
SCONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
12 September 2019

Dear Parents,  

 

We are rapidly coming towards the end of Term 3. There are a lot of very

exciting events going on in this time.  

 

Last Friday the Primary Busking was very positive in the difficult, windy

conditions.  The joy on the faces of those performing and the depth of talent

stood out as I moved around the space. 

 

WELLBEING

 

6pm, Thursday 12 September - Aberdeen

7pm, Monday 16 September - Singleton

6pm, Tuesday 17 September - Muswellbrook 

6pm, Wednesday 18 September - Scone 

6pm, Thursday 19 September - Murrurundi

WELLBEING HEIGHTENS LEARNING

Community Talks 

Art works are currently being produced for the

2019 Art Show, an event that celebrates creativity

and performance.  Art works need to be

completed and entered prior to the end of the

term so they can be hung ready for the show. 

 

Year 12 are in their final weeks of formal

schooling and will have the Valedictory Dinner,

Muck-up Day and Final Chapel at the end of term.

Along with the excitement of finishing school, they

are also continuing to prepare for the HSC

Examinations. Please pray for them.

 

We have Cricket, Rowing, Drama, Camps for Year

2 and Kinder and representative sport all in the

next two weeks. While all of this is happening, we

have learners persevering across all areas of the

school!  

 

The roadshows have been very positive as we

move around the district sharing the wonderful

things that are going on at SGS, especially

about the way wellbeing impacts learning, and

about our fee realignment.   Parents have

shared a delightful picture in each centre about

the impact for their children of being part of our

school community.  

 

I hear many stories every day of the challenges

being faced by so many in our community due

to the drought. Please join with me in praying

for those in need and for rain.

 

Paul Smart

Principal

 

 



2019 Colour Fun Run

The SGS P&F is proud to be organising a whole school Colour Fun run to be held on Tuesday 24

September! This day is about embodying school spirit, fun, laughter, competition, silliness and a day off

from the class room for well-being! While there is a small fee to participate ($10) there is not a

fundraising aspect as in years past.

 

TIME & DATE: Tuesday 24 September at approximately 12:15pm, students will be walked over to the

Bill Rose Sports Complex for a whole school sausage sizzle followed by the “Run”. Students will be

returning to school for normal after school travel; however students may leave the complex with their

parents once they have signed out with a teacher.

COST: Bring $10 per student on the day. At point of payment, children will receive their white t-shirts

and wrist bands. More details to follow.

INCLUDES: White t-shirt for every child running, wristband, AND a sausage lunch + drink.  

DETAILS: On the day, students will complete an obstacle course as they run the perimeter of the Bill

Rose Complex. At various points, students will be ‘puffed’ with coloured maize starch powder. Even

though the colour is washable, some marks can faintly remain, so we would suggest old joggers and

shorts.

 

Students can wear their Colour Run clothing to school on the day and may leave school in their coloured

clothes if being picked up. Those students who will be catching a bus home, will need to bring a change

of clothing to get changed into before leaving school in the afternoon.

 

OTHER DETAILS:

• All SGS Students will run in their house groups

• Yellow Cottage children are invited to join and help with one of the stations!

• Family members are welcome to participate on the day - it will cost $10 and will include lunch.

• If you would like to enjoy lunch only, a gold coin donation is greatly appreciated.

 

A separate email will follow asking for any parent volunteers on the day to assist with set-up, the BBQ

lunch, the various stations, colour distribution, and clean up.  This day is shaping up to be a lot of fun

and we hope to see many colourful smiles!

 

P&F COMMITTEE

Anna Brayshaw - Anna.brayshaw1@bigond.com

Amanda Darling - adarling@sgs.nsw.edu.au

Charlotte Parry-Okeden - ckenworthy@gmail.com

 



FROM THE BURROW - PRIMARY NEWS WITH MR SAUNDERS

It’s hard to go past the following qualities:

 

Be an example - We are the book from where

they learn the best and the worst of habits. The

way we speak, the way we treat others, the way

we react to situations, are incredibly powerful.

Be positive - reaffirm to children that every day is

a new chance to grow and become the best they

can.

I was heartened by a story I saw on the news

earlier this week where school students were

challenged to take on a project called ‘Ask Gran

not Google’. This project encourages children to

seek the wisdom and life experience of a senior

before searching the internet for answers.  By

doing so, children gain insight into the valuable

role seniors can play in their lives and society. 

 

It got me thinking of many school holidays I

spent with my grandparents and hanging on to

every word they said. Life lessons and pearls of

wisdom that have stood the test of time and

have been passed on through the generations.

Hard work - Working hard teaches children to

be self-reliant and gives them a sense of

accomplishment. From hard work they

learn discipline, sacrifice and genuinely believe

in themselves.

Dream big - Much of a child’s confidence

comes from family believing in them before

they do.Family First - Reading books, making

and eating dinner together, playing games,

creating memories, all of these things require

our valuable time.Gratitude - Gratitude was

not a word in my family it was a way of living

and for that I am eternally grateful.  If we

want our children to be grateful we need to be

thankful ourselves.Manners – They never go

out of fashion.

Integrity - Children need to believe in us, they

need to believe that they can count on us.

Courage - We need to have the courage of not

only dreaming but to come out of our comfort

zone to become the best version of what we

can be. Courage reminds us to stand up when

we are afraid. 

Love yourself - In order to love others,

children need to love themselves first. Our

confidence will give confidence to our

children.

“Your secrets are safe with me, I

wasn’t even listening!” – Anonymous

 

WORD OF THE WEEK - Unwavering:

e.g: Those who set attainable goals, and

buckle down and learn to focus, can be

models of unwavering dedication.

Meaning:  No hesitation whatsoever

Etymology:  1275-1325; Middle English

How we can use it this week:   Stick to your

guns with what is right.

BIRTHDAYS

 

Congratulations to Jack Gill (K Blue), Lucy G (1

Gold), Samuel G (6 Blue), Jack Gray (K Gold),

Eleanor C (K Blue), Isla A(4 Blue), Sammi P (3

Blue), Will G (3 Blue), Zac G (3 Blue), Hugo F (6

Blue), Ella B (5 Blue) and Evie M (1 Gold) who

are celebrating birthdays this week.  

 

I wish these students all the best as they enjoy

their special day and share the time with family

and friends.



SCHOOL CAMPS
Year 11 Ski Camp

We have posted a lot of photos on Facebook, so for the newsletter we gathered comments

from Year 11 students about their experience on ski camp this year.

 



It has been a pleasure in the last week to attend

some of the community roadshow events. The

nicest part for me has been listening to the

parents reflecting on why they like our school

and why their children enjoy their time here.

Two parents made particular comments about

how many things their children are exposed to:

golf, drama, debating, public speaking, chess,

more sports than I can remember and cultural

trips to the Opera House and other performance

venues in Sydney. I often speak to people who

think this isn’t possible because our numbers are

small. Small numbers often have the advantage

that transport can be easier or fitting in to a

venue can be easier. I would like to publicly

congratulate the staff who go out of their way to

organise such wonderful events.

HEAD OF SECONDARY
 

On Wednesday this week we took all of Year

9&10 to Newcastle University to see Eddie Woo

and Adam Spencer, two of the greatest maths

educators in Australia. Both gentlemen were very

entertaining and enthusiastic about maths. Some

of the students enjoyed Eddie Woo’s

conversation about the interconnected nature of

the universe and that if you straightened all the

DNA in a human body it would go to the sun and

back 250 times. Other students loved the pure

numbers in Adam Spencer’s talk and there was

some debate on the way home as to whether 1

is a prime number or not.

 

Also, on Wednesday, some of our students

competed in the HRIS Middle School Debating

gala day. We won four out of the five debates

and Alexis Walsh was named best speaker in her

debate.
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

 

'Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you'll land

among the stars.' N.V Peale

Have a great week

Mrs Deanna Hollis

Head of Secondary 

 



Year 12 Business Studies - WesTrac Caterpillar visit

On Friday 30 August, Year 12 Business

Studies traveled to Tomago to visit the

WesTrac Caterpillar facility. This gave the

students the opportunity for students to

apply business theory to real business

situations. The students were given

presentations from a number of

department managers. 

 

Marketing focused on the importance of

creating a story for the brand and how this

developed loyal customers. Year 12 were

also given an overview of the importance

of quality in the production system, and

the role that new technology has in this

area. 

 

An area of interest was their focus on employee welfare.

WesTrac is explicitly using wellbeing as the foundation of

their Human Resources function. Many of the strategies

seem to reflect the goals being pursued at Scone

Grammar. Employees are asked to adopt a growth

mindset towards their work and offer 3 positive

comments for every negative comment. This, along with

increased worker empowerment and genuine recognition

for good work, has led to a happier and much safer

workplace.

 

The students were then taken through the facility to see

how these strategies were being implemented.   

The information they gained on the day will allow Year 12

to use real business case studies in their examination

responses. We would like to thank the staff at WesTrac

Tomago for offering our students the opportunity to tour

their facility.  



FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENTS

In Prayer this week 

 

Reflect on: Colossians 3:23

Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of

relationships; parents, teachers and supporters

who truly care for us. 

Pray for: God's continued blessing, wisdom and

energy; Year 11 as they prepare for their

Preliminary exams; for families and students who

are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son

or daughter’s teacher/s!

This week I have had many conversations with

students about regulating emotions; the

character strength of self- regulation.  It is

important for us to encourage students to give

themselves permission to be human and

experience the full range of their emotions and

not suppress them. 

 

It is a natural part of life to at times feel scared,

sad or angry; it’s how students manage them

that is the key.  Learning how to use their

signature and top supporting strengths to

practice positive coping strategies and positive

self-talk to contest negative emotions are

valuable resilience skills which need to be

nurtured.

To build students’ social-emotional resilience to

reduce the likelihood of this happening, they need

to be involved in identifying and discussing their

emotions. It is important to allow God to assist us in

dealing with our emotions. It is worth remembering

that God created us with emotions and stands ready

to provide those who are connected with Jesus, the

wisdom to control them when we seek His help.

Most of us can think back to times when our

emotions hijacked the way we thought, spoke

and acted and we regretted that we didn’t

contest them. Because students’ good decision-

making centre, the pre-frontalcortex, is not fully

wired, emotional hijacking can occur when they

feel under pressure from stressors.

Rev’d Nate, natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au

SCHOOL COUNSELLOR P-12
Wellbeing Challenge

I Can Help You to… I Would Like Help…

 

This activity is great to learn more about your

family’s strengths. Begin by sharing something

you can teach others to do. This can be

anything from Fortnite skills or surfing skills,

maybe something really unexpected will be

shared! After you have a list of what each

family member can teach us, allow for everyone

to share a bit of his or her special skill! It  takes

about 5 minutes but goes a long way in building

self-esteem. 

On the flip side, you can also share something you

would like help with. It could be related to a topic

or not related at all. But it gives everyone the

opportunity to be vulnerable with others and also

step up to help others with something that they’re

good at.

Kat Moore, kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au, Ext: 1220



TALES FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE

The Yellow Cottage staff have just been part of a

community of Early Childhood educators to receive

training in the Strength Stars Framework. The

Yellow Cottage team is passionate about the

wellbeing of their Preschool students. This has been

the driving force behind the research and strength-

based approach initiated at The Yellow Cottage.

 

Our Educational Leader, Georgi Ryan has been an

inspiring and positive leader for our staff, in terms

of incorporating this approach into our Early

Childhood frameworks and programs.  She has

worked tirelessly to educate our staff and families

about the importance of this program.

 

 

So let’s take a look at the strengths on display at

TYC over the last couple of weeks.  The Orange

Room have had lots of fun investigating the

Strengths of Self Regulation and Humour. They

have completed a marshmallow Self Regulation

challenge, shared lots of stories about Self

Regulation and humour. The children have had

important discussions in regards to how they can

use this strength, or how they may need to dial this

strength down in some situations. They have shared

many laughs and flourishing moments in the

exploration of these strengths. 

 

The Green Room have had some very exciting times

investigating Appreciation of Beauty and Curiosity.

The children in this room have been particularly

curious about birds and eggs. The Macaw has been

a bird that has really inspired appreciation and

curiosity after Lizzie shared her holiday photos

holding one of these incredible birds. On Friday

Isabella Ham’s Dad actually brought in a Macaw for

an incredible hands on experience for our children.

Their strengths were on speed dial. What an

incredible way to explore your strengths.



Music Theatre Workshop 
Stephen Mahy,   7-8 November 2019

1 1/2 days of musical threatre workshop for

Years 5-12 run by Stephen May.  This is an

amazing experience.   Please contact Mrs

Saunders with expressions of interest. Limited

spots available.

Stephen graduated from Waapa ( Western

Australian Academy of Performing Arts ) in 2006

and was already cast by Louise Withers and

associates in Cameron Mackintosh’s “Miss Saigon”

Australian tour in 2007-2008.   Check out the

experience he has had...

 

2008 - 'Follies' by The Production CO, 'Karoake

the Musical by Guy Nobles & 'Little Women,

Kookaburra Theatre Co.

2009-2011 - Bob Gaudio in  'Jersey Boys'. 

2012 - Top 12 of channel 10’s 'I will survive'

2013 - Spank in '50 Shades of Grey' & Kenickie

in 'Grease' by the Gordon Frost Organisation. 

2017-2018 - Brad Majors in 'The Rocky horror

show', Sky in 'Mamma Mia!'

 2019 Fosco and Frank Jnr in 'Saturday Night

Fever'. Stephen is delighted to be back at

Chapel off Chapel in his new home town,

Melbourne.

MUSIC

SPORT
AICES Athletics

Proud coach moment yesterday

for our Sports Coordinator, Jess

Day at the ACIES (Association of

Independent Co-Educational

Schools) Secondary

Athletics.Our SGS Junior Relay

Team won their 100m event.

Great �� team effort to Laura

Smith, Jordan E, Ally T and

Caryss P.  More batten

changeover practice coming up

as they prepare for the CIS

Athletics Tuesday 24

September.

Laura Sadler also put in a fantastic

effort, coming 2nd in her 400m. CIS

(Combined Independent Schools) next

for Laura as well.



DEBATING Round 2 saw a Year 5 group, Campbell S, Hamish

D, Hugo S and Callum D do a wonderful job with

the affirmative argument for the topic, ‘Young

Australians should form their own political

party’ against Calrossy. They spoke very

confidently and won this Debate. Hamish D won the

award for ‘Best Speaker’.

 

Round 3 for the Primary Team was against Newcastle

Grammar on the topic, ‘Prize money should be equal

for women and men in professional sport.’  Lilla

Stanford, Clare Wilkinson, Hugo Firth and Charlie

Mitchell had the affirmative and lost by a very narrow

margin with Lilla taking out the ‘Best Debater’ Award.  

 

The Stage 4 Team also won their debate on the topic,

‘That school exams should be banned.’ This team

consisted of Lottie Firth, Thomas Burnett, Sofia

Edlington and Dan Crowther and they had the

affirmative argument. Perhaps they’ll have something

to say to their teachers at exam time!!  

 

I would like to thank Ms Louise Broomfield and Mrs

Felicity Saunders for helping to prepare for these

debates and Das Crowther for driving the bus.  Once

again, it was a pleasure to take these talented young

students away for the day. I am incredibly proud

of each and every one of them for working so hard to

develop their debating skills. Deb Moore

Twenty students left school bright and early

on Wednesday morning to travel to Bishop

Tyrell Anglican College (BTAC), Fletcher to

take part in the HRIS Middle School Debating

Gala Day. SGS sent five teams, three from

Primary and two from Years seven and Eight

to take part in this yearly event.

 

The Junior Team in Round 1, had the negative

argument for the topic, ‘We don’t care enough

about global warming’ against Macquarie

College, Newcastle. Congratulations to Charlie

M, Hunter W, Georgina K and Tommy H for

developing strong arguments and rebuttals.  

 Georgina K was awarded the ‘Best Debater’

Award. 

 

Round 1 for Stage 4 was, ‘Video games should

be used for educational purposes.’ SGS had

the Negative against St Phillip’s Port

Stephens.  Peter M, Lexi W, Hannah G and

Matthew E won this debate putting forth very

strong arguments and rebuttals. Lexi W was

awarded the ‘Best Debater’ Award in this

round.

HRIS Middle School Debating



FOR THE DIARY - Term 3 SEPTEMBER 2019

WEEK 8 (B) 9-13 September
 

Thursday (12th)

 

 

 

Friday (13th)

 

 

WEEK 9 (A) 16-20 September
 

Monday (16th) 

 

 

 

Tuesday (17th)

 

 

Wednesday (18th) 

 

Thursday (19th)

 

 

Friday (20th)

 

Saturday (21st)

 

Sunday (22nd)

CIS Primary Athletics

Aberdeen Community Talk

Year 2 Camp starts

 

Year 2 Camp ends

Merriwa Interschool Horse Sports

 

 

 

Singleton Community Talk

HRIS 15's Basketball

NSWCIS Primary Boys Cricket (starts)

 

NSWCIS Primary Boys Cricket (ends)

Muswellbrook Community Talk

 

Scone Community Talk

 

Murrurundi Community Talk

Kindergarten Sleepover starts

 

Kindergarten Sleepover ends

 

Rowing - Newcastle University Regatta

 

Rowing - Henley on Hunter Regatta

WEEK 10 (B) 23-27 September
 

Tuesday (24th)

 

 

Wednesday (25th)

 

Thursday (26th) 

 

 

Friday (27th)

P&F School Colour Run

CIS Secondary Athletics

 

School Council Meeting

 

Power FM SGS Brekky

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

 

Year 12 Final Chapel

Last day of term 3

WEEK 8

Friday 13/9 Fiona Bailey, Erin Day, Sinead Scott

 

WEEK 9

Mon 16/9 Jen Crackett 

Tues 17/9 Fiona Bailey

Wed 18/9 Fiona Bailey

Thurs 19/9 Jen Crackett, Charlotte Parry-Okeden

Fri 20/9 Jen Crackett, Jo Fernandes

 

WEEK 10

Mon 23/9 Jen Crackett

Tues 24/9 Jen Crackett

Wed 25/9 Jen Crackett

Thurs 26/9 Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford

Fri 27/9 Fiona Bailey, Mandy Kennedy

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER

http://sgs.nsw.edu.au/event/denman-community-talk/


FOR THE DIARY - Term 4

WEEK 1 (A) 14-18 October
 
Sunday (13th)

 

Monday (14th) 

 

Tuesday (15th)

 

Wednesday (16th)

 

Thursday (17th)

 

Friday (18th) 

Year 6 Canberra camp starts

 

Term 4 commences
 
HRIS 15's Tennis

 

 

 

 

 

HRIS Golf & Primary Tennis

 

WEEK 2 (B) 21-25 October
 

Monday (21st) 

 

Tuesday (22nd)

 

Wed (23th)

 

 

Thurs (24th)

 

 

Friday (25th)

 

 

 

Saturday (26th)

 

Sunday (27th)

WEEK 3 (A) 28 October - 1 November
 

Monday 28 October 

 

 

Tuesday 29 October 

 

Wed 30 October

 

Thurs 31 October

 

Friday 1 November

WEEK 4 (B) 4-8 November
 

Monday 4 November

 

Tuesday 5 November

 

Wed 6 November

 

Thurs 7 November

 

 

Friday 8 November

 

 

Saturday 9 November

 

 

WEEK 5 (A) 11-15 November
 

Monday 11 November

 

Tuesday 12 November

 

 

Wed 13 November

 

Thurs 14 November

 

Friday 15 November

CIS 15's Cricket

 

Hunter Schools Cup Secondary

Cricket

 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh (starts)

School Council Meeting

 

Year 7 Orientation Day

HRIS Softball & Primary Basketball

 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh  (ends)

HRIS Primary Chess

Zoom Out Art Show

 

Rowing - Newcastle University

Regatta

 

Rowing - Henley on Hunter Regatta

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HRIS Primary Touch Football 

 

Stephen Mahey Musical Theatre

Workshop (Starts)

 

HRIS Open Touch Football

Musical Theatre Workshop (Ends)

 

HVGS Rowing Regatta

 
 
 

Kindy 2020 Morning Visits

 

Kindy 2020 Morning Visits

P&F Meeting

 

Kindy 2020 Afternoon Visits

 

Kindy 2020 Afternoon Visits

 

 

 

WEEK 6 (B) 18-22 November
 

Monday 18 November

 

Tuesday 19 November

 

Wed 20 November

 

Thurs 21 November

 

Friday 22 November

 
 
 
Yr 10 - Teen Mental Health First Aid

 

Yr 10 - Teen Mental Health First Aid

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HRIS 15s Touch Football

IPSHA Debating

 

 

 

Year 9 & 10 Drama - The Fangirls

 

Secondary GRIP Leadership

 

Stockman's Challenge

 



FOR THE DIARY - Term 4

WEEK 7 (A) - 25-29
November
 
Monday (25th)

 

Tuesday (26th)

 

Wednesday (27th)

 

Thursday (28th)

 

Friday (29th) 

WEEK 8 (B)  2-6 December
 

Monday (2nd)

 

Tuesday (3rd)

 

Wednesday (4th)

 

Thursday (5th)

 

Friday (6th)

 

Saturday (7th)

WEEK 9 (A)  9-11 December
 

Monday (9th)

 

Tuesday (10th)

 

Wednesday (11th)

 
 
 
 

 

School Council Meeting

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Final Chapel

 

Reindeer Rowing Regatta

 
 
 

Carols & Sausage Sizzle

 

Kinder - Year 2 Speech Day

 

Year 3 - 12 Speech Day

 



COMMUNITY NOTICES



COMMUNITY NOTICES

This is a great opportunity to see a great

selection of short films, right here in Scone!

lease note that children Under 18 must be

accompanied by a parent or adult guardian.

Scone Short Film Festival
Stuart Scott, Dad to Ollie, Patrick & William at  SGS

will be performing with Byg Swig band at the Linga

Longa Inn, Gundy this Saturday.  Book a table for

lunch to avoid missing out.

Byg Swig Band 

The Olive Tree Market will Pop-up at Maitland

Regional Art Gallery on September 21st with

a curated Spring Seasonal Market in the

beautiful grounds of the celebrated regional

gallery. 

 

The Olive Tree Market is a gathering of

designers, makers and gourmet artisan

foodies, who come together to showcase high

quality artisanal goods in a vibrant

community based setting. 

 

Olive Tree Spring Market



COMMUNITY NOTICES



COMMUNITY NOTICES


