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Dear Parents,

The Zoom Out Art Show promises to be another

special evening. There is a depth and breadth of

Art to enjoy, with the wider community getting

involved to support the creative talents of our

students. Come along and enjoy the afternoon and

evening.

 

Paul Smart

Principal

Year 11-12

Year 11 experienced a blessing service in the

Cathedral in Newcastle this week to help settle

them into their final 12 months of School. This

blessing service was participated in by all 4

Newcastle Anglican Schools Corporation Schools.

The message from Bishop Peter was about

encouragement to achieve your best, seek and be

open to advice and remember your mark doesn’t

define you!

 

This is a good message for our Year 12 students

who are about halfway through their HSC

examinations. Please continue to pray for them to

be calm and do their best.

On Monday night we had a Grammar Minds

Information night for parents. The Grammar

Minds Team developed an informative and engaging

presentation to help parents understand the

dispositions and the value of these for developing

learners. A huge thank you to the Grammar Minds

Team for their leadership in this area. If you would

like to know more about Grammar Minds, please

make contact with Student Services and they will

connect you to a member of the Team.
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SGS 30th Anniversary

Our 30th Anniversary Founders Day celebration was

delightful. It was such a joy to share in Chapel as a

whole school, reflecting and remembering so many

people who have made a mark on SGS in a way that

honours our foundations! 

 

We announced Hayley Cook and Ryan Clerke as our

2020 School Captains, with Alex Buckley and Chloe

Bower taking on the roles of Chapel Prefects. Well

done and we look forward to your leadership.

 

We then moved to an energy-filled day that enabled

fun and creativity to flow. A huge thank you to

everyone involved in the day, especially all those

who ran sessions. The buzz of excitement and the

joy on student faces told the story!

The  Scone Grammar School
CREATIVE ARTS SHOW

Mrs Michelle Singleton is leaving our Student

Services office and her last day will be this Friday.

We wish Mrs Singleton all the best and thank her

very much for her eight years of service with Scone

Grammar School.  Mrs Emma Burnett will be

helping out in Student Services.

If you would like to know more about Grammar

Minds, please make contact with Student Services

and they will connect you to a member of the Team.



Vividae activities gave our students (and teachers) an

opportunity to experience some vivid and different

activities outside the classroom and many discovered God

given talents, strengths and interests they were

previously unaware of.  Activities ranged from pizza,

scone making and cake decorating to gardening, music,

iPhone photography, pottery, craft, drama, mechanics

and stem science.



FROM THE BURROW - 
PRIMARY NEWS WITH MR SAUNDERS

This week I had a wonderful opportunity to

speak alongside Mrs Hollis to SGS parents with

tips on how to incorporate what we practice in

class regarding Grammar Minds, into the home

environment.

 

I believe the best way forward is to actively live

the language as opposed to simply using the

terminologies. Be a part of it.

 

Model and talk about sticking to things even

when they are difficult and how you feel when

sticking at it. I like to employ the example of

my Sunday sports crossword and daily word

jumble puzzles. I get stuck, but not defeated.

Praise your child when they persevere. This is a

big one. Praise the effort. The rewards are far

greater when success comes on the back of

perseverance. 

 

It’s also important to encourage them to take a

break when they have had enough. Like adults,

children have their breaking point and you know

your child’s breaking point better than anyone.

Talk with them about what helps them to

concentrate and manage distractions. This is

something that could be done in collaboration

with their class teacher.

“You can never be overdressed or

overeducated” – Oscar Wilde

WORD OF THE WEEK Devoted e.g. The hour

between twelve and one is devoted to

the learning of new words.

ETYMOLOGY: First recorded 1585-95

MEANING: zealous or ardent in attachment,

loyalty, or affection

Congratulations to Amelia F (4 Gold), Hunter Goff

(1 Gold), Cooper C (5 Blue), Tayla B (3 Blue), Max

N (6 Gold) and Jack P (4 Gold) who are

celebrating their birthdays this week. I wish them

all the best as they enjoy their special day and

share the time with family and friends.

Encourage questions. One of the best qualities that

a young mind has, is imagination. We want

children to cling on to this for as long as possible.

We want our children to be curious. We want them

to wonder. In order for this to happen, they will ask

what will seem like a million questions. And that’s

ok. Don’t allow your child’s imaginations to

disappear too early. You can be a part of this by

adding in your own questions. For example: ‘Why

do you think…….’.  Ask not what they did at school,

but what they learnt. This is quite powerful. 

 

Work, play and learn alongside your children,

enabling them to pick up good habits through

imitation, and remember, a child who never

perseveres through the challenges, will never

experience the beauty of blue skies on the other

side. 

 

Knowing that what we are doing in the

confinements of SGS is now starting to correlate

with the home environment, is incredibly

encouraging. Ultimately, it’s our students who reap

the benefits.



HEAD OF SECONDARY
 
What a fabulous week we have had since I last

wrote. Friday’s Founders Day celebrations and

Vividae were fantastic. It didn’t matter which

way you looked on Friday, there was a student

smiling, doing an activity they don’t normally do

and enjoying the challenge. I had the privilege of

sharing my hobby and love of photography with

a group of secondary students; watching

them explore the school looking for unusual

photo opportunities was certainly fun. Please

have a look at some of their work at the Art

Show on Friday.

 

On Monday, Hannah Gatwood represented our

school and the Upper Hunter Shire at the

Children’s Parliament event in Sydney. Hannah

spoke passionately about the effect of the

drought on school students and what they

face daily. She should be proud of the way she

represented all of us.

 

Monday night also saw us host a parent

information event about Grammar Minds. If you

were unable to make it, please feel free to talk to

any staff about how they are using it in class.

One of the points we did discuss is the

disposition of imitation and I encourage everyone

to learn beside your children and show them how

to persevere, listen and empathise and they will

learn to do the same.

 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Art

Show on Friday; we have some very talented

students displaying their art work andskills in

Dance, Music and Hospitality.

 

Quote of the week 

 

“Art begins in imitation and ends in innovation.”

– Mason Cooley

 

“By three methods we may learn wisdom: First,

by reflection, which is noblest; second, by

imitation, which is easiest; and third by

experience, which is the bitterest.” – Confucius

 

Have a great week. 

 

Mrs Deanna Hollis 

Head of Secondary

GRAMMAR

MINDS
INTERACTIVE PARENT 

INFORMATION NIGHT

You'll notice there are plenty of references to

Grammar Minds throughout this week's

newsletter. Attached to this newsletter is a hand

out from the Parent Info session we ran earlier

this week.

You may also like to hear what some of our

students said about Grammar Minds Learning

Dispositions.  

Visit our YouTube page to what a couple of short

videos.

ttps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoaoBP5tLPJ

9HLsQWZ8kntw?view_as=subscriber



FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENTS

This week I wanted to share with you some of our

thinking about the development of problem solving

skills in our young people and an approach we are

seeking to take here at Scone Grammar School. 

 

We realise that every student will bump into different

challenges throughout their school journey. Some are

inside the classroom and some sit outside of the

classroom and out of their school life. We continually

ask ourselves how we can, as educators and parents,

best help them? Shall we help them solve every

problem? I think the answer is no. 

 

With guidance and support, we need to help them

learn how to solve problems. The reason why young

people need to obtain problem-solving skills is that

when they are faced with a problem, as their young

lives unfold they will have a higher willingness to put

effort into solving the problem rather than investing

their time in avoiding the problem. 

 

This set of skills fits neatly under the umbrella of the

more cognitive based Grammar Minds learning

dispositions such as reasoning and questioning. The

learning of these skills make a practical difference to

life! 

Problem Solving Skills

Rev'd Nate

natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au

In prayer this week

GRAMMAR

MINDS

The simplest way for us to encourage the

development of these skills, as well as explicitly

teaching our young people how to problem solve,

is to avoid the temptation to step in and ‘fix’; to

resist always providing the answers to life’s

questions but rather to encourage and help them

to find the answers. As always, we value the

opportunity to partner with you in this

responsibility.

Reflect on: Jeremiah 29:11 

Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind

and the ability to problem solve, that God has

given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus,

the resurrection and the life, so we can have a

way to be friends with God; the numerous

opportunities to engage in extra-curricular

activities and experiences; Parents, teachers

and supporters who truly care for us;  

Pray for:  Rain!; Families and students who are

ill or struggling at the moment:  your son or

daughter’s teacher/s!

Numerous studies and life experiences have

shown us that teaching our young people problem-

solving skills can improve their mental fitness and

assist them to achieve socially and academically. As

we look to preparing our young people for the future

workforce, their ability gain meaningful and sustained

careers may depend on this ability.



SCHOOL COUNSELLOR P-12

At SGS, we embody a holistic approach

where a strength-based approach informs

building learning power practice to foster

positive, flourishing life-long learners. On

Monday night, a team of teachers shared

their knowledge of Grammar Minds to

families and a part of this included the link

between strengths and dispositons. 

 

Professor Guy Claxton, the founder of

Building Learning Power, discusses key

aspects of a learning classroom where

students are given the seeds to cultivate

growth, through tapping into their strengths

and using the dispositons. Students can

transfer these strengths and dispositions in

other aspects of their life.

Lifelong Learners

Adventurous and curious – CURIOSITY & IMAGINING

Determined and buoyant – ZEST & PERSEVERENCE

Collaborative and chatty – TEAMWORK &

QUESTIONING 

Reflective and self evaluative – PERSEPCTIVE &

MAKING LINKS

Focused and mindful – JUDGEMENT & ABSOPTION

Imaginative and playful – CREATIVITY & NOTICING 

Rigorous and careful – PRUDENCE & DISTILLING

Organised and methodical – LOVE OF LEARNING &

PLANNING

 

Kat Moore

kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au

Ext: 1220



TALES FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE

This term at The Yellow Cottage we continue to

embrace the Strength Stars Framework. Our early

childhood principles are focused with a strength-

based lens. 

 

Three of the Key Principles of Early Childhood

Education:

 

1. Secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships

 

Provide children with consistent emotional support

and assist children to develop the skills and

understandings they need to interact positively

with others. It helps children to learn about their

responsibilities to others, to appreciate their

connectedness and interdependence as learners,

and to value collaboration and teamwork. 

 

This supports a strong sense of identity and

wellbeing. By cultivating character strengths such

as kindness, love, social intelligence, curiosity and

team work, the Strengths Stars Framework

provides ways to create secure, respectful and

reciprocal relationships.

Key Principles of Early Childhood Education

3. Partnerships

 

According to this principle, learning outcomes are most

likely to be achieved when we partner with families.

These partnerships are best formed from a strength-

based approach. What are the unique perspective and

strengths that parents bring to the table? How can

these strengths be used to shape a positive

partnership that allows for understanding each other’s

expectations, attitudes and knowledge?

2. Respect for Diversity

 

Early childhood environments respect the diversity of

families and communities. Learning environments are

designed so as to uphold all children’s rights to have

their cultures, identities, abilities and strengths

acknowledged and valued. The beauty of working with

character strengths is that there is a great diversity in

types of strengths that children have and the ways in

which culture influences the character displayed.

Children get the opportunity to see how they vary and

differ on the way they value and use character

strengths. This allows them to value diversity in others

from a strength-based perspective.
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CREATIVE ARTS SHOW
2-6pm, Friday 25 October 2019, Scone Grammar School

Each student from The Yellow

Cottage Preschool and Primary

School and each Art student from

our Secondary School will be

display an artwork. Each artwork

will be available for purchase. 

 

Proceeds from all artworks will be

used for additional Grammar

Minds education resources within

the School.

THE SCONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

ART EXHIBITION

Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) -

Near Primary Playground

MUSIC & DANCE
Secondary Quadrangle Lawn

Enjoy musical and dance performances on the lawn from 2pm.

HOSPITALITY

Gourmet dinner boxes, sausage sizzle, dessert, hot and cold

drinks will be available on the deck outside Grammar Grind cafe.

No alcohol will be served.

FREE ENTRY

Official opening by

Jelle van den Berg

Local Murrurundi Artist



STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Two weeks ago my Mum and I got back from a trip

to Africa. We went to 2 schools outside Kampala in

rural Uganda to give the $5000 that I raised, which

included $500 with the help of SGS through the Lego

Masters competition. This money goes to help

educate four children for a year.  

 

The schools were the idea of an Australian girl,

Annabel Chauncey who knew the difference

education could make to people’s lives and realised

that this opportunity would not be possible in these

areas.  

 

We spent a week in the different class rooms with

lots of different groups of children. I loved their

beautiful, big smiles.  I loved hearing all their

different stories and getting to know them. 

 

The classrooms were bright, their teachers were

amazing and all the kids just loved going to school

and learning. It showed me how lucky we are to

have the opportunity to learn and how grateful the

kids were for the little things.

 

www.schoolforlife.org.au

- Violet Dawson - Uganda



SPORT - Equestrian

From the 29th of September to the 3rd of October

the Australian National Inter-Schools competition

was held at the Sydney International Equestrian

Centre. Primary and secondary students travelled

from all over Australia to represent their state or

territory, with New Zealand even making the trip

across the ditch. Scone Grammar Students Charlie

M, Emmersen M and Millie F who had qualified to

represent NSW were fierce competitors at the

event. 

 

Emmersen riding her pony ‘Double TT Debonair’

(also known as Ollie around the stables) competed

in the Preliminary Dressage (2nd level) and won

both tests crowning her the overall Preliminary

champion. A test is a pattern of movement that

the rider has to follow, the tests are scored by

multiple judges who sit around the arena and

point a score for each individual movement.  

Millie F riding Laurel Glen Brandy Man, competed in

the 1.20cm show jumping. They had two 2nd

placings and a 6th crowning her the overall 1.20

champion and was also apart of the NSW team who

were awarded champion in secondary show jumping

along side previous SGS student Charlie Richardson. 

 

Charlie M was one of the youngest in the NSW team

and had a great learning experience at his first

National Inter-schools of many to come, qualifying

three ponies to compete at the event.

He also placed 6th in one of his events amongst a

hotly contested division.

 

Millie Fisher

The next day of competition Emmersen competed in

the Novice Dressage (3rd level) and placed 3rd and

13th in her tests, resulting in her being 7th overall

and was one of three in the NSW team who were

awarded reserve overall in Novice Dressage. 

 



SPORT - Equestrian

These students will be representing Scone

Grammar School at the SGS Stockman’s

Challenge on Friday 1 November: Olivia

MacCallum, Jack Murphy, Lachlan Winter,

Mikayla, O’Halloran, Zara Nugent, Oliver and

Thomas Dart, Mitchell , Maddie and Georgia

Maben, Emity Croft, Grace Stenhouse, Candy

Brooker, Allyson Irwin, Paige and Harrison

Baxter, Paul and Skye Russell, Adelaide Cooper,

Sophie Hawthorne, Ally Taylor and Callan Winter.

We wish them much success.

 

Charlie M has had a busy time competing in

Show Jumping. He won four classes, received

and second and two fourths at the World Cup

Qualifying Show at Tamworth at the end of the

holidays. Charlie’s next show is the Australian

Show Jumping Championships in Melbourne next

week. We wish him luck.

Scone Grammar Competed very well at the

Liverpool Plains Interschool event held at Quirindi

last weekend.

 

Laura S won the Open Show jumping 110cm, she

was 2nd in the one Star ONE. Lucy W was 2nd in

the 80cm Combined Training and Show Jumping,

Harrison B was 3rd & 4th in the 45 cm Show

Jump, 6th in the 80cm ODE and 3rd in the 70cm

Show Jump. Paige B was 1st and 3rd in Primary

Dressage, Reserve Champion and 3rd in the

Working Horse Challenge.  Paige was also 4th in

the 80cm ODE and she had the fastest Primary

Time Trial.  Isabella H was 2nd and 3rd in

the Primary Dressage.

 

Anne Davies

Equestrian Co-ordinator



FOR THE DIARY  Term 4

WEEK 2 (B) 21-25 Octobr
 

Friday 25 Oct

 

 

 

 

Saturday 26 Oct

 

Sunday 27 Oct

Silver Duke of Edinburgh (ends)

HRIS Primary Chess

Zoom Out Art Show

Beef Bonanza 2019

 

Newcastle University Regatta

 

Henley on Hunter Regatta

WEEK 3 (A) 28 October - 1 November
 

Monday 28 Oct

 

 

 

Tuesday 29 Oct 

 

 

Wed 30 Oct

 

 

Thurs 31 Oct

 

 

 

Friday 1 Nov

HRIS 15s Touch Football

IPSHA Debating

Year 1 Camp

 

Year 1 Camp

Primary Cricket Match

 

 

 

 

Secondary GRIP Leadership

Year 7 Orientation DayTransition

for new students 1-6 & 8-12

 

Stockman's Challenge

 

WEEK 4 (B) 4-8 November
 

Monday 4 Nov

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 5 Nov

 

Wed 6 Nov

 

 

 

Thurs 7 Nov

 

 

 

Friday 8 Nov

 

 

 

Saturday 9 Nov

 

 

 
 

Colour Your Threads Positive

Education Day

Primary School - Swim & Survive 

 

 

Primary School - S&S

 

Primary School - S&S

Year 9 & 10 Drama Night

HRIS Primary Touch Football 

 

Primary School - S&S

Stephen Mahey Musical Theatre

Workshop (Starts)

 

K-1 Swim Fun Day

HRIS Open Touch Football

Musical Theatre Workshop (Ends)

 

HVGS Rowing Regatta

SGS St Luke's Fellowship Service

WEEK 5 (A) 11-15 November
 

Monday 11 Nov

 

Tuesday 12 Nov

 

 

Wed 13 Nov

 

Thurs 14 Nov

 

Friday 15 Nov

 
 
 

Primary School - S&S

 

P&F Meeting

Primary School - S&S

 

Primary School - S&S

 

Primary School - S&S

WEEK 6 (B) 18-22 November
 

Monday 18 Nov

 

 

 

Tuesday 19 Nov

 

Wed 20 Nov

 

Thurs 21 Nov

 

 

Friday 22 Nov

 
 
 
Yr 10 - Teen Mental 

Health First Aid (TMHFA)

Kindy 2020 Visits

 

Yr 10 - TMHFA

 

 

 

Kindy 2020 Visits

Volunteers' Thanks Evening

 

 

WEEK 7 (A) - 25-29 November
 
Monday 25 Nov

 

Tuesday 26 Nov

 

Wednesday 27 Nov

 

 

Thursday 28 Nov

 

Friday 29 Nov

 
Yr 10 TMHFA

 
Secondary school camps

 

Secondary school camps

School Council Meeting

 

Secondary school camps

 

Secondary school camps

 

 



Term 4FOR THE DIARY

WEEK 8 (B)  2-6 December
 

Monday 2 Dec

 

Tuesday 3 Dec

 

Wednesday 4 Dec

 

Thursday 5 Dec

 

Friday 6 Dec

 

 

Saturday 7 Dec

 
Surf Safe (Years 5-6)
 

Surf Safe (Years 3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Final Chapel

Year 6 Celebration Dinner

 

Reindeer Rowing Regatta

WEEK 9 (A)  9-11 December
 

Monday 9 Dec

 

Tuesday 10 Dec

 

Wednesday 11 Dec

 
 
 

Carols & Sausage Sizzle

 

Kinder - Year 2 Speech Day

 

Year 3 - 12 Speech Day

 

Term 1 - Tuesday 28 January - Thursday 9 April

 

Term 2  - Monday 27 April - Friday 26 June

 

Term 3 - Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September

 

Term 4 - Monday 12 October - Wednesday 9 Dec

 

2020 DATES



FOR THE DIARY - Term 4  CANTEEN ROSTER

WEEK 3 (A) 28 Oct - 1 November
 

Monday 28 Oct 

 

Tuesday 29 Oct 

 

Wed 30 Oct

 

Thurs 31 Oct

 

Friday 1 Nov

WEEK 4 (B) 4-8 November
 

Monday 4 Nov

 

Tuesday 5 Nov

 

Wed 6 Nov

 

Thurs 7 Nov

 

Friday 8 Nov

 

 
 
Jen Crackett

 

Fiona Bailey | Sharunia Khan

 

Fiona Bailey

 

Jen Crackett | +?

 

Jen Crackett | Lyn Sinclair | Kodie Johnston

 

 

  
 
Jen Crackett | Belinda Zammit

 

Jen Crackett | Sharunia Khan 

 

Jen Crackett

 

Fiona Bailey |  Jo Fernandes | +?

 

Fiona Bailey | Dordie Dawson | Sinead Scott

 

 

We're looking for Canteen Volunteers.  All the +? indicate where we need another volunteer to help. Please

contact Fee or Jen at the Canteen on 6545 3131 or canteen@sgs.nsw.edu.au.    We're also looking for

parents who Jen and Fee may be able to call at the last minute if parents aren't able to get there.

 

 

 

 

WEEK 5 (A) 11-15 November
 

Monday 11 Nov

 

Tuesday 12 Nov

 

Wed 13 Nov

 

Thurs 14 Nov

 

Friday 15 Nov

 
 
Jen Crackett

 

Fiona Bailey | Helen Smith

 

Fiona Bailey

 

Jen Crackett | Mandy KennedyJ| Tracy Stewart

 

Jen Crackett | Kelly Greenwood | +?

 

 

 



FOR THE DIARY - Term 4  CANTEEN ROSTER cont

WEEK 6 (B) 18-22 November
 

Monday 18 Nov

 

Tuesday 19 Nov

 

Wed 20 Nov

 

Thurs 21 Nov

 

Friday 22 Nov

WEEK 7 (A) - 25-29 November
 
Monday 25 Nov

 

Tuesday 26 Nov

 

Wednesday 27 Nov

 

Thursday 28 Nov

 

Friday 29 Nov

WEEK 8 (B)  2-6 December
 

Monday 2 Dec

 

Tuesday 3 Dec

 

Wednesday 4 Dec

 

Thursday 5 Dec

 

Friday 6 Dec

 

 
 
Jen Crackett

 

Jen Crackett | Chlarlotte Parry-Okeden

 

Jen Crackett | Debbie Sadler

 

Fiona Bailey | Acey Firth | Bronwyn Redgate

 

Fiona Bailey | Kodie Johnston | Sarah Stanford

 

 
 
Jen Crackett

 

Jen Crackett | +?

 

Jen Crackett | Elizabeth Hendrerson

 

Fiona Bailey | Vanda Mikukien | +?

 

Fiona Bailey | Lyn Sinclair | +?

 

 
 
Jen Crackett

 

Fiona Bailey | Kirsty Gray

 

Fiona Bailey | Timea Brayley

 

Jen Crackett | Tania Dart | Tracy Stewart

 

Jen Crackett | Erryn Day | Mandy Kennedy

 

 

 

WEEK 9 (A)  9-11 December
 

Monday 9 Dec

 

Tuesday 10 Dec

 

Wednesday 11 Dec

 
 
Jen Crackett

 

Fiona Bailey

 

Fiona Bailey

 



COMMUNITY NOTICES



COMMUNITY NOTICES


