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ELECTIVE GEOGRAPHY 
 
Stage 5: Years 9-10 Subject Overview 
 
The Study of Environmental Issues & Active Citizenship 
 
Elective Geography allows for greater flexibility in programming the areas of study- the opportunity 
to “tap into” student interest, not only in what is studied but where we study; greater flexibility in 
the time spent learning the different focus areas; greater flexibility in the assessment techniques 
used. 
 
Students must study at least five focus areas over the two years of Stage 5.  
 

1. Physical Geography - The geographical processes that form and transform the physical 
world. 

2. Oceanography - The features and importance of the world’s oceans and associated issues  
3. Primary Production - The patterns, functions and issues associated with primary 

production 
4. Global Citizenship - The role of informed, responsible and active global citizenship  
5. Australia’s Neighbours - The environments of Australia’s neighbours and specific 

geographical issues within the Asia–Pacific Region. 
6. Interactions and Patterns along a Transcontinental Transect - The factors 

responsible for causing variation in spatial patterns across a continent from one specific 
location to another.  

7. Political Geography - The nature and distribution of political tensions and conflicts, and 
strategies towards effective resolutions. 

8. Fieldwork study - Ways in which the people and environments interact and the role of 
informed, responsible and active citizenship in the interaction. 

 
Within each focus area, there is usually the opportunity to investigate specific issues related to the 
focus area. Issues that the students have investigated the past include: 

• Extreme weather events such as floods, hurricanes and droughts 
• COVID-19 pandemic  
• Blood diamonds 
• Child labour in the cocoa industry 
• Japanese Whaling 
• Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
• Climate Change 
• Pollution and the world’s oceans  

 
Through a study of Elective Geography, students develop knowledge and understanding that may 
assist their learning in a variety of Stage 6 courses- Senior Geography, Agriculture and Biology.  
 


