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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

Stage 6: Years 11-12 Subject Overview 
 

Why study Business Studies? 
 

• Interest in the commercial world 
• Teaches skills of analysis and interpretation of business information 
• Good for commercial literacy 

 
Business activity is a feature of everyone’s life. Throughout the world people engage in a web of 
business activities to design, produce, market, deliver and support a range of goods and services. 
In addition, investors, consumers and employees depend on the business sector for much of their 
quality of life. 
 
As a course, Business Studies encompasses the theoretical and practical aspects of business in 
contexts which students will encounter throughout their lives. Conceptually, it offers learning from 
the planning of a small business to the management of operations, marketing, finance and human 
resources in large businesses. Through the analysis of contemporary business strategies the course 
also provides rigour and depth and lays an excellent foundation for students either in tertiary study 
or in future employment. 
 
Contemporary business issues and case studies are embedded in the course to provide 
a stimulating and relevant framework for students to apply to problems encountered in the business 
environment. Students also investigate business planning and use a range of information to assess 
and evaluate business performance.  (Business Studies Stage 6 Syllabus BOSTES pg 5) 
 
 

Course Structure 
 
The Preliminary course includes the study of three main topic areas- The Nature of Business, 
Business Management and Business Planning. Students will also visit various businesses as case 
studies.  
 
The HSC course is based upon the study of four units- Operations, Marketing, Finance and Human 
Resources. Students also visit large scale businesses to help with preparation for their examination.  
 
The principal focus of Business Studies is the development of students’ ability to analyse situations, 
assess the key problems and propose solutions. Students work as individuals and as members of 
groups to conduct business investigations, and through this, develop their planning and organising 
abilities, as well as their ability to work with others in teams. Students will learn to analyse 
statistical evidence as they investigate aspects of financial statements and calculate and interpret 
financial ratios. Through the study of Business Studies, students use mathematical ideas and 
techniques as well as improving their use of technology.  
 
 
 
 


