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Dear Parents,

I am sure many of us have heard stories about,

or are connected to, people affected by the

fires across the state. Please pray for all those

affected and those supporting the fire fighting

efforts. Our senior students are running a drive

to support the fire efforts and we have already

received donations. Thank you to everyone who

assists, at this time. One of our Newcastle

Anglican Schools Corporations (NASC) schools

has been affected and we are praying for them

and looking for opportunities to assist them

practically. 

 

Have a wonderful week.

 

Paul Smart

Principal

We all live in a world where social media is a

powerful tool for connection. It has many positive

elements and opportunities but also many that have

the potential for harm. Can I please remind everyone

to consider the privacy of others in the school

community and not post pictures of other students

without the express permission of their parents. 

 

Also, please do not use social media to vent over

concerns with school. Instead, come and share your

concerns with us so we know what the issue is and

can work towards a resolution. Use the channels set

up - the classroom teacher, your student’s tutor, the

class liaison parents, or approach me directly. We

want to hear from you in this instance while we may

not through a social media page.

Fires

The Yellow Cottage Christmas Concert - Tuesday 3

December in the STLC.

Year 6 Celebration beginning with Year 6 Chapel -

Friday 6 December.

Whole School Carols - Monday 9 December in the

Secondary Quadrangle followed by the Foundation

Sausage Sizzle

K – 2 Presentation - 10.00am, Tuesday 10

December in the STLC

Speech Day 9.30am - Wednesday 11 December at

White Park Covered Arena. 

As we conclude week 5, I would like to remind

everyone of the end of year celebrations which include

the whole school community.  

 

 

Reminder - Samir Yacco Syrian Pastor Visit - Thursday

21 November 6.00pm STLC – All Welcome.

End of Year Functions



FROM THE BURROW -  
PRIMARY NEWS WITH MR SAUNDERS

They provide structure.  The majority of students

respond positively to a structured environment.

Teachers should explain clear expectations to their

students. Rules and regulations must be sensible and

constantly reinforced. In these situations, a student’s

trust in their teacher will increase and they will

understand that their teacher has their best interests at

heart.

They teach with enthusiasm and passion

They display a positive attitude

They make learning fun. The creation of an enjoyable

learning environment encourages student attendance

and participation.

They show an interest in your student’s lives outside

the classroom. Teachers should take a genuine interest

in the wellbeing of their students.

They treat students with respect. A teacher who

respects their students will experience reciprocal

respect from their students.

They create a secure and safe environment for

students. Teachers need to set expectations where

students do not criticise, bully or intimidate each other.

There are many different ways teachers can build positive

relationships with their students. 

 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Devoir – you have done your devoir right well

Meaning: a person’s duty

Etymology: middle English from Old French Deveir

“You only get one shot at a first

impression” – Oscar Wilde

Developing positive teacher-student relationships takes

significant time and effort; however, the benefit on both

the teacher and student is immeasurable.  At SGS,

positive relationships are viewed as just as important as

academic results. We raise outstanding students who are

ready to learn, lead and serve in their community.

Academic excellence is important; however, we want our

children to achieve so much more – we empower them

to change the world.

physically and emotionally fragile is bad

for their future

That your kids are not in constant

danger

 How independence impacts children

 How to raise nimble problem solvers

 Ideas to know how safe, smart and

capable your kids can be

Click this link -

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/pare

nt-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-

brave-parenting-in-a-culture-riddled-

with-worry

 Click ‘Add to cart’

 Click ‘View cart’

 Enter the voucher code BRAVE and click

‘Apply’. Your discount of $37 will be

applied to the order. This voucher is

valid until 27 December 2019.

 Click ‘Proceed to checkout’

 Fill in your account details.

 These are the details you will use to

login to your account and access your

parenting material.

Click ‘Place Order’

SGS has a membership with Parenting

Ideas which has an upcoming webinar that

all parents and staff are welcome to tune

into at no cost.

 

Balancing extra-curricular activities

Join Lenore Skenazy, President of Let

Grow,  explores; 

 

 Why treating our kids as

 

How you can register -

 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

BRAVE PARENTING WEBINAR

8pm Wed 27 November 2019
Balancing Extra-curricular activities



HEAD OF SECONDARY
 
This week has been busy, tiring and completely

hectic. Exams are progressing well, and it has been

an absolute pleasure, after an exam, to

talk with students who were all happy that they

knew more than they thought they did. We are

continuing to focus on how much students have

improved during the year and in what areas they

can improve in the future. Please join with us

in this encouragement, reminding students that it

isn’t all about a number on a test paper but about

continual steps to improvement.

 

I have had several delighted messages from Year

12 students this week with Early Entry offers

starting to come out. Some students have

already received entry into degrees including

Psychology, Nursing, Arts and Law, Teaching and

Construction at many different universities. This is

an indication that the end of school isn’t just about

one mark but a student as a whole package. 

Quote of the week
“Life is a series of thousands of tiny miracles.

Notice them.” – Anon.

Have a great week

Mrs Deanna Hollis,  Head of Secondary

Congratulations to our school leaders for 2020

on their excellent representation at the local

Remembrance Day service. They have both

started their leadership journey strongly. The

student leadership team is also strongly behind

the push to provide help to those affected by

the bushfires, so please assist them by sending

in donations this week.

Through this conceptualisation of well-being,

they sought to contribute to what is already

known about children’s well-being, with the

focus on happiness. They found that play

contributed to increasing their confidence,

resiliency and self-esteem as they developed.

Kat Moore,  

kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

Ext: 1220

SCHOOL COUNSELLOR P-12

Moore, A., & Lynch, H. (2018). Understanding a

child’s conceptualisation of well-being through an

exploration of happiness: the centrality of play,

people and place. Journal of Occupational

Science, 25(1), 124-141.

Suggested Reading

The movement from psychological repair

versus psychological well-being in schools needs

to be considered from the perspective of the

students themselves. Moore & Lynch (2018) in

their qualitative, ethnographic study, explored

how children saw their own happiness,

ages 6-8. They found that play was a very

individual part of childhood that was connected

to a child’s sense of happiness and ultimately, a

state of healthy well-being. 



FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENTS
Year 10 -  Looking after their mates

Rev'd Nate, natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au

In prayer this week

REFLECT ON: Colossians 3:23

Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift

of relationships; parents, teachers and

supporters who truly care for us

Pray for: God's continued blessing, wisdom and

energy; Relief to those attending to fires; For

rain; For families and students who are ill or

struggling at the moment; For your son or

daughter’s teacher/s!

Over the years I have come to appreciate that our

school community is a close one, where the value

of looking out for one another is upheld as an

important value for us to hold. 

 

As part of our holistic approach to well-being,

Year 10 students will be learning about Teen

Mental Health First Aid, as well as different types

of mental health issues and situations in young

people, and the relationship between thoughts,

feelings and behaviours. 

 

They will be learning about how to look out for

their mates. The focus will be on learning to

recognise changes in thoughts, feelings and

behaviours that indicate that there might be a

mates. The focus will be on learning to recognize

changes in thoughts, feelings and behaviours that

indicate that there might be a mental health

problem with a friend. The course, which they will

undertake over three, ninety-minute sessions,

was developed in response to research indicating

that young people have a preference for sharing

problems with peers.

The course curriculum is evidence-based,

informed by a study undertaken to determine the

best actions a young person can undertake to

support a peer with a mental health problem.

Looking out for one another is so vitally,

important. I am positively stirred by Gods words

in Philippians 2, verse 4 which says “not looking

to your own interests but each of you to the

interests of the others.”



TALES FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE

Last week we received the exciting news that The

Yellow Cottage was rated as Exceeding in all seven

Quality areas after our recent Assessment and

Rating visit. All education and care services are

assessed and rated by their state and territory

regulatory authority. They are assessed

against the 7 quality areas of the National Quality

Standard. When regulatory authorities schedule

quality rating assessments, the goal is to assess

and rate the quality of services, drive continuous

improvement and keep information for families

and communities accurate and up to date.

 

The Yellow Cottage received an Exceeding in all 18

quality standards. This is an outstanding

achievement and these results put us into

consideration for a Centre of Excellence. I would

like to express my gratitude to our passionate

team of educators for making The Yellow Cottage

such a wonderful place to learn and grow. We are

extremely proud of the result and the ongoing

commitment our team demonstrates. We truly

inspire to love, nurture and educate every day

with a strength based approach. 

Exceeding National Quality Standard

The result is a reflection of the innovative

approach that we deliver at The Yellow

Cottage every day. Thank you to all our

families for the confidence you place in us

ensuring that your children get the best start

to education. It is a privilege that we never

take for granted and we will always continue

to strive to provide the highest quality

environment for your children.  

 

In our final report our service was particularly

acknowledged for its achievements in

Exceeding the National Quality Standard and

striving for quality outcomes for children. In

particular, embracing a strength based

approach to programming and interactions

with children and embedding a professional

and collaborative team culture.



TALES FROM THE YELLOW COTTAGE
Exceeding National Quality Standard



SPORT - Rowing
Hunter Valley Grammar School Regatta

Christian S and Josh C raced in their first ever

doubles race.

Tim C, Hamish G, Harry O and Josiah won their D

grade quad in the fastest time over the 3 divisions.

The Under 15’s boys crew of Harry, Christian, Patrick

and Michael, coxed by Josh, won their race.

Annabelle T, Charlotte C, Edwina I and I won our

division of the D grade quad.  

Harry O won his Under 15’s single scull for the

second regatta in a row.

Patrick placed 3rd in his Under 15 single and Grace

placing 2nd in hers.

Bridie O, Elian, Hannah and I won C grade quad.

Wow, what a fantastic weekend of racing we have had!

Saturday brought the best results we have had at a

regatta so far. Twelve of our students attended the

HVGS Regatta which was again held at Berry Park. Our

school is supporting other young rowers who are rowing

for other clubs but have no one in their age group to

row with.  We were once in this position so are very

happy to support these rowers who are loving being

part of our SGS Rowing family.  

 

On Saturday we were joined by a new rower, Elain

Cotter from Armidale, Josiah and Hannah Smith from

Manning, and Charlotte Ferry from Lake Macquarie

continues to race with us.   After a few very windy days,

on Saturday the wind was not as strong and we were

able to complete all races, although at times the water

was tough going.  

 

Our students continue to improve their technique

and racing experience and we are constantly

getting great feedback and support from the other

CDRA rowing clubs. Our next regatta will be on

Saturday 7 December. The Reindeer Regatta is a

favourite with our young rowers as they get to

race at the Sydney Olympic Rowing Centre and

decorate our boats and themselves in Christmas

decorations and attire, so they are very excited.

 

Chris Brennan, Coordinator of Rowing

Oars received with thanks
As part of the ongoing partnership with CROKER

Oars, Rowing NSW was once again provided with

four sets of sculling oars to gift to worthy regional

clubs that have made a significant contribution to

rowing in their local community. Having reviewed

the progression of clubs across NSW throughout

the season, both Upper Hunter Rowing Club and

Armidale Rowing Club were deemed worthy

recipients by Rowing NSW this year.

 

The two sets of new CROKER Oars provided to

the club will allow the regional students to

experience training and racing with top level

equipment, something that is not currently

affordable for the club, an experience that will

help them improve their technical abilities.

 

To read the full article, please visit this link -

http://www.rowingnsw.asn.au/news/croker-oars-

upper-hunter-rowing-club-armidale-rowing-club/

 



AGRICULTURE
Beef Bonanza

Thanks to our students and Mr Holland for

participating in the Beef Bonanza this year in

tough, windy conditions, helped a little by the

covered arena at White Park.  There were 800

students parading this year in the Beef Bonanza

and 380 steers making it the largest steer

competition in Australia.

Scone Grammar School had a mix of six

Hereford, Angus and Shorthorn steers in the

competition with the Hereford Steer placing third

in the carcass class.

 

On the Saturday, Noah G, Hugo F, Eliza B, Ash O

and Allyson I all placed.  Montana C was the

champion leader out of 140 students in the 15

years age group. (Photo courtesy of The Scone

Advocate) and Chelsea B was awarded most

helpful student through her organising support.



SPORT
HRIS Secondary Open Touch Football Gala

Last Friday our girls and boys Open Secondary

Touch Football teams traveled to Newcastle to

compete in the annual HRIS Touch Football Gala.

Both teams were facing 14 other competing

schools. 

 

They had a brilliant start to the day winning all pool

games and placing first heading into the finals.

They came up against St Columba in the semi-

finals, which they lost by 1 point to on the bell. The

girls then played off for 3rd or 4th place against St

Philips Port Stephens. In a nail biting finish, the

girls pulled through with a win. Congratulations to

all the girls on a tremendous effort in some very

hot and windy conditions.

The boys had a cracking day, winning all their

pool games heading into the finals. The boys

then continued their winning streak to place

them in the grand final for 1st or 2nd. Hunter

Valley proved to be a very skilful team with our

boys going down to them in the final. A huge

congratulations to all the boys for placing 2nd

overall and runners up at the HRIS Carnival. 

 

Miss Jessica Day 

K-12 Sports Coordinator

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Scone Grammar School Fete Committee are

looking for help.  With the Fete only being 6

months away, the planning process has begun

for next year’s Fete on 10th May, 2020.

 

If you would like to be a part of a new

committee and have fun in the process please

give us a call.

There is always plenty to do with organizing the fete,

all types of skills are needed to make this day

successful.  We welcome all new and old faces to help

with the fete.   Thank you,  

 

Ilona Baldyga - 0427 094 616 

Lorraine Bull - 0417 734 491

 



SINGLETON BUS DRIVER

Having received interest from families in Singleton

in enrolling at Scone Grammar School, we are

looking for someone to drive a school bus from

Monday to Friday, leaving Singleton at 7am and

travelling to Scone, to transport Scone Grammar

School students.

 

The bus driver would then be required to do a

return run from Scone leaving at 3.20pm travelling

back to Singleton.

    

We are interested to know whether any families

would be interested in partnering with us to employ

the bus driver during the school day. 

 

As a Child Safe school the successful applicant will

need Working With Children Checks.   A light rigid

license or above would also be beneficial. However,

previous bus driving experience not essential.

 

This role would commence in Term 1, 2020.  

 

Please contact Sarah Ambry for further detail on

6545 3131 or sambry@sgs.nsw.edu.au.

Families interested in partnering?

BUSH FIRE APPEAL

Our SGS Year 11 students are gathering donations

for fire fighters and those affected by fires further

north, by this FRIDAY 15 November.

 

They are asking for non-perishable food, clothing &

animal supplies. In addition to this, The Rural Fire

Service (RFS) have suggested the following items

for donations: disposable face masks, eye drops, lip

balm, cloth nappies, baby wipes, toilet paper,

gatorade, bottled water, plastic/ paper plates, cups

and cutlery.

 

Please send anything you can spare with your

children.  These donations can either be dropped

off at student services.

Thanks to local haulage business, Batur Haulage, as

they will be delivering to affected areas around

Taree on Saturday.



FOR THE DIARY  Term 4

WEEK 6 (B) 18-22 November
 

Monday 18 Nov

 

 

 

Tuesday 19 Nov

 

Wed 20 Nov

 

Thurs 21 Nov

 

 

 

 

Friday 22 Nov

 
 
 
Yr 10 - Teen Mental 

Health First Aid (TMHFA)

Kindy 2020 Visits

 

Yr 10 - TMHFA

 

 

 

Kindy 2020 Visits

Volunteers' Thanks Evening

Syrian Conflict Insights 

Community Talk

 

 

 

WEEK 7 (A) - 25-29 November
 
Monday 25 Nov

 

Tuesday 26 Nov

 

Wednesday 27 Nov

 

 

Thursday 28 Nov

 

Friday 29 Nov

 
Yr 10 TMHFA

 
Secondary school camps

 

Secondary school camps

School Council Meeting

 

Secondary school camps

 

Secondary school camps

 

 

WEEK 8 (B)  2-6 December
 

Monday 2 Dec

 

Tuesday 3 Dec

 

 

 

Wednesday 4 Dec

 

Thursday 5 Dec

 

Friday 6 Dec

 

 

Saturday 7 Dec

 
Surf Safe (Years 5-6)

 

The Yellow Cottage Christmas

Concert

Surf Safe (Years 3-4)  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Final Chapel

Year 6 Celebration Dinner

 

Reindeer Rowing Regatta

Monday 6 January

Tuesday 7 January

Wednesday 8 January

Monday 13 January

Tuesday 14 January

 

To make an appointment go to -

https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/scone

2020 DATES

Term Dates

Term 1 - Tuesday 28 January - Thursday 9 April

 

Term 2  - Monday 27 April - Friday 26 June

 

Term 3 - Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September

 

Term 4 - Monday 12 October - Wednesday 9 Dec

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING HOURS

WEEK 9 (A)  9-11 December
 

Monday 9 Dec

 

Tuesday 10 Dec

 

Wednesday 11 Dec

 
 
 

Carols & Sausage Sizzle

 

K-2 Presentation Day

 

3-12 Speech Day

 

Appointments only for uniform fit-outs

Opening for Return to School 

8-11am and 1-4pm, Monday 20 January 

8-11am and 1-4pm, Tuesday 21 January

No uniform fit-outs available on these days

 



FOR THE DIARY - Term 4  CANTEEN ROSTER
 

We're looking for Canteen Volunteers.  All the +? indicate where we need another volunteer to help. Please

contact Fee or Jen at the Canteen on 6545 3131 or canteen@sgs.nsw.edu.au.    We're also looking for

parents who Jen and Fee may be able to call at the last minute if parents aren't able to get there.

 

 

 

 
WEEK 6 (B) 18-22 November
 

Monday 18 Nov

 

Tuesday 19 Nov

 

Wed 20 Nov

 

Thurs 21 Nov

 

Friday 22 Nov

 
 
J Crackett

 

J Crackett | C Parry-Okeden

 

J Crackett | D Sadler

 

F Bailey | A Firth | B Redgate

 

F Bailey | K Johnston | S Stanford

 

WEEK 7 (A) - 25-29 November
 
Monday 25 Nov

 

Tuesday 26 Nov

 

Wednesday 27 Nov

 

Thursday 28 Nov

 

Friday 29 Nov

 
 
J Crackett

 

F Bailey | K Gray

 

F Bailey | T Brayley

 

J Crackett | T Dart | T Stewart

 

J Crackett | E Day | M Kennedy

 

 

 
WEEK 8 (B)  2-6 December
 

Monday 2 Dec

 

Tuesday 3 Dec

 

Wednesday 4 Dec

 

Thursday 5 Dec

 

Friday 6 Dec

 

 
 
J Crackett

 

J Crackett | +?

 

J Crackett | E Hendrerson

 

F Bailey | V Mikukien | +?

 

F Bailey | L Sinclair | +?

 

WEEK 9 (A)  9-11 December
 

Monday 9 Dec

 

Tuesday 10 Dec

 

Wednesday 11 Dec

 
 
J Crackett

 

F Bailey

 

F Bailey

 



COMMUNITY NOTICES



COMMUNITY NOTICES








