all that can help you to move forward as a learner. 

 

Our Positive Flourishing Learning Community

There are four key programmes which sit across our Christian Foundation.  These are designed to

help each student to be well rounded in their learning, wellbeing and overall school life.  We have

been shaping this to explain how it fits together and will be communicating many elements of this

as time goes on.

 

Please continue to pray for the much-needed rain.

 

Paul Smart

Principal

 

 

 

15 August 2019

Dear Parents & Friends of SGS,

 

We have had a full and exciting week at school with a quieter

calendar.  It is wonderful to

have focused learning time and to see engaged students across the

school. The HSC Trial Examinations have been going well with

students learning a great deal in preparation for the external HSC

Examination later in the year.

 



LEARNING COMMUNITY
OUR POSITIVE, FLOURISHING

WELLBEING

GRAMMAR

MINDS

Learning is key to our

community.  

Working with each

individual student to

inspire an intrinsic

motivation to learn –

for life.  

Innovative 
Learning 

GRAMMAR

PLUS

Diverse extra-

curricular

opportunities to

grow, shaped by

students’ interests

& pursuits.

Diverse 
opportunities

Being aware of character strengths and developing God given talents help students to grow in confidence,

independence and resilience, being comfortable in their own skin and respecting others for their strengths.

 

Well-being, being comfortable and happy, leads to heightened learning.  Our community of learning and

wellbeing, caring for each individual, helps our students to positively flourish.  This means they are able to

positively learn and grow through good times and life’s struggles.

 

As they flourish, we encourage our students to share their strengths with others, through mentoring,

buddying, coaching and most simply, caring - serving all.

 

 

 

CARES

Caring for the

Individual & nurturing

wellbeing 

within our school

community.

Wellbeing - Caring 
for the Individual

GRAMMAR GRAMMAR

LEADS

Developing Leaders

who strive to serve

their community.

Developing 
Leaders

Our Christian faith and values lay the foundation for a safe,

caring community.  

 

Our four growth pillars provide structure and support for our

learning community, encouraging all individual students to

be well rounded, promoting balance and and connection

points within our community -  important for well-being and

learning.



FROM THE BURROW - PRIMARY NEWS WITH MR SAUNDERS

The other day  I was having a scroll through

my Twitter feed and was intrigued by what

was ‘trending’. The most popular thing at that

moment in time on Twitter was

#5YearOldSelfie.  It was asking people to

share the advice that they would ive to their

five-year-old self, knowing what they know

now.  

 

There were some great pieces of advice both

serious and light hearted. It resonated with

me because as adults we have an opportunity

to shape, direct and influence the young lives

around us. It really is a privilege. I would like

to share some of my favourite pieces of

advice from #5YearOldSelfie.

 

Keep arguing with everyone, you’re probably right.

Being weird is a good thing, but it’ll take a while to

figure that out.

It’s ok to be the shy, quiet one.  

Please learn to say no. It won’t make you a bad

person.

You’re so much more than people told you you’d be.

Many people will tell you you’re ‘too much’. Too big,

too loud, too opinionated, too enthusiastic, too

ambitious, too confident. I want you to know you

were never ‘too anything’. They were too small.     

Kindness is King.

Laugh as much and as hard as you can.

Ride the highs and the lows with humility, pride and

care.

You will make a lot of mistakes. Learn and grow from

them.  

It’s going to be a hard road ahead, but you’ll get the

dreams that you always wanted.

Keep all of your McDonald’s toys, the new ones are

nowhere near as good.

“Do the best you can until you

know better. Then when you

know better, do better.” 

– Maya Angelou

 

WORD OF THE WEEK - CERTITUDE

 

E.g. The children proceeded forward with

great certitude about their good deeds!

MEANING: absolute certainty or conviction

that something is the case

ETYMOLOGY: late middle English

HOW WE CAN USE IT THIS WEEK: try not

to argue with your peers, parents or

teachers alike, unless you have great

certitude about it!

 

BIRTHDAYS

 

Congratulations to Robert Bester (K Gold), 

Archie Bott (K Gold), Connie Bragg (K Red), 

Lily McFarlane (1 Blue), Jack Goodhew (2 Gold), 

Kajus Mikuckas (2 Blue), Thomas Dart (4 Blue), 

Ivee Allan (6 Blue), Sam Sowter (3 Blue), 

Shaelee Fogarty (6 Gold), Nate Brayley (4 Gold) 

and Amelia McRae (5 Gold) who are celebrating

birthdays this week.  I wish these students all the best as

they enjoy their special day and share the time with

family and friends.

 



HEAD OF SECONDARY

This week has seen our first students conclude the Elite Performance Pathway.  The five boys and two

girls met twice a week for ten weeks and they completed a gym programme designed specifically for

them and their sport, as well as a lecture series about health, recovery and life in a professional sport. 

 

The students have thoroughly enjoyed the programme and assure me it has been hard work but

absolutely worth it. Congratulations and thanks must go to Mr Jason Croucher who organised and led

this programme. The graduates are Fletcher S, Darcy M, Sarah C, Laura S, Callum G, Ryan C and Tyler

K.  Courses like this aren’t possible without help and this would not be able to function without the

support of Glastonbury Farm.

 

Our Year 12 students have been working on the trial examinations this week. The reality of the end of

their school life is starting to hit them and the possibility of what lies beyond is becoming real.  Please

continue to keep this group of wonderful young people in your thoughts and prayers as they try to

finish this phase of their education with their best results.

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK -  “Be yourself. Everyone else is already taken.”  Oscar Wilde

 

Have a great week 

Mrs Deanna Hollis 

Head of Secondary

 

CHARACTER STRENGTHS SHINE THROUGH

 

Fletcher S was officiating the Under 13's Newcastle Rugby

League semi final between Denman and Raymond Terrace in

Muswellbrook last weekend, with the winner progressing

through to the Grand Final. 

 

It was a very intense and high pressure environment to be involved in.  Fletch did an outstanding job in

not only allowing the game to flow and backing his judgement, but also dealing with comments

critiquing his ability as a referee. This was a result of people who had limited knowledge of the rules

trying to influence the result of the game, with their comments directed towards him.

 

In my roles as Junior League President and his Tutor, also through his involvement in the Elite

Performance Pathway, I am massively proud of him.  He displayed so many character strengths in

dealing with adversity. Traits which will hopefully one day, see him officiating a 1st Grade NRL match.

He is more than capable of doing this! What a fantastic ambassador his is for our school.

 

Jason Croucher

Ellite Performance Pathway & Head of PDHPE



FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENTS

In Prayer this week
 

Reflect on: Jeremiah 29:11 

Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind and

the ability to problem solve, that God has

given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus,

the resurrection and the life, so we can have a

way to be friends with God; the numerous

opportunities to engage in extra-curricular

activities and experiences; Parents, teachers

and supporters who truly care for us; 

Pray for:  Rain!; Families and students who are

ill or struggling at the moment:  your son or

daughter’s teacher/s! 

 

Rev’d Nate

natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au

This week I wanted to share with you some of our thinking about the development of problem-

solving skills in our young people and an approach we are seeking to take here at Scone Grammar

School. We realise that every student will bump into different challenges throughout their school

journey. Some are to do with getting ‘unstuck’ in their learning at school and some challenges exist

outside of school life, where learning to become 'unstuck’ with life’s challenges, still takes place.

 

We continually ask ourselves how we can, as educators and parents, best help them? Shall we

help them solve every problem? I think the answer is no. With guidance and support, we need to

help them learn how to solve problems. The reason why young people need to obtain problem-

solving skills is that when they are faced with a problem, as their young lives unfold, they will have

a willingness to put effort into solving the problem rather than nvesting their time in avoiding the

problem. 

 

Numerous studies and life experiences have shown us that teaching our young people problem-

solving skills can improve their mental fitness and assist them to achieve socially and academically.

As we look to preparing our young people for the future workforce, their ability gain meaningful

and sustained careers may depend on this ability. The simplest way for us to encourage the

development of these skills, as well as explicitly teaching our young people how to problem solve,

is to avoid the temptation to step in and ‘fix’; to resist always providing the answers to life’s

questions but rather to encourage and help them to find the answers. As always, we value the

opportunity to partner with you in this responsibility. 



TALES FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE

We are very excited that on Saturday 31 August the very first

educators in Australia will be trained in the Strength Stars

Framework right here in Scone.   

 

Professor Lea Waters and Claire Fortune have collaborated

with our very own Kirsty Hails, the Director of The Yellow

Cottage Preschool to develop a Wellbeing Framework for our

very youngest children.  It is very exciting that The Yellow

Cottage was chosen for this work because of the pioneering

and extremely successful Early Childhood Positive Education

practices that they introduced in 2018. 

 

After each of The Yellow Cottage educators received Professor

Lea Waters Visible Wellbeing Training, they embedded a

strength-based approach into the Yellow Cottage

environment. This had a natural alignment to the early

childhood education principles and practices. 

 

The strength-based approach identifies and responds to the

unique character and interest of each child and family. 

 Strength-based language provides common ways for

educators and parents to communicate with children at home

and school and assist with transitions.

 

The strength-based approach informs educators how they can

use each child’s character as a clue to what each child finds

interesting and meaningful. Character can be explored and

developed through play and strengths can form the subject of

creative visual displays. The bottom line is that strengths

make usauthentic and, thus, when we take this approach with

young children we are naturally going to create authentic,

holistic and responsive learning environments. 

 

This is such an exciting development for us as a preschool and

to be recognised in a National Training module is an incredible

honour. This is what Professor Lea Waters had to say about

our involvement.

 

It gives me great pleasure to provide a ‘positive shout-out’ to

Mrs Kirsty Hails (Early Years Learning Educator and Expert)

and Ms Claire Fortune (Applied Positive Psychology Expert)

who contributed both their knowledge and know-how to the

development of the Strength Stars Framework.  My deepest

gratitude goes to the both of these wonderful women!

Strength Stars Framework - 
A Visible Wellbeing initiative for Early Childhood Services



STUDENT DROP OFF ZONES  
 

The zone operates as follows -

 

Drive in from the Aberdeen St (western) end

Stop parallel to the kerb

Kiss your child/ren goodbye 

Your child/ren alight from the kerb side of

your vehicle onto the footpath – you may

assist your child/ren to exit the vehicle but

you must remain in the immediate vicinity

(within 3 mtrs) of your vehicle.

You have 2 min before you must move off

You drive off

 

Please be aware there is a no stopping zone

either side of the kiss and drop zone.

 

Please make sure your child/ren have their

backpacks with them and are ready to leave

your vehicle.  If you need to get your child/ren’s

gear out of the car please make sure you park

out of the Kiss and Drop Zone.

 

This zone will only operate during the morning

and needs to remain clear from 8am to 9.30am.

For the School’s Secondary students the drop off /

pickup area is located in front of the Secondary Staff

Cottage (brick house adjacent to the Administration

Office in Hill Street).  This area has been allocated

by the Shire for the safe arrival / departure of our

students. 

 

This zone is a “No Parking” area between the times

specified on the signs. 

 

This means you can drive in, parallel to the kerb, for

the time it takes for your child to get in/out of the

car (max. 2 min) but you cannot park in this zone

waiting for your child/ren to arrive.  Your child

should be already waiting in this area for you to

collect them. If they are not waiting for you, please

park elsewhere or go around the block. 

 

Please be aware there is a no stopping zone either

side of the kiss and drop zone.  The Police will book

you as has occurred on previous occasions.  If you

arrive early please park further up the street and

meet your child/ren there.  

 

Please use the pickup/drop off zones for its

designated purpose and please do not use the bus

zones or driveway for pickup and drop off.

Primary Kiss & Drop Zone Secondary Pick up & Drop Off Location



BOOK WEEK 
 

We encourage everyone to dress

up in the book week theme,

‘Reading is my secret power’.

 

9am, Wednesday 21st August,

Maze in playground

Grammar Grind open from

8.30am and during Recess and

the Book Fair will be available on

the Trade Training Deck.

Book Costume Parade

As part of our celebration of Book Week, the

Library will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair

where students are given the opportunity to

purchase books and other items.  

 

Not only is a Scholastic Book Fair a great

way to support and encourage your child’s

reading, it has the added bonus of helping

the Library to acquire much-needed

resources.  So please come and visit us

during Book Week.  We will have a range of

different titles for you to purchase on

display in the Library every day, apart from

the 21st August, when it will be set up on

the Trade Training Deck.

30th August 2019 is the last day for students to enter

books online for the NSW Premier’s Reading

Challenge. 

 

If you require a user name and password, please

contact me via email or the telephone, or visit me in

the Library.  If you are having problems entering your

books, please let me know before this date so I can

assist you. I am entering the books for Kindergarten

and Year 1 students.

 

Louise Broomfield 

Teacher Librarian

lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au

 

Scholastic Book Week 29

2019 Premier's Reading Challenge



THE LITTLE MERMAID
Produced by MATS - Muswellbrook Arts & Theatrical Society Inc

Our students above starred in The Little

Mermaid with performances over the past three

weeks and rehearsed for months in the lead

up.  Their performances were outstanding and

we're extremely proud of them, not only of

their talent, but for their perseverance, team

work, leadership and the multiple character

strengths they drew on.  

 

Thanks to Rachel Wilcher, Director for sending

this photo through.  We asked them for to

comment on their experience in the musical.

 

L-R   Emily W, Kirsten M, Brianna W, Andrew C & Holly Mc

These talented Scone Grammar School students

deserve a well earned rest this weekend.  So too,

do some of our teaching staff from the Upper

Hunter Conservatorium: Jennifer Kershaw,

Katrina Constable, Joshua Vadas, Gillian Miles,

Katrina Grabham and Mr Jason Buckley.  We

can't imagine it, but he said he really had to work

hard in practice on the trumpet which is a

secondary instrument for him.

 

"It was an amazing experience being in the

show. I had an amazing time and I met so many

new friends and got to work with so many new

people, from the backstage crew, the costume

ladies, the tech guys up the back of the

hall doing the lights and sound, the band playing

all of their wonderful music and all of the cast

members. 

 

I learnt that learning lines took a lot longer

than I though, and how to sing together as a

group, but all was a blast to do. I loved stepping

out of my comfort zone to play the role of

flounder in my first role with MATS."

                         Emily W

It has been an amazing journey working with the

MATS team, the sound and lighting crew, the

back stage crew, the costume team, the band

and the volunteers, they are all so brilliant to

work with.  The little mermaid production takes

commitment learning all the routines but it is

worth it in the end.

                      Brianna W

It was a great experience being in the show and

sharing my passion for performance with

everybody. It was amazing to work with such a

talented cast and an amazing crew. Throughout

the six months, so many friendships were made.

I had such a great time learning new skills for

performance, being challenged and sharing my

love for musical theatre with others.

                                Holly Mc

 

The musical for me was so much fun as it was

my first ever time performing outside of school.

The people are so incredibly kind and are always

willing to help. It was so amazing working with

such talented people, I was very shy when I was

first there but they really helped me come out of

my shell and build confidence in myself. I will

definitely audition for the next show. 

                                                       Kirsten M



SPORT
HRIS Basketball Gala Day

The U15 Basketball team and their coach Earl Burnett

competing at the HRIS Gala Day on Wednesday this

week. The boys had a great day winning 3 of their 4

pool games.

Girls Rugby Union

If you wish to enter the Merriwa Horse sports

event please have the entries into the school

office by Monday 19 August.

 

Anne Davies

Equestrian Co-ordinator

Equestrian News

Our U14 and U16 girls teams travelled to Hunter

Valley Grammar School last Thursday to compete in

the 7’s Rugby Invitational.  

 

Our U14’s team won their competition, despite being

down to 7 players due to injuries.  The team consisted

of Eliza B, Sarah C, Bridie C (MVP), Georgie Mc, Emme

M, Caryss P, Grace S, Ally T, Amory M and Isla B. 

Congratulations on making the final girls. It was a

great effort finishing 2nd overall.

 

Our U16’s team also showed some great skill and

determination making it into the semi’s. The team

included Aurora M, Lucy W, Laura S (MVP), Sophia B,

Bridget B, Josie G, Ahekah B, Baylee E, Rhiarne E,

Emily E, emma G and Larnie G  The girls combined

well showing some great speed and passing skills

finishing 4th overall.

 

A big thanks you to Miss Ulberg for her great coaching

skills and the girls from Scone High and St Joseph’s for

the support.   To the Scone Grammar Girls well done

on a great tournament, playing the games with great

sportsmanship.  Looking forward to Armidale.

 

Mrs Edwards



SPORT
HRIS Primary Athletics

We had close to 70 students from our Primary

School competing at the Hunter Region Independent

Schools (HRIS) Primary Athletics today.  Scone

Grammar School placed second overall.

 

There was something going on beyond athletic

talent.  It was the smiles, team spirit, obvious

support & looking out for each other across age

groups, the way our community draws together,

photographing for parents who couldn’t be there,

sharing photos with the school and pure enthusiasm.  

Well done to all involved.

INDIVIDUAL AGE CHAMPS

Isabella H, Candy B, Lachlan H, Jagger L

 

COMBINED AGE CHAMPS

9 YEAR OLD GIRLS - Georgia M, Arabella P,

Elsie K,  Emma C, Zoe F, Mackenzie H

 

12 YEAR OLD BOYS - Lachlan H, Jagger L 

Harry W, Hugo F

 

12 YEAR OLD GIRLS - Candy B, Bridie O, 

Dempsey M, Caitlin A



ART SHOW
Save the date for our annual Art Show - Friday 25 October

in the theme, Zoom Out. There are some great artworks

already underway.



 

Thank you to some of the P&F Team for their support in researching and planning this project and to Mr

Paul Smart and Mrs Michelle Edwards for their support in helping to move this project forward. The funds

raised for this project were made throughout the SGS Fete of 2018 and 2019 and Handmade Homegrown

markets of 2018.   I would therefore like to thank once again Yvonne Clerke and Erryn Day for their

selfless efforts, organisation, time, and generosity in coordinating these events in our school community.

Special thanks also to our P&F members for their tireless work and to you, our parents and friends for

supporting these events. We look forward to the construction of this play equipment later in the school

year.

 

Canteen

Nachos Tuesday has proved to be a huge hit – ole!  Thank you to our canteen coordinators, Mrs Jenny

Cracket and Mrs Fiona Bailey for their continued dedication and hard work. Thank you to our parent

volunteers!  The canteen cannot operate without you.  Helpers are always needed and greatly

appreciated.  If you are able to help, please call the school or drop us a line at canteen@sgs.nsw.edu.au

 

Position Vacant:  Homegrown, handmade markets co-ordinator

We are calling out for a new Markets Coordinator.  Mrs Erryn Day has done a wonderful job but is ready

to step aside.  Erryn is very happy to support and guide anyone willing to have a go at this role. If we are

not able to have this position filled, we will sadly be unable to go ahead with the Homegrown, Handmade

Markets.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or are interested in helping out. 

 

Finally, there are many families facing difficult challenges at this time.  Thank you to Mrs Tania

Lambley and her team of staff and students who keep our Food for Friends fridge fully stocked with

nutritious and delicious meals.  If you know of a family that we can support, please let us know. 

 

Yours faithfully,

Di Gillett,  P&F President

parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au

 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS,

 

Playground Equipment

The SGS P&F are very excited to announce the approval and funding of an

exciting addition of playground equipment for all students in Kindergarten

to Year 12 to utilise. We are thrilled to be further e nhancing the

playground for ALL of our children through the construction of an agility

trail.   This is a huge achievement for our P&F as our bank funds were

cleared out merely 18 months after the primary playground space of 2017.

 



MENU

Ham & cheese croissant

Bacon & egg roll

Banana bread - regular or gluten free

 

FOOD $2

 

each

DRINKS $3Small $4Large

Coffee
Capuccino | Cafe Latte | Flat white |Piccolo latte |

Macchiato | Espresso | Ristretto | Long black

Mocha | Hot chocolate | Chai Latte

 

 

 
 

Tea
English Breakfast | China Jasmin |

Lemon grass & ginger | Peppermint

 
Milkshakes
Caramel | Strawberry | Chocolate | Vanilla

 

 

 
 

Grammar Grind Cafe is our café run by the Year 11 & 12 students who study Hospitality through

Vocational Education Training (VET).  They are supported by the Year 9 & 10 Food Technology

Students.  The Grammar Grind Café is run as a commercial café to provide a café style experience

with real customers.  The initiative is also in place to give back to the school community, raising funds

for programmes such as our Vanuatu Mission Trip, our fete during the Scone Horse Festival, the

Cancer Council and our Food for Friends programme.

CANTEEN

OPEN  Mondays 8-9.15 am

$5 Nachos Tuesday

 
WEEK 4

Friday 16/8 Fee Bailey, Vanda Mikuckiene , Mandy Kennedy

 

WEEK 5

Monday 19/8  Jen Crackett

Tuesday 20/8 Fiona Bailey

Wednesday 21/8 Fiona Bailey, TBC

Thursday 22/8 Jen Crackett, TBC

Friday 23/8 Jen Crackett, Tania Dart, TBC

 

WEEK 6

Monday 26/8  Jen Crackett

Tuesday 27/8 Jen Crackett

Wednesday 28/8 Jen Crackett, TBC

Thursday 29/8 Fiona Bailey, Charlotte P-O

Friday 30/8 Fiona Bailey, TBC

 

WEEK 7

Monday 26/8  Jen Crackett

Tuesday 27/8 Fiona Bailey

Wednesday 28/8 Fiona Bailey

Thursday 29/8 Jen Crackett, Helen Smith, Tracey Stewart

Friday 30/8 Jen Crackett, Kelly Greenwood, TBC

 

 

ROSTER



COMMUNITY NOTICES



FOR THE DIARY

WEEK 5 (A)

20 August - HRIS Soccer Gala Day

20 August - HRIS Primary Netball Gala Day

21 August - Book character costume parade

21 August - Year 12 Parent Info Night

19-23 August  -Scholastic book fair 

22-23 August - Voiceworx - IPSHA Performing Arts

 

WEEK 6 (B)

28 August - NSW Super Challenge (Science Comp)

28 August - North West Secondary Schools Rugby

28 August - School Council Meeting

25-30 August - Year 11 Ski camp

28-30 August - Year 3 & 4 school camps

29-30 August - St Lawrence's Horse Sports Day

29 August - Burn Bright Leadership Day

30 August - SGS Netball Rugby 

 

WEEK 7 (A)

3 September - HSC 2019 Showcase Evening

5 September - Kindergarten 2020 Orientation

 

WEEK 8 (B)

10 September – P&F Meeting

11 September -  Year 9 & 10 Drama Night

12-13 September - Year 2 Sydney excursion

13 September - Merriwa Interschool Horse Sports

 

WEEK 9 (A)

16 September - HRIS 15's Basketball

16 September - NSWCIS Primary Boys Cricket

19-20 September -  Kindergarten Sleepover

 

WEEK 10 (B)

24 September – P&F School Colour Run

24 September - CIS Secondary Athletics

25 September -  School Council Meeting

26 September - Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

27 September - Year 12 Final Chapel

27 September – Last day of term 3

August September


